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March 26, 2023 Fifth Sunday in Lent 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“We, as a Christian congregation, are committed to reaching out with the true 

Gospel of Jesus Christ, while living and growing ourselves in God’s Word.” 

WELCOME! 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. In our service we gather before Jesus 

our Savior to offer him worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 

ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word. 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 

• The Elders request that we observe five minutes of quiet time in the sanctuary 

prior to the start of each service.  Please be seated and use this time to prepare 

for worship and read the bulletin announcements. 

• We love families! Your children are welcome in our service, including our 

youngest children!  Thanks for bringing them to hear about Jesus. If you would 

like, there are children’s worship bags with lessons, crayons, and books in the 

entryway of the church.  An usher can assist you.  We ask that you return these 

to the basket after the service. 

• Before the Service:  We ask all our members and visitors to please 

complete a yellow information card located in the seat backs.  These will 

be collected by the ushers during the offering. 

•  Please silence your cell phones. 
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I Know of a Sleep in Jesus’ Name CW 846 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnary, 1913, alt.; Magnus B. Landstad, 1802–1880, abr. 
Tune: Christoph E. F. Weyse, 1774–1842 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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A Psalm of Confession from Psalm 51 

P:  Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love. 
C:  According to your great compassion blot out all my transgressions. 
 
P:  Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 
C:  For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 
 
P:  Against you, you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight. 
C:  Surely, I have been a sinner from birth, sinful from the time my mother 

conceived me. 
 
P:  Hide your face from my sins. 
C:  And blot out all my iniquity. 
 
 
All Sing: 
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P:  Dear Father, as you said to King David, so you say to us, “Be of good cheer, 
your sins are forgiven!” You grant us cleansing from all our sins and restore 
to us the joy of your salvation through our Savior Jesus Christ. Go now and 
live in that forgiveness! Serve God faithfully, rejoicing that his peace is your 
peace.  

C: Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P:  Eternal God and Father, help us to remember Jesus, who obeyed your will 

and bore the cross for our salvation, that through his anguish, pain, and 

death we may receive the forgiveness of sins, victory over the grave, and 

finally inherit eternal life; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

C: Amen. 

 

+ God's Word + 
 

Old Testament Lesson Ezekiel 37:1–10 

Dry bones become living bodies. 

 1The hand of the LORD was on me, and he brought me out by the Spirit of the 

LORD and set me in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led me back 

and forth among them, and I saw a great many bones on the floor of the valley, 

bones that were very dry. 3He asked me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” 

 I said, “Sovereign LORD, you alone know.” 

 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones and say to them, ‘Dry bones, 

hear the word of the LORD! 5This is what the Sovereign LORD says to these 

bones: I will make breath enter you, and you will come to life. 6I will attach 



6 

 

tendons to you and make flesh come upon you and cover you with skin; I will put 

breath in you, and you will come to life. Then you will know that I am the LORD.’” 

 7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I was prophesying, there was 

a noise, a rattling sound, and the bones came together, bone to bone. 8I looked, 

and tendons and flesh appeared on them and skin covered them, but there was 

no breath in them. 

 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say 

to it, ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: Come, breath, from the four winds 

and breathe into these slain, that they may live.’” 10So I prophesied as he 

commanded me, and breath entered them; they came to life and stood up on 

their feet—a vast army. 

  

P:  The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Verse of the Day 

ALL:   I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me will live, 

even though they die. 

 

New Testament Lesson Romans 8:11–19 

We are heirs of everlasting glory. 

 11And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he 

who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because 

of his Spirit who lives in you. 

 12Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the 

flesh, to live according to it. 13For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; 

but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds of the body, you will live. 

 14For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15The 

Spirit you received does not make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; 

rather, the Spirit you received brought about your adoption to sonship. And by 

him we cry, “Abba, Father.” 16The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we 
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are God’s children. 17Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God 

and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may 

also share in his glory. 

 18I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory 

that will be revealed in us. 19For the creation waits in eager expectation for the 

children of God to be revealed. 

P:  The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

The Confession of Faith 

P: In a world that has difficulty believing in the one true God, but is so ready to 

believe that our universe happened by some unknown accident, what do 

you believe? 
 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

 

P: In a society that so quickly rejects what God did through his Son, what do 

you believe? 
 

C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 

P: While many put their trust in things or people that they make into their gods, 

what do you believe that Jesus did that proves he has conquered death and 

is true God just as he said. 
 

C: He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

P: Those who refuse to trust the Lord are without hope. What do you believe 

that gives you hope? 
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C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion 

of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 

life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

Children's Message  

 

I Walk in Danger All the Way CW 836 sts. 1–4 
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Text: tr. Ditlef G. Ristad, 1863–1938, alt.; Hans A. Brorson, 1694–1764 
Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, Halle, 1708, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon John 11:17-27, 38-45 

 Rev. Mark S. Voss 

Theme:  Our Greatest Needs – “Life for the Dead” 
 

 17On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for 

four days. 18Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19and many 

Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. 
20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but 

Mary stayed at home. 

 21“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not 

have died. 22But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 

 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 

 24Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last 

day.” 
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 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes 

in me will live, even though they die; 26and whoever lives by believing in me will 

never die. Do you believe this?” 

 27“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, 

who is to come into the world.” 

 38Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a 

stone laid across the entrance. 39“Take away the stone,” he said. 

 “But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a 

bad odor, for he has been there four days.” 

 40Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory 

of God?” 

 41So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I 

thank you that you have heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I said 

this for the benefit of the people standing here, that they may believe that you 

sent me.” 

 43When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 
44The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and 

a cloth around his face. 

 Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 

 45Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what 

Jesus did, believed in him. 

 

Offering and Information Cards 
 

Our offering to the Lord our Savior God flows from hearts of joy and love. The offering is used to 
support the work of proclaiming the gospel message here and around the world. No one is obligated 
to join in the offering. To give an offering electronically, visit our website: www.abiding-
love.com/giving and click on “donate.”  
 
Information Cards:  We ask our members, friends, and those visiting with us today to complete an 
attendance card located in the seat backs and place it in the offering plate. If your contact information 
has recently changed, please indicate this so we may update our records. 
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+ The Lord's Supper + 
 

. 

 

Prayer for the Church 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

Words of Institution 

 

We practice membership communion. Please participate only if you are a member of a WELS 

or ELS congregation.  We truly would like you to participate in the Lord’s Supper with us, but 

ask that you give Pastor Voss an opportunity to speak with you first.  Thank you. 
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Lamb of God CW 550 sts. 1, Ref, 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Twila Paris, b. 1958 
Tune: Twila Paris, b. 1958 
Text and tune: © 1985 Mountain Spring/Straightway Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: CCLI no. 1518375 
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Reception of Lord’s Supper 

Please follow the direction of the Ushers. 
 

I’m But a Stranger Here CW 853 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Thomas R. Taylor, 1807–1835, abr. 
Tune: Arthur S. Sullivan, 1842–1900 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with the saving gift. 

We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our  

  love for one another. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
 

C: Amen. 
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Blessing 

 

I Walk in Danger All the Way CW 836 sts. 5–6 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: tr. Ditlef G. Ristad, 1863–1938, alt.; Hans A. Brorson, 1694–1764 
Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, Halle, 1708, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Silent Prayer 

Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 

1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 
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LAST WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE: 

ATTENDANCE: 3/19:       Bible Class:   32     Sunday School:  15  

        Worship:      8:00am:   70        10:30am:  96    Total:  166 

        Midweek Lent:  49 

         

SERVING THIS WEEK: 
  
Ushers: 8:00: Mark & Julie Nygren; Don Schroeder 

 10:30: Lenny Cannova; Linda Gosey; Bonnie Landis; Larry Iten 
 
Accompanist: Robert Lozen 

PowerPoint: 8:00    Griffin Gassner Next:  The Beichlers    

 10:30  Kaitlyn Kolakowski     

Livestream:            10:30  Michael & Bethany Wu 

Fellowship: Joette Meyers Next:  Kathy Kalsto 

Altar Guild:  8:00 Stacey Devlin 

   10:30 Nicky Shelton 

 
 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Tues. Mar. 28 8:00am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at House of  
         Omelets on Pine Island Road 

 6:30pm Women’s Evening Bible Study at the  

         home of Paula Bruns — 1st & 2nd Kings 

Wed. Mar. 29 10:45am Ladies’ Bible Study 

 6-7:30pm Lenten Meal (6:15pm) and Devotion (7:00pm) 

6:30-6:45pm Choir Rehearsal 
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LENTEN DEVOTIONS & FELLOWSHIP 

Wednesdays 6:00-7:30pm 

You are invited to join us on Wednesday evenings during Lent for a light meal 

beginning at 6:15 followed by our Lenten Devotion from 7:00-7:30pm.  Come a few 

minutes early and help us get set up!  Stay a few extra minutes and help us get set 

up again for Preschool. 

 
 

EASTER LILIES 

If you are interested in purchasing an Easter Lily to help beautify the church altar 

on Easter Sunday, there is a sign-up sheet located on the bulletin board in the 

entryway. Lilies are $12/plant (cash). Place your payment in one of the flower 

donation envelopes and put it in the offering plate or in the church office. 

“No-Knock” Canvassing!  Sat., April 2 - 9:00am (abt 1 hour) 

What?    The easiest canvassing you’ve ever done. 

Who?     You! 

Where?  The neighborhood east of Chiquita Blvd and north of Mohawk Pkwy 

    (meet at church) 

When?   Saturday, April 1st beginning at 9:00am (up to 1 hour) 

Why?     Serving Jesus! 
 

Contact Staff Minister Ben Mahnke for more information. 
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ATTENTION CHURCH KEY HOLDERS 

We are in the process of installing a new Key Card System on the front door of the 
church.  If you are a key holder, please see Wendy in the office so that you can 
complete paperwork to receive your new Key Card and PIN number in time for 
activation of the system.  If you have a church key that you no longer need, please 
return it to the office.  Thank you! 

  

 

WOMEN’S EVENING BIBLE STUDY AT THE BRUNS      Tuesdays at 6:30pm 

Paula Bruns offers a women’s bible study at her home (5695 Bolla Ct. in Fort 

Myers) on Tuesday evenings from 6:30-7:30pm.  The group is currently studying 

1st & 2nd Kings. If you are interested in joining this Bible study, contact Paula 

Bruns at 239-634-1008 or paulabruns@ymail.com. 
  

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP  Wednesday Mornings 

The Women’s Morning Bible Study Group will meet again this Wednesday at 

10:45am in the Multipurpose Room.  We are currently studying What’s Big Starts 

Small by Mike Novotny, pastor of The CORE (Appleton, WI) who also serves as the 

lead speaker for Time of Grace, a global media ministry.  All women are invited to 

attend.   

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST Tuesdays at 8:00am 

The Men’s Fellowship Breakfast Group meets every Tuesday morning at 8:00am at 

the House of Omelets, located at 900 SW Pine Island Road #122 in Cape Coral.  

We hope you can join us. 
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SAVE THE DATE 
 

CAMP SOUTH 
July 24-28th 

5th-8th Grades 
 

WHAT:  The most fun you’ll have this summer. Incredible activities (tough mudder, zip line, inflatables, 

massive group competitions), next-level worship, and more new friends than you can count. 

 

WHERE:   Georgia FFA Camp, just outside of Atlanta.  720 FFA FHA Camp Rd. Covington, GA 30014 

 

COST:  Estimated cost is $315 per attendee. 
 

Please see Staff Minister Ben Mahnke if you are interested in more information about 
this camp. 

 
  

SAVE THE DATE 
 

 

AMAZING RACE TEEN CHALLENGE 
June 20-23rd 

9th-12th Grades 
 

WHAT:  This challenge will be the most fun you’ll have this summer. A team scavenger hunt through an 

Orlando theme park (Epcot - 2023), inspiring keynotes, an amazing resort, and a great chance to grow with 

people at the same point in life’s journey. 
 

WHERE:   Tropical Palms Resort (Kissimmee, FL) 
 

COST:  Estimated cost is $395 per attendee. 
 

Please see Staff Minister Ben Mahnke 
if you are interested in more information about this event. 

SPECIAL OFFERING TO SUPPORT YOUTH SUMMER CAMPS 

During the month of April we will be collecting a special offering to help defray the 

cost of summer camp for our youth families.  If you would like to donate, please 

designate your gift as “Youth Summer Camps.”  Thank you! 



19 

 
 
  

 
EARLY CHILDHOOD MINISTRY DIRECTOR CALL 

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do 
not give up.”  Galatians 6:9 

  

On Wednesday, March 8th, the congregation voted unanimously to extend a call to 

Mrs. Allison Byers to serve as our Early Childhood Ministry Director.  Mrs. Byers 

currently serves St. Paul Lutheran School in Lake Mills, WI as their Early Childhood 

Ministry Director.  Mrs. Byers will be prayerfully considering our call over the next few 

weeks.  If you would like to offer some encouraging words to Mrs. Byers, please email 

her at byersans@gmail.com. 

 
MEET OUR NEW PASTOR 

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do 
not give up.”  Galatians 6:9 

  

On Sunday, Feb. 5th Pastor Gorzalski accepted our Call to serve as Pastor of Abiding 

Love!  Pastor Gorzalski and his family plan to move to Cape Coral in June to begin his 

ministry here.  Please keep Pastor Gorzalski and his family in your prayers as they 

prepare for their move. 

If you would like to contact Pastor Gorzalski please email him at 

pastortomgorzalski@gmail.com. 

mailto:pastortomgorzalski@gmail.com
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• Maundy Thursday – Thursday, April 6                      7:00pm 
Join us for a worship service with Holy Communion  
as we remember the Last Supper of our Lord.

 

• Good Friday – Friday, April 7       3:30pm & 7:00pm 
Join us for our Service of Darkness. 
 

• Easter Sunday – April 9               

• Easter Worship 8:00am 

• Easter Breakfast  9:00am 

• Children’s Resurrection Egg Hunt 9:30am 

• Easter Worship 10:30am 
 

 

                
ABOUT ABIDING LOVE: Abiding Love Lutheran Church is a congregation in the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), with almost 400,000 members in 49 states 
and missionaries in 23 nations. The WELS is committed to the Scriptures as the inspired, 
inerrant Word of God, and therefore the only guide for faith and life. If you would like to know 
more  about  us, or  if  you  are  seeking  Biblical  counseling,  give  Pastor Voss  a  call  at    
303-808-0611 or email him at: markvoss35@gmail.com.  


