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March 19, 2023 Fourth Sunday in Lent 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“We, as a Christian congregation, are committed to reaching out with the true 

Gospel of Jesus Christ, while living and growing ourselves in God’s Word.” 

WELCOME! 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. In our service we gather before Jesus 

our Savior to offer him worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 

ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word. 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 

• The Elders request that we observe five minutes of quiet time in the sanctuary 

prior to the start of each service.  Please be seated and use this time to prepare 

for worship and read the bulletin announcements. 

• We love families! Your children are welcome in our service, including our 

youngest children!  Thanks for bringing them to hear about Jesus. If you would 

like, there are children’s worship bags with lessons, crayons, and books in the 

entryway of the church.  An usher can assist you.  We ask that you return these 

to the basket after the service. 

• Before the Service:  We ask all our members and visitors to please 

complete a yellow information card located in the seat backs.  These will 

be collected by the ushers during the offering. 

•  Please silence your cell phones. 
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Father, We Praise You CW 778 

 

 

 
 
Text: tr. Percy Dearmer, 1867–1936; attr. Gregory I, c. 540–604 
Tune: Antiphoner, Paris, 1681 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Luther's Morning Prayer 

ALL:  I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear Son, that 

you have kept me this night from all harm and danger. Keep me this day 

also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please you. 

Into your hands I commend my body and soul and all things. Let your holy 

angel be with me, that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen. 

 

P:   O Lord, open my lips. 

C:   And my mouth shall declare your praise.  
 

P:   Hasten to save me, O God.         

C:   O Lord, come quickly to help me.  

P:  Behold the Lamb of God: let us worship him. 
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Christ Be My Leader CW 518 sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926 
Tune: Irish 
Text: © 1964, ren. 1992 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
Tune: Public domain 

 

+ Scripture Lessons + 
 

Epistle Ephesians 5:8-14 

Those who have seen the light of Christ strive to leave darkness behind 
 

 8For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as 

children of light 9(for the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness 

and truth) 10and find out what pleases the Lord. 11Have nothing to do with the 
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fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose them. 12It is shameful even to 

mention what the disobedient do in secret. 13But everything exposed by the light 

becomes visible—and everything that is illuminated becomes a light. 14This is 

why it is said: 

“Wake up, sleeper, 

 rise from the dead, 

 and Christ will shine on you.” 

P:  The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm of the Day Psalm 31 
(We will sing the psalm together.) 

 

In you, O LORD, I have taken refuge;* 

deliver me in your righteousness. 

Be my rock of refuge,* 

a strong fortress to save me. 
 

Into your hands I commit my spirit;* 

redeem me, O LORD, the God of truth. 
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My times are in your hands;* 

save me in your unfailing love. 
 

How great is your goodness,* 

which you have stored up for those who fear you. 
 

You heard my cry for mercy* 

when I called to you for help. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
 

 

Refrain Tune: Jack Noble White. © 1976 Belwin-Mills Publishing Corp. (admin. Alfred Publishing Co.). All rights reserved. 

Used by permission. 

  



7 

 

Gospel John 9:1–7, 13–17, 34–39 

Sight for the Blind 

 1As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 

 3“Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so 

that the works of God might be displayed in him. 4As long as it is day, we must 

do the works of him who sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5While 

I am in the world, I am the light of the world.” 

 6After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and 

put it on the man’s eyes. 7“Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this 

word means “Sent”). So the man went and washed, and came home seeing. 

 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14Now the day 

on which Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 
15Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. “He 

put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.” 

 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep 

the Sabbath.” 

 But others asked, “How can a sinner perform such signs?” So they were 

divided. 

 17Then they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? 

It was your eyes he opened.” 

 The man replied, “He is a prophet.” 

 34To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture 

us!” And they threw him out. 

 35Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, 

“Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 

 36“Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.” 

 37Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with 

you.” 
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 38Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 

 39Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will 

see and those who see will become blind.” 

P:  The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Seasonal Response 

All:   All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord has laid on him the 

iniquity of us all. By his wounds we are healed. 

 

Children's Message 

 

 

Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness CW 517 
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Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955, alt. 
Tune: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

Sermon John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39 
 Rev. Mark S. Voss 
 

Theme:  Our Greatest Needs – “Sight for the Blind” 

 

  

Offering and Information Cards 
 

Our offering to the Lord our Savior God flows from hearts of joy and love. The offering is used to 
support the work of proclaiming the gospel message here and around the world. No one is obligated 
to join in the offering. To give an offering electronically, visit our website: www.abiding-
love.com/giving and click on “donate.”  
 
Information Cards:  We ask our members, friends, and those visiting with us today to complete an 
attendance card located in the seat backs and place it in the offering plate. If your contact information 
has recently changed, please indicate this so we may update our records. 
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Amazing Grace CW 576 

 

 

 
 
Text (sts. 1–3): John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.; (st. 4): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, Richmond, 1790 
Tune: Columbian Harmony, Cincinnati, 1829, ed. Benjamin Shaw; ed. Charles H. Spilman 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 
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Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Prayer for Grace 

P:  O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have 

brought us safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and 

grant that this day we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and 

in all we do, direct us to what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, your 

Son, our Lord. 
 

C:  Amen. 
 

P:  Let us praise the Lord. 
 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Blessing 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  Amen. 
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Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise CW 931 sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: John Ellerton, 1826–1893, abr. 
Tune: Edward J. Hopkins, 1818–1901 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Silent Prayer 

WELS Connection Video 

Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by 

Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 
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LAST WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE: 

ATTENDANCE: 3/12:       Bible Class:  35      Sunday School:  15  

        Worship:      8:00am:   67         10:30am:  103      Total:  170  

        Midweek Lent:  53 

         

SERVING THIS WEEK: 
  
Ushers: 8:00: Mark & Julie Nygren; Don Schroeder 

 10:30: Linda Gosey; Bonnie Landis; Larry Iten 
 
Accompanist: Jack Lehnhardt 

PowerPoint: 8:00    Jay & Stacey Devlin Next:  Griffin Gassner      

Livestream:            10:30   Aaron Rys Next:  Aaron Rys 

Fellowship: Rod & Jan Busch Next:  Joette Meyers 

Altar Guild:  8:00 Stacey Devlin 

   10:30 Nicky Shelton 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

TODAY  11:45am Member Care Team Meeting 
 
March 20-24  VPK Spring Break 
 
Mon. Mar. 20   Youth Yardwork Day 

Tues. Mar. 21 8:00am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at House of  
          Omelets on Pine Island Road 

   6:30pm Women’s Evening Bible Study at the  

          home of Paula Bruns — 1st & 2nd Kings 

Wed. Mar. 22 10:45am Ladies’ Bible Study 

   6-7:30pm Lenten Meal (6:15) and Devotion (7:00pm) 
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SAVE THE DATE 
 

CAMP SOUTH 
July 24-28th 

5th-8th Grades 
 

Please see Staff Minister Ben Mahnke in you are interested in more information 
about this camp. 

•   
LENTEN DEVOTIONS & FELLOWSHIP 

Wednesdays 6:00-7:30pm 

You are invited to join us on Wednesday evenings during Lent for a light meal 

beginning at 6:15 followed by our Lenten Devotion from 7:00-7:30pm.  Come a few 

minutes early and help us get set up!  Stay a few extra minutes and help us get set 

up again for Preschool. 

 
 

EASTER LILIES 

If you are interested in purchasing an Easter Lily to help beautify the church altar 

on Easter Sunday, there is a sign-up sheet located on the bulletin board in the 

entryway. Lilies are $12/plant (cash). Place your payment in one of the flower 

donation envelopes and put it in the offering plate or in the church office. 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

 

AMAZING RACE TEEN CHALLENGE 
June 20-23rd 

9th-12th Grades 
 

Please see Staff Minister Ben Mahnke if you are interested in more information 
about this event. 
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ATTENTION CHURCH KEY HOLDERS 

We are in the process of installing a new Key Card System on the front door of the 
church.  If you are a key holder, please see Wendy in the office so that you can 
complete paperwork to receive your new Key Card and PIN number in time for 
activation of the system.  If you have a church key that you no longer need, please 
return it to the office.  Thank you! 

  

 WOMEN’S EVENING BIBLE STUDY AT THE BRUNS      Tuesdays at 6:30pm 

Paula Bruns offers a women’s bible study at her home (5695 Bolla Ct. in Fort 

Myers) on Tuesday evenings from 6:30-7:30pm.  The group is currently studying 

1st & 2nd Kings. If you are interested in joining this Bible study contact Paula Bruns 

at 239-634-1008 or paulabruns@ymail.com. 
  

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP  Wednesday Mornings 

The Women’s Morning Bible Study Group will meet again this Wednesday at 

10:45am in the Multipurpose Room.  We are currently studying What’s Big Starts 

Small by Mike Novotny, pastor of The CORE (Appleton, WI) who also serves as the 

lead speaker for Time of Grace, a global media ministry.  All women are invited to 

attend.   

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST Tuesdays at 8:00am 

The Men’s Fellowship Breakfast Group meets every Tuesday morning at 8:00am at 

the House of Omelets, located at 900 SW Pine Island Road #122 in Cape Coral.  

We hope you can join us. 

“No-Knock” Canvassing!  Sat. April 1 – 9:00am (abt 1 hour) 

What?    The easiest canvassing you’ve ever done. 

Who?     You! 

Where?  The neighborhood east of Chiquita Blvd and north of Mohawk Pkwy 

    (meet at church) 

When?   Saturday, April 1st beginning at 9:00am (up to 1 hour) 

Why?     Serving Jesus! 
 

Contact Staff Minister Ben Mahnke for more information. 
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• Maundy Thursday – Thursday, April 6                      7:00pm 
Join us for a worship service with Holy Communion  
as we remember the Last Supper of our Lord.

 

• Good Friday – Friday, April 7       3:30pm & 7:00pm 
Join us for our Service of Darkness. 
 

• Easter Sunday – April 9               

• Easter Worship 8:00am 

• Easter Breakfast  9:00am 

• Children’s Resurrection Egg Hunt 9:30am 

• Easter Worship 10:30am 
 

 

                
ABOUT ABIDING LOVE: Abiding Love Lutheran Church is a congregation in the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), with almost 400,000 members in 49 states 
and missionaries in 23 nations. The WELS is committed to the Scriptures as the inspired, 
inerrant Word of God, and therefore the only guide for faith and life. If you would like to know 
more  about  us, or  if  you  are  seeking  Biblical  counseling,  give  Pastor Voss  a  call  at    
303-808-0611 or email him at: markvoss35@gmail.com.  

 
EARLY CHILDHOOD MINISTRY DIRECTOR CALL 

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do 
not give up.”  Galatians 6:9 

  

On Wednesday, March 8th, the congregation voted unanimously to extend a call to Mrs. 

Allison Byers to serve as our Early Childhood Ministry Director.  Mrs. Byers currently 

serves St. Paul Lutheran School in Lake Mills, WI as their Early Childhood Ministry 

Director.  Mrs. Byers will be prayerfully considering our call over the next few weeks.  If 

you would like to offer some encouraging words to Mrs. Byers, please email her at 

byersans@gmail.com. 


