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March 12, 2023 Third Sunday in Lent 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“We, as a Christian congregation, are committed to reaching out with the true 

Gospel of Jesus Christ, while living and growing ourselves in God’s Word.” 

WELCOME! 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. In our service we gather before Jesus 

our Savior to offer him worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 

ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word. 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 

• The Elders request that we observe five minutes of quiet time in the sanctuary 

prior to the start of each service.  Please be seated and use this time to prepare 

for worship and read the bulletin announcements. 

• We love families! Your children are welcome in our service, including our 

youngest children!  Thanks for bringing them to hear about Jesus. If you would 

like, there are children’s worship bags with lessons, crayons, and books in the 

entryway of the church.  An usher can assist you.  We ask that you return these 

to the basket after the service. 

• Before the Service:  We ask all our members and visitors to please 

complete a yellow information card located in the seat backs.  These will 

be collected by the ushers during the offering. 

•  Please silence your cell phones. 
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I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say CW 703 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–1889, alt. 
Tune: English; adapt. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 
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Confession of Sins 

P:  God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to 

forgive us. 

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that 

I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done 

what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your 

punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, 

and trusting in my Savior, Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, 

a sinner. 

P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only 

Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of 

Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

 

Prayer and Praise 

Lord, Have Mercy 

P:  For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with 

gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P:  For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and 

for the courage to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, 

hear our prayer, O Christ. 

C: Christ, have mercy. 

P:  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer 

here their worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
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P:  Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep 

us in your tender care. 

C: Amen. 

P:  The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 

 

O Lord, Our Lord     (All Sing) 
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Prayer of the Day 

P:  Almighty God, look with favor on your humble servants, and stretch out the 

right hand of your power to defend us against all our enemies; through Jesus 

Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 
 

C: Amen. 
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+ THE WORD + 
 

Old Testament Lesson Exodus 17:1-7 

In grace God gave his people water from a rock 

 1The whole Israelite community set out from the Desert of Sin, traveling from 

place to place as the LORD commanded. They camped at Rephidim, but there 

was no water for the people to drink. 2So they quarreled with Moses and said, 

“Give us water to drink.” 

 Moses replied, “Why do you quarrel with me? Why do you put the LORD to the 

test?” 

 3But the people were thirsty for water there, and they grumbled against Moses. 

They said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt to make us and our children 

and livestock die of thirst?” 

 4Then Moses cried out to the LORD, “What am I to do with these people? They 

are almost ready to stone me.” 

 5The LORD answered Moses, “Go out in front of the people. Take with you 

some of the elders of Israel and take in your hand the staff with which you struck 

the Nile, and go. 6I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb. Strike the 

rock, and water will come out of it for the people to drink.” So Moses did this in 

the sight of the elders of Israel. 7And he called the place Massah and Meribah 

because the Israelites quarreled and because they tested the LORD saying, “Is 

the LORD among us or not?” 

  

P:  The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation Verse 

ALL:  Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty 

again, but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst.” 
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Gospel John 4:4-26 

One of the most beautiful conversations ever recorded 

 

Pastor: 4Now he had to go through Samaria. 5So he came to a town in Samaria 

called Sychar, near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 
6Jacob’s well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down 

by the well. It was about noon.  7When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, 

Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” 8(His disciples had gone into the 

town to buy food.) 

Congregation:  9The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew and I am a 

Samaritan woman. How can you ask me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate 

with Samaritans.) 

Pastor: 10Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God and who it is that 

asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would have given you 

living water.”  11“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw with and the 

well is deep. Where can you get this living water? 12Are you greater than our 

father Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as did also his sons 

and his livestock?” 

Congregation: 13Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water will be 

thirsty again, 14but whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst. Indeed, 

the water I give them will become in them a spring of water welling up to eternal 

life.”  15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so that I won’t get thirsty 

and have to keep coming here to draw water.” 

Pastor: 16He told her, “Go, call your husband and come back.”  17“I have no 

husband,” she replied.  Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you have 

no husband. 18The fact is, you have had five husbands, and the man you now 

have is not your husband. What you have just said is quite true.” 

Congregation: 19“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a prophet. 20Our 

ancestors worshiped on this mountain, but you Jews claim that the place where 

we must worship is in Jerusalem.” 

Pastor: 21“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is coming when you will 

worship the Father neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. 22You Samaritans 
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worship what you do not know; we worship what we do know, for salvation is 

from the Jews. 23Yet a time is coming and has now come when the true 

worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit and in truth, for they are the kind 

of worshipers the Father seeks. 24God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship 

in the Spirit and in truth.” 

Congregation:  25The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called Christ) “is 

coming. When he comes, he will explain everything to us.”  26Then Jesus 

declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I am he.” 

P:  This is the Gospel of Christ. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Children's Message 
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Delay Not! Delay Not CW 712 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Thomas Hastings, 1784–1872, alt. 
Tune: Welsh, 17th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon John 4:5-26 

 Rev. Mark S. Voss 
 

Theme:  Our Greatest Needs – “Water for the Thirsty”   

 
 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
        maker of heaven and earth, 
        of all that is, 
        seen and unseen. 
  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
        eternally begotten of the Father, 
        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
        begotten, not made, 
        of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 
        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
    He suffered death and was buried. 
    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
    He ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
        the Lord, the giver of life, 
        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
        who in unity with the Father and the Son  
            is worshiped and glorified, 
        who has spoken through the prophets. 
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    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead 
        and the life of the world to come.  Amen. 
 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

Offering and Information Cards 
 

Our offering to the Lord our Savior God flows from hearts of joy and love. The offering is used to 
support the work of proclaiming the gospel message here and around the world. No one is obligated 
to join in the offering. To give an offering electronically, visit our website: www.abiding-
love.com/giving and click on “donate.”  
 
Information Cards:  We ask our members, friends, and those visiting with us today to complete an 
attendance card located in the seat backs and place it in the offering plate. If your contact information 
has recently changed, please indicate this so we may update our records. 
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+ THE SACRAMENT + 

 

 

 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

P: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed 

us with every spiritual blessing. In the past he spoke to us through the 

prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, who is the 

radiance of his glory.  Now have come the salvation and the power and the 

kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the 

throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever 

and ever. 

Dear visiting friends, 

Abiding Love joins in the historic practice of the Christian Church regarding "close" 

communion.  What this means is that our pastor takes his responsibility to spiritually care for 

each soul in our congregation very compassionately and seriously.  We want those coming to 

the Lord's table to do so to their spiritual benefit and not harm.  We also want the oneness 

expressed in receiving Holy Communion to be genuine and not contrived. 

Since this is what we believe, we respectfully ask, if you are not a member of a sister church in 

WELS or ELS, that you refrain from joining us at communion today.  We truly want you to 

participate in communion with us, but we ask that you give Pastor Voss an opportunity to 

privately speak with you about it first.  Thank you! 
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Holy, Holy, Holy 

 

 

 

Words of Institution & Distribution 

Please follow the direction of the Ushers. 
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Thanksgiving 

 

Blessing 

 

God Loves Me Dearly CW 583, v. 1-4 

1.  God love me dearly, grants me salvation;  

 God loves me dearly, loves even me.  

 

Refrain:  

 Therefore I’ll say again: God loves me dearly,  

 God loves me dearly, loves even me.  

 

2. I was in slav’ry, sin, death, and darkness; 

 God’s love was working to make me free. (Refrain) 

 

3.  He sent forth Jesus, my dear Redeemer; 

 He sent for Jesus and set me free.  (Refrain) 

 

4.  Jesus, my Savior, himself did offer; 

 Jesus, my Savior, paid all I owed. (Refrain) 

 

Silent Prayer 

 

Acknowledgments 
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LAST WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE: 

ATTENDANCE: 3/5:       Bible Class:  37      Sunday School:   15 

        Worship:      8:00am:  88          10:30am:  96       Total:  184 

        Midweek Lent:  64 

         

SERVING THIS WEEK: 
  
Ushers: 8:00: Mark & Julie Nygren; Don Schroeder 

 10:30: Lenny Cannova; Bonnie Landis; Larry Iten 
 
Accompanist: Robert Lozen 

PowerPoint: 8:00    Jay & Stacey Devlin Next:  Jay & Stacey Devlin      

Livestream:            10:30   Aaron Rys Next:  Aaron Rys 

Fellowship: Debbie Messner Next:  Rod & Jan Busch 

Altar Guild:  8:00 Stacey Devlin 

   10:30 Nicky Shelton 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Tues. Mar. 14 8:00am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at House of  
          Omelets on Pine Island Road 

   6:30pm Women’s Evening Bible Study at the  

          home of Paula Bruns — 1st & 2nd Kings 

Wed. Mar. 15 8:30am Preschool Chapel 

   10:45am Ladies’ Bible Study 

   6-7:30pm Lenten Meal (6:15) and Devotion (7:00pm) 
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FAITH BUILDERS – Bible Information Class – Sundays thru April  2nd - 4-5:30pm 
Are you interested in becoming a member of Abiding Love, or know of someone who 
may be?  Pastor Voss is planning the next membership class, entitled Faith 
Builders – a six-week course on the Lutheran Faith -- and would like to include you!  
Classes will meet on Sunday evenings from 4:00-5:30pm.  Please speak with Pastor 
Voss if you are interested (303-808-0611). 

LENTEN DEVOTIONS & FELLOWSHIP 

Wednesdays 6:00-7:30pm 

You are invited to join us on Wednesday evenings during Lent for a light meal beginning 

at 6:15 followed by our Lenten Devotion from 7:00-7:30pm.  Come a few minutes early 

and help us get set up!  Stay a few extra minutes and help us get set up again for 

Preschool. 

ATTENTION CHURCH KEY HOLDERS 

We are in the process of installing a new Key Card System on the front door of the 
church.  If you are a key holder, please see Wendy in the office so that you can 
complete paperwork to receive your new Key Card and PIN number in time for 
activation of the system.  If you have a church key that you no longer need, please 
return it to the office.  Thank you! 

  

 

 
 

EASTER LILIES 

If you are interested in purchasing an Easter Lily to help beautify the church altar on 

Easter Sunday, there is a sign-up sheet located on the bulletin board in the entryway. 

Lilies are $12/plant (cash). Place your payment in one of the flower donation 

envelopes and put it in the offering plate or in the church office. 

http://www.allanstanglin.com/wp-content/uploads/FaithBuildersLogo.jpg
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PRESCHOOL SET-UP HELP NEEDED—Sundays and Wednesdays 

Every Sunday after the 10:30 worship service a group of people is needed to assist 

with setting up the Preschool / VPK in the Sanctuary for the school week.  Help is 

also needed after our Lent services.  If you can be available to assist, your help will 

be very much appreciated.  The transition does not take long, and many hands 

make quick work.  Thank you! 

WOMEN’S EVENING BIBLE STUDY AT THE BRUNS      Tuesdays at 6:30pm 

Paula Bruns offers a women’s bible study at her home (5695 Bolla Ct. in Fort 

Myers) on Tuesday evenings from 6:30-7:30pm.  The group is currently studying 

1st & 2nd Kings. If you are interested in joining this Bible study contact Paula 

Bruns at 239-634-1008 or paulabruns@ymail.com. 
  

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP –Wednesday Mornings 

The Women’s Morning Bible Study Group will meet again this Wednesday at 

10:45am in the Multipurpose Room.  We are currently studying What’s Big Starts 

Small by Mike Novotny, pastor of The CORE (Appleton, WI) who also serves as 

the lead speaker for Time of Grace, a global media ministry.  All women are 

invited to attend.   

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST—Tuesdays at 8:00am 

The Men’s Fellowship Breakfast Group meets every Tuesday morning at 8:00am 

at the House of Omelets, located at 900 SW Pine Island Road #122 in Cape 

Coral.  We hope you can join us. 
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ALTAR FLOWERS 

If you are interested in donating flowers to beautify our church altar, please sign up 
on the Flower Chart located in the church entryway beside the bulletin board.  
Flowers cost $30/week.  There are envelopes to complete beside the chart.  Flower 
requests should be turned in to the office at least one week in advance. 

  

 

SAVE THE DATE 

 

CAMP SOUTH 
July 24-28th 

5th-8th Grades 
 

Please see Staff Minister Ben Mahnke in you are interested in more information 
about this camp. 

SAVE THE DATE 

 
 

AMAZING RACE TEEN CHALLENGE 
June 20-23rd 

9th-12th Grades 
 

Please see Staff Minister Ben Mahnke if you are interested in more information 
about this event. 
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EARLY CHILDHOOD MINISTRY DIRECTOR CALL 
“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do 

not give up.”  Galatians 6:9 
  

On Wednesday, March 8th, the congregation voted unanimously to extend a call to Mrs. 

Allison Byers to serve as our Early Childhood Ministry Director.  Mrs. Byers currently 

serves St. Paul Lutheran School in Lake Mills, WI as their Early Childhood Ministry 

Director.  Mrs. Byers will be prayerfully considering our call over the next few weeks.  We 

will keep you informed as to when it is appropriate to begin reaching out to her. 

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 
 

• Maundy Thursday – Thursday, April 6             7:00pm 
Join us for a worship service with Holy Communion as we  
remember the Last Supper of our Lord.

 

• Good Friday – Friday, April 7    3:30pm & 7:00pm 
Join us for our traditional Good Friday service. 
 

• Easter Sunday – April 9               

• 8:00am Easter Worship 

• 9:15am Breakfast and Easter activities for children 

• 10:30am Easter Worship 
 

 

                
ABOUT ABIDING LOVE: Abiding Love Lutheran Church is a congregation in the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), with almost 400,000 members in 49 states 
and missionaries in 23 nations. The WELS is committed to the Scriptures as the inspired, 
inerrant Word of God, and therefore the only guide for faith and life. If you would like to know 
more about us, or if you are  seeking  Biblical  counseling,  give  Pastor Voss  a  call  at    
303-808-0611 or email him at: markvoss35@gmail.com.  


