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March 5, 2023 Second Sunday in Lent 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“We, as a Christian congregation, are committed to reaching out with the true 

Gospel of Jesus Christ, while living and growing ourselves in God’s Word.” 

WELCOME! 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. In our service we gather before Jesus 

our Savior to offer him worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 

ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word. 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 

• The Elders request that we observe five minutes of quiet time in the sanctuary 

prior to the start of each service.  Please be seated and use this time to prepare 

for worship and read the bulletin announcements. 

• We love families! Your children are welcome in our service, including our 

youngest children!  Thanks for bringing them to hear about Jesus. If you would 

like, there are children’s worship bags with lessons, crayons, and books in the 

entryway of the church.  An usher can assist you.  We ask that you return these 

to the basket after the service. 

• Before the Service:  We ask all our members and visitors to please 

complete a yellow information card located in the seat backs.  These will 

be collected by the ushers during the offering. 

•  Please silence your cell phones. 
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Psalm 121  

We will sing the psalm together. 

 
 

I lift up my eyes to the hills.* 

Where does my help come from? 
 

My help comes from the LORD,* 

the maker of heaven and earth. 
 

He will not let your foot slip,* 

he who watches over you will not slumber; 
 

indeed, he who watches over Israel* 

will neither slumber nor sleep. 
 

Refrain 
 

The LORD watches over you,* 

the LORD is your shade at your right hand. 
 

The LORD will keep you from all harm,* 

he will watch over your life; 
 

the LORD will watch over your coming and going* 

both now and forevermore. 
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

 

Refrain Tune: Jane Marshall. From Psalms Together. © 1988 Choristers Guild. All rights reserved. 

Used by permission. 

 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 
of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

 
C:  And also with you. 
 

 

Confession of Sins 

P:  We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve 
him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his 
wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead 
for his mercy. 

 
ALL: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In 

countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be 
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called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy 
on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and 
take away my guilt. 

 
P:     God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 

innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. 
You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to 
his will. 

C: Amen. 
 

Prayer and Praise  

P:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

All Sing:  Oh, Taste and See 

 

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.  

Blessed are they who take refuge in him. 

Your Word, O Lord, is eternal; it stands firm in the heavens. 

Your faithfulness continues forever. 

Oh, taste and see that the Lord is good.  

Blessed are they who take refuge in him. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P:  Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard 

and keep us both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may 

happen to the body and all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C:   Amen. 
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Children's Message 

+ God's Word + 
 

Old Testament Lesson Genesis 12:1-8 

Abram - the father of our faith  
 

 1The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your 

father’s household to the land I will show you. 

2“I will make you into a great nation, 

 and I will bless you; 

I will make your name great, 

 and you will be a blessing. 
3I will bless those who bless you, 

 and whoever curses you I will curse; 

and all peoples on earth 

 will be blessed through you.” 

 4So Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was 

seventy-five years old when he set out from Harran. 5He took his wife Sarai, his 

nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had 

acquired in Harran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived 

there. 

 6Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh 

at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. 7The LORD appeared 

to Abram and said, “To your offspring I will give this land.” So he built an altar 

there to the LORD, who had appeared to him. 

 8From there he went on toward the hills east of Bethel and pitched his tent, 

with Bethel on the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to the LORD 

and called on the name of the LORD. 

P:  The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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Verse of the Day 

ALL:  For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,  

  that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal 

life. 

 

New Testament Lesson Romans 4:1–5, 13–17 

Faith is our credit card of righteousness 
 

 1What then shall we say that Abraham, our forefather according to the flesh, 

discovered in this matter? 2If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had 

something to boast about—but not before God. 3What does Scripture say? 

“Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.” 

 4Now to the one who works, wages are not credited as a gift but as an 

obligation. 5However, to the one who does not work but trusts God who justifies 

the ungodly, their faith is credited as righteousness. 

 13It was not through the law that Abraham and his offspring received the 

promise that he would be heir of the world, but through the righteousness that 

comes by faith. 14For if those who depend on the law are heirs, faith means 

nothing and the promise is worthless, 15because the law brings wrath. And where 

there is no law there is no transgression. 

 16Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may 

be guaranteed to all Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law 

but also to those who have the faith of Abraham. He is the father of us all. 17As 

it is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.” He is our father in the 

sight of God, in whom he believed—the God who gives life to the dead and calls 

into being things that were not. 

  

P:  The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 
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God Loved the World So That He Gave CW 570 

 

 

 
 

5 If you are sick, if death is near, 

this truth your troubled heart can cheer: 

Christ Jesus saves my soul from death; 

this is the anchor of my faith! 

 

6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 

and Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To you, O blessèd Trinity, 

be praise now and eternally! 
 
Text: tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.; Heiliges Lippen- und Hertzens- Opffer, Stettin, c. 1778 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–1893 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon John 3:1-17 
 Rev. Mark S. Voss 
 

Theme:  Our Greatest Needs – “A Gift for the World” 

 1Now there was a Pharisee, a man named Nicodemus who was a member of 

the Jewish ruling council. 2He came to Jesus at night and said, “Rabbi, we know 

that you are a teacher who has come from God. For no one could perform the 

signs you are doing if God were not with him.” 

 3Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless 

they are born again.” 

 4“How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely 

they cannot enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!” 

 5Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God 

unless they are born of water and the Spirit. 6Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the 

Spirit gives birth to spirit. 7You should not be surprised at my saying, ‘You must 

be born again.’ 8The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but 

you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone 

born of the Spirit.” 

 9“How can this be?” Nicodemus asked. 

 10“You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these 

things? 11Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what 

we have seen, but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12I have spoken 

to you of earthly things and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I 

speak of heavenly things? 13No one has ever gone into heaven except the one 

who came from heaven—the Son of Man. 14Just as Moses lifted up the snake in 

the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 15that everyone who 

believes may have eternal life in him.” 

 16For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever 

believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17For God did not send his 

Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness CW 573 

 

 

 
 

5 When from the dust of death I rise 

to claim my mansion in the skies, 

this then shall be my only plea: 

Jesus has lived and died for me. 

 

6 Jesus, be worshiped endlessly! 

Your boundless mercy has for me, 

for me and all your hands have made, 

an everlasting ransom paid. 
 
Text: tr. John B. Wesley, 1703–1791, alt.; Nicolaus L. von Zinzendorf, 1700–1760, abr. 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–1893 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

 

Offering and Information Cards 
 

Our offering to the Lord our Savior God flows from hearts of joy and love. The offering is used to 
support the work of proclaiming the gospel message here and around the world. No one is obligated 
to join in the offering. To give an offering electronically, visit our website: www.abiding-
love.com/giving and click on “donate.”  
 
Information Cards:  We ask our members, friends, and those visiting with us today to complete an 
attendance card located in the seat backs and place it in the offering plate. If your contact information 
has recently changed, please indicate this so we may update our records. 
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Abide, O Dearest Jesus CW 924 

 

 
 

5 Abide with your protection 

    among us, Lord, our strength, 

lest world and Satan fell us 

    and overcome at length. 

 

6 Abide, O faithful Savior, 

    among us with your love; 

grant steadfastness and help us 

    to reach our home above. 
 
Text: tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, alt.; Josua Stegmann, 1588–1632 
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570–1615 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Silent Prayer 

 

Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 

1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 
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  LAST WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE: 

ATTENDANCE: 2/26:       Bible Class:  33        Sunday School:  15   

        Worship:      8:00am:  68          10:30am:  108          Total:  176 

        Midweek Lent:  46 

         

SERVING THIS WEEK: 
  
Ushers: 8:00: Mark & Julie Nygren; Don Schroeder 

 10:30: Lenny Cannova; Bonnie Landis; Linda Gosey; Larry Iten 
 
Accompanist: Jack Lehnhardt 

PowerPoint: 8:00    Jay & Stacey Devlin Next:  Jay & Stacey Devlin      

Livestream:            10:30   Aaron Rys Next:  Aaron Rys 

Fellowship: Scott & Sheri Ala Next:  Debbie Messner 

Altar Guild:  8:00 Stacey Devlin 

   10:30 Nicky Shelton 

 THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Tues. Mar. 7  8:00am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at House of  
          Omelets on Pine Island Road 

   10:30am Elders’ Meeting 

   6:30pm Women’s Evening Bible Study at the  

          home of Paula Bruns — 1st & 2nd Kings 

Wed. Mar. 8  8:30am Preschool Chapel 

   10:00am Ladies’ Bible Study 

   11:00am The Circle Meeting (as rescheduled) 

   6-7:30pm Lenten Meal (6:15) and Devotion (7:00pm) 

   7:45pm Call Meeting for ECM Director 

Sat. Mar. 11  8:30am LWMS Suncoast Rally (Risen Savior, Bradenton) 

     

    



15 

 
 

  

 

        LWMS

       2023 SPRING RALLY 

This year’s LWMS Florida Sun Coast Circuit Spring Rally will be held on Saturday, 

March 11th, beginning at 8:30am.  The Rally will be held at Risen Savior Lutheran 

Church, 14605 59th Avenue E. in Bradenton, FL.  For more information about the 

Rally, please contact Nicky Shelton (239-297-2325 or nshelton@abiding-love.com). 

 
 

FAITH BUILDERS – Bible Information Class – Sundays thru April  2nd - 4-5:30pm 
Are you interested in becoming a member of Abiding Love, or know of someone who 
may be?  Pastor Voss is planning the next membership class, entitled Faith 
Builders – a six-week course on the Lutheran Faith -- and would like to include you!  
Classes will meet on Sunday evenings from 4:00-5:30pm.  Please speak with Pastor 
Voss if you are interested (303-808-0611). 

LENTEN DEVOTIONS & FELLOWSHIP 

Wednesdays 6:00-7:30pm 

You are invited to join us on Wednesday evenings during Lent for a light meal beginning 

at 6:15 followed by our Lenten Devotion from 7:00-7:30pm.  Come a few minutes early 

and help us get set up!  Stay a few extra minutes and help us get set up again for 

Preschool. 

ATTENTION CHURCH KEY HOLDERS 

We are in the process of installing a new Key Card System on the front door of the 
church.  If you are a key holder, please see Wendy in the office so that you can 
complete paperwork to receive your new Key Card and PIN number in time for 
activation of the system.  If you have a church key that you no longer need, please 
return it to the office.  Thank you! 

  

 

CIRCLE MEETING—NEW DATE 
The Circle will be meeting this Wednesday, March 8th at 11:00am immediately 
following the Ladies’ Bible Study that is scheduled for 10:00am. 

http://www.allanstanglin.com/wp-content/uploads/FaithBuildersLogo.jpg
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MEET OUR NEW PASTOR 

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we 
do not give up.”  Galatians 6:9 

  

On Sunday, Feb. 5th Pastor Gorzalski accepted our Call to serve as Pastor of Abiding 

Love!  Pastor Gorzalski and his family plan to move to Cape Coral in June to begin 

his ministry here.  Please keep Pastor Gorzalski and his family in your prayers as 

they prepare for their move. 

If you would like to contact Pastor Gorzalski please email him at 

pastortomgorzalski@gmail.com. 

ABOUT ABIDING LOVE: Abiding Love Lutheran Church is a 
congregation in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), with almost 
400,000 members in 49 states and missionaries in 23 nations. The WELS is committed 
to the Scriptures as the inspired, inerrant Word of God, and therefore the only guide for 
faith and life. If you would like to know more about us, or if you’re seeking Biblical 
counseling, give Pastor Voss a call at 303-808-0611 or email him at: 
markvoss35@gmail.com. 

 

 

CALL MEETING 

EARLY CHILDHOOD MINISTRY DIRECTOR 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8th AT 7:45pm 
  

Our next Call Meeting for an Early Childhood Ministry Director will be held on 

Wednesday, March 8th immediately following the Lent Devotion at 7:45pm.  We 

hope you will be able to join us as we work together to choose the candidate 

who will best lead our Early Childhood Ministry program. 

  

 

mailto:pastortomgorzalski@gmail.com

