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February 26, 2023 First Sunday in Lent 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“We, as a Christian congregation, are committed to reaching out with the true 

Gospel of Jesus Christ, while living and growing ourselves in God’s Word.” 

WELCOME! 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. In our service we gather before Jesus 

our Savior to offer him worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 

ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word. 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 

• The Elders request that we observe five minutes of quiet time in the sanctuary 

prior to the start of each service.  Please be seated and use this time to prepare 

for worship and read the bulletin announcements. 

• We love families! Your children are welcome in our service, including our 

youngest children!  Thanks for bringing them to hear about Jesus. If you would 

like, there are children’s worship bags with lessons, crayons, and books in the 

entryway of the church.  An usher can assist you.  We ask that you return these 

to the basket after the service. 

• Before the Service:  We ask all our members and visitors to please 

complete a yellow information card located in the seat backs.  These will 

be collected by the ushers during the offering. 

•  Please silence your cell phones. 
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OUR GREATEST NEEDS 

 
Lent is the season of the Church Year where we wrestle with our greatest 
needs. Lent also demonstrates that in Christ, our greatest needs are met. 
Here is what the Spirit makes clear this season. If you lack Christ, you have 
nothing. If you have Christ, you have everything you truly need.  
 

Today: A Champion for the Defeated 
 
Our modern English word “champion” comes from an old English word that 
meant “warrior.” In ancient times, when two armies gathered to fight, 
sometimes as a prelude to the battle—and sometimes in place of the battle—
each army would pick a mighty solider, and these two men would fight each 
other. These elite warriors, these champions, would represent their people in 
battle. They would meet in the middle of the field. With everyone watching, 
they would fight to the death.  
 
And so, today we see a battle of champions. The demons send forth their 
strongest warrior—Satan. God sends forth the best of men, Jesus Christ. 
Jesus does what Adam and we could not. In crushing the devil, Jesus meets 
one of our greatest needs. 
 

Invocation and Opening Verses 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
 

P: O Lord, teach us your ways,   

C: that we may walk in your truth.  
 

P: You comfort and help us day by day,  

C: we trust your loving care.  
 

P: You are the King of heaven and earth, 

C: we give you our praise and thanks.  



4 

 

In the Cross of Christ I Glory CW 529 

 

 

 
 
Text: John Bowring, 1792–1872 
Tune: Ithamar Conkey, 1815–1867 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Confession of Sins 

P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, 

asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

 

ALL: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 

   For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 

   For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

   For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 

   You should cast me away from your presence forever. 

   O Lord, I am sorry for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 
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P: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of 

Christ through his called servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

Lord, Have Mercy 

P:  In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

  For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you 

all they need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

 

P:   For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who 

are lost in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Christ. 
 

C:  Christ, have mercy. 

 

P:  For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of 

heaven as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 
 

C:  Lord, have mercy. 

 

P:  Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 
 

C:  Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

P:  Lord our strength, the battle of good and evil rages within and around us, 

and our ancient foe tempts us with his deceits and empty promises. Keep 

us steadfast in your Word, and when we fall, raise us up again and restore 

us through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 

C:  Amen.  
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Children's Message 

 

+ GOD'S WORD + 
 

First Lesson Genesis 3:1-15 

God promises his Son would crush Satan’s head 

 1Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God 

had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from 

any tree in the garden’?” 

 2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 
3but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the 

garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’ ” 

 4“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5“For God knows 

that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, 

knowing good and evil.” 

 6When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing 

to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She 

also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7Then the eyes 

of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed 

fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves. 

 8Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was 

walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and they hid from the LORD God 

among the trees of the garden. 9But the LORD God called to the man, “Where 

are you?” 

 10He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was 

naked; so I hid.” 

 11And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the 

tree that I commanded you not to eat from?” 
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 12The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit 

from the tree, and I ate it.” 

 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” 

 The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

 14So the LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 

“Cursed are you above all livestock 

 and all wild animals! 

You will crawl on your belly 

 and you will eat dust 

 all the days of your life. 
15And I will put enmity 

 between you and the woman, 

 and between your offspring and hers; 

he will crush your head, 

 and you will strike his heel.” 

  

P:  The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation Verse 1 John 3:8 

P: The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. 

 

Second Lesson Romans 5:12–19 

Adam’s defeat meant death for all; Christ’s victory brings life for all 

 12Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through 

sin, and in this way death came to all people, because all sinned— 

 13To be sure, sin was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not 

charged against anyone’s account where there is no law. 14Nevertheless, death 

reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did 
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not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who is a pattern of the one to 

come. 

 15But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of 

the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the 

grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 16Nor can the gift of 

God be compared with the result of one man’s sin: The judgment followed one 

sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and 

brought justification. 17For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned 

through that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant 

provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one 

man, Jesus Christ! 

 18Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in condemnation for all people, 

so also one righteous act resulted in justification and life for all people. 19For just 

as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so 

also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous. 

P:  The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. Through him all 

things were made. For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became 

fully human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at 

the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 

and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is 

worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe 

in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism 

for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead and 

the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Fight the Good Fight CW 876 

 

 

 
 
Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811–1875, alt. 
Tune: The Methodist Harmonist, New York, 1821 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon Matthew 4:1-11 
 Rev. Mark S. Voss 

Theme:  Our Greatest Needs: 
 “A Champion for the Defeated” 
 
 1Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the 

devil. 2After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3The tempter 

came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become 

bread.” 

 4Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every 

word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 

 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point 

of the temple. 6“If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it 

is written: 

“ ‘He will command his angels concerning you, 

 and they will lift you up in their hands, 

 so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 

 7Jesus answered him, “It is also written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the 

test.’” 

 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 

kingdoms of the world and their splendor. 9“All this I will give you,” he said, “if 

you will bow down and worship me.” 

 10Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord 

your God, and serve him only.’” 

 11Then the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 
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+ The Lord's Supper + 

 

 

Prayer of Preparation 

P:   Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth. We praise and thank you for 

sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love 

through which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil's power. 

 

Dear visiting friends, 

Abiding Love joins in the historic practice of the Christian Church regarding "close" 

communion.  What this means is that our pastor takes his responsibility to spiritually care for 

each soul in our congregation very compassionately and seriously.  We want those coming to 

the Lord's table to do so to their spiritual benefit and not harm.  We also want the oneness 

expressed in receiving Holy Communion to be genuine and not contrived. 

Since this is what we believe, we respectfully ask, if you are not a member of a sister church in 

WELS or ELS, that you refrain from joining us at communion today.  We truly want you to 

participate in communion with us, but we ask that you give Pastor Voss an opportunity to 

privately speak with you about it first.  Thank you! 

Offering and Information Cards 
 

Our offering to the Lord our Savior God flows from hearts of joy and love. The offering is used to 
support the work of proclaiming the gospel message here and around the world. No one is obligated 
to join in the offering. To give an offering electronically, visit our website: www.abiding-
love.com/giving and click on “donate.”  
 
Information Cards:  We ask our members, friends, and those visiting with us today to complete an 
attendance card located in the seat backs and place it in the offering plate. If your contact information 
has recently changed, please indicate this so we may update our records. 
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   By his incarnation, he became one with us. 

   By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 

   By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 

   By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 

       Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table 

with repentant and joyful hearts. Strengthen us through Christ's body and 

blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his 

ransomed people in glory everlasting.  

C: Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

Words of Institution 
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I Come, O Savior, to Your Table CW 670, sts. 1 & 8 
 

1   I come, O Savior, to your table, 

       for weak and weary is my soul; 

  O Jesus, you alone are able 

   to satisfy and make me whole. (Refrain) 

 

Refrain: 

    Lord, may your body and your blood 

    be for my soul the highest good. 

 

8  By faith I call your holy table 

      the testament of your deep love, 

  for by your gift I now am able 

      to know the heart of God above. (Refrain) 

 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941; Friedrich C. Heyder, 1677–1754, abr. 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

 

 

Reception of Lord's Supper 

Please follow the direction of the Ushers. 
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Distribution Hymn:  Jesus Comes Today with Healing CW 668

 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Text: tr. David W. Rogner, b. 1960; Heinrich Puchta, 1808–1858 
Tune: adapt. Johann Balthasar König, 1691–1758; Johann Löhner, 1645–1705 
Text: © 2003 David W. Rogner. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
Tune: Public domain 
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Thanksgiving 

ALL: Thank you, Lord Jesus Christ, for nourishing me in this sacrament 

with your body and your blood. You have given me forgiveness, 

life, and salvation. Let me always remain in you as a branch 

remains in the vine. Send me out in the power of your Spirit to live 

and work to your praise and glory. Amen. 

Blessing 

 

Oh, That the Lord Would Guide My Ways CW 705 

 

 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748, abr., alt. 
Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793–1870 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Silent Prayer 

Thank you for worshiping with us this morning. As we gathered to be 
strengthened through God’s Word and worship, we leave to witness to others 

with our lips and lives. 
 
Acknowledgments 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 

1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 

2023 Concordia Publishing House. 
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LAST WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE: 

ATTENDANCE: 2/19:       Bible Class:  35        Sunday School:  15   

        Worship:      8:00am:  59           10:30am:  111          Total:  170 

         

SERVING THIS WEEK: 
  
Ushers: 8:00: Scott & Sheryl Ala; Bob & Sue Stumpner 

 10:30: Dave Quasny; Shannon Kolakowski; Geri Quinn 
 
Accompanist: Robert Lozen 

PowerPoint: 8:00    Griffin Gassner Next:  Pete Larson      

Livestream:            10:00   Aaron Rys Next:  Aaron Rys 

Fellowship: Teri Schulz Next:  Scott & Sheri Ala 

Altar Guild:  8:00 Brooke Mahnke 

   10:30 Deb Nelson 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Tues. Feb. 28 8:00am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at House of  
          Omelets on Pine Island Road 

   6:30pm Women’s Evening Bible Study at the  

          home of Paula Bruns — 1st & 2nd Kings 

Wed. Mar. 1  8:30am Preschool Chapel 

   10:00am Ladies’ Bible Study 

   11:00am The Circle Meeting  

6-7:30pm Lenten Meal (6:15) and Devotion (7:00pm) 

Fri. Mar. 3  6:00pm Youth Event – Escape the Cape 

Sat. Mar. 4  9:00am Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting 
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LWMS

2023 SPRING RALLY 

This year’s LWMS Florida Sun Coast Circuit Spring Rally will be held on Saturday, 

March 11th, beginning at 8:30am.  The Rally will be held at Risen Savior Lutheran 

Church, 14605 59th Avenue E. in Bradenton, FL.  For more information about the 

Rally, please contact Nicky Shelton (239-297-2325 or nshelton@abiding-love.com). 

 
FAITH BUILDERS – Bible Information Class – Feb. 26th—April  2nd - 4-5:30pm 

Are you interested in becoming a member of Abiding Love, or know of someone who 
may be?  Pastor Voss is planning the next membership class, entitled Faith 
Builders – a six-week course on the Lutheran Faith -- and would like to include you!  
Classes will meet on Sunday evenings from 4:00-5:30pm.  Please speak with Pastor 
Voss if you are interested (303-808-0611). 

Religious Scholars Program—Application Deadline April 3rd  

CM CARES, the Church Mutual Insurance Company Foundation, is offering 25 

scholarships of $2,500 each to religious scholars.  Applications are being accepted 

now through April 3rd.  The CM CARES Religious Scholars program supports full and 

part-time graduate and doctoral students who are committed to ministry as a career.  

25 scholarship winners will each receive $2,500 to help pay for tuition, fees, books 

or other costs of attending school full or part-time during the 2023-24 academic year. 

Complete details and materials are available online at churchmutual.com/cmcares-

scholars. 

http://www.allanstanglin.com/wp-content/uploads/FaithBuildersLogo.jpg
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  LENTEN DEVOTIONS & FELLOWSHIP 

Wednesdays 6:00-7:30pm 

The season of Lent has begun.  Lent is a valuable time for God’s people to focus 

on Christ and his suffering and death. That’s the essential element of Lent. Lent 

sharpens our focus on what God has given to us through the cross of Christ.   

For Lutherans that starts when the law of God brings into stark view what has 

caused his bloody death: our sins. We bow our heads as the publican in the temple 

did and pray, “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” (Luke 18:13).   

But Lent does not leave us in anguish and hopeless fear. The gospel raises our 

eyes to the cross where we see that Jesus has paid fully for our sins. Jesus said, 

“It is finished.” (John 19:30). Like the publican we go home with the comfort that we 

are justified—loved and forgiven by God because of Jesus. We offer God our praise 

and are filled with a renewed desire to serve him as dear children.  

You are invited to join us on Wednesday evenings during Lent for a light meal 

beginning at 6:15 followed by our Lenten Devotion from 7:00-7:30pm. 

PRESCHOOL SET-UP HELP NEEDED—Sundays at 11:45am 

Every Sunday after the 10:30 worship service a group of people is needed to assist 

with setting up the Preschool / VPK in the Sanctuary for the school week.  If you 

can be available to assist, your help will be very much appreciated.  The transition 

does not take long, and many hands make quick work.  Thank you! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS’ MEETING—Sat. Mar. 4 at 9:00am 

There will be a meeting for Sunday School teachers on Saturday, March 3rd at 
9:00am.  If you are interested in assisting with our Children’s Sunday School 
program, please contact Ben Mahnke (bmahnke@abiding-love.com). 
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WOMEN’S EVENING BIBLE STUDY AT THE BRUNS      Tuesdays at 6:30pm 

Paula Bruns offers a women’s bible study at her home (5695 Bolla Ct. in Fort 

Myers) on Tuesday evenings from 6:30-7:30pm.  The group is currently studying 

1st & 2nd Kings. If you are interested in joining this Bible study contact Paula 

Bruns at 239-634-1008 or paulabruns@ymail.com. 
  

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP –Wednesday Mornings 

The Women’s Morning Bible Study Group will meet again this Wednesday at 

10:00am in the Multipurpose Room.  We are currently studying What’s Big Starts 

Small by Mike Novotny, pastor of The CORE (Appleton, WI) who also serves as 

the lead speaker for Time of Grace, a global media ministry.  All women are 

invited to attend.  Please contact Sheryl Pierson if you have any questions—239-

464-1740 or jspierson1945@gmail.com.  The Circle will meet this Wednesday at 

11:00am, immediately following our Bible Study hour. 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST—Tuesdays at 8:00am 

The Men’s Fellowship Breakfast Group meets every Tuesday morning at 8:00am 

at the House of Omelets, located at 900 SW Pine Island Road #122 in Cape 

Coral.  We hope you can join us. 

ATTENTION CHURCH KEY HOLDERS 

We are in the process of installing a new Key Card System on the front door of 
the church.  If you are a key holder, please see Wendy in the office so that you 
can complete paperwork to receive your new Key Card and PIN number in time 
for activation of the system.  If you have a church key that you no longer need, 
please return it to the office.  Thank you! 

  

 
ALTAR FLOWERS 

If you are interested in donating flowers to beautify our church altar, please sign 
up on the Flower Chart located in the church entryway beside the bulletin board.  
Flowers cost $30/week.  There are envelopes to complete beside the chart.  
Flower requests should be turned in to the office at least one week in advance. 

  

 

mailto:jspierson1945@gmail.com
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Call Process Update 
Pastor and Early Childhood Ministry Director  

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not 
give up.”  Galatians 6:9 

  

On Sunday, Feb. 5th Pastor Gorzalski accepted our Call to serve as Pastor of Abiding Love!  

Pastor Gorzalski and his family plan to move to Cape Coral in June to begin his ministry 

here.  Please keep Pastor Gorzalski and his family in your prayers as they prepare for their 

move. 

If you would like to contact Pastor Gorzalski please email him at 

pastortomgorzalski@gmail.com. 

ABOUT ABIDING LOVE: Abiding Love Lutheran Church is a congregation in 
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), with almost 400,000 members in 49 
states and missionaries in 23 nations. The WELS is committed to the Scriptures as the 
inspired, inerrant Word of God, and therefore the only guide for faith and life. If you would like 
to know more about us, or if you’re seeking Biblical counseling, give Pastor Voss a call at  
303-808-0611 or email him at: markvoss35@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

YOUTH EVENT – Fri., March 3rd at 6:00pm—Escape the Cape 

Teens are invited to join in an evening of fun at Escape the Cape on Friday, March 

3rd.  We will meet at the church at 6:00pm.  If you are interested in attending, please 

let Staff Minister Ben Mahnke know (bmahnke@abiding-love.com). 

mailto:pastortomgorzalski@gmail.com

