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Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 
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February 19, 2023 Transfiguration of Our Lord 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“We, as a Christian congregation, are committed to reaching out with the true 

Gospel of Jesus Christ, while living and growing ourselves in God’s Word.” 

WELCOME! 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. In our service we gather before Jesus 

our Savior to offer him worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 

ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word. 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 

• The Elders request that we observe five minutes of quiet time in the sanctuary 

prior to the start of each service.  Please be seated and use this time to prepare 

for worship and read the bulletin announcements. 

• We love families! Your children are welcome in our service, including our 

youngest children!  Thanks for bringing them to hear about Jesus. If you would 

like, there are children’s worship bags with lessons, crayons, and books in the 

entryway of the church.  An usher can assist you.  We ask that you return these 

to the basket after the service. 

• Before the Service:  We ask all our members and visitors to please 

complete a yellow information card located in the seat backs.  These will 

be collected by the ushers during the offering. 

•  Please silence your cell phones. 
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How Good, Lord, to Be Here CW 389 

 

 
 

5 But you, Lord, do not stay. 

    With mercy resolute 

you leave this glorious hill to die— 

    our perfect substitute. 

 

6 How good, Lord, to be here! 

    Yet we may not remain; 

but since you bid us leave the mount, 

    come with us to the plain. 
 
Text (sts. 1–4, 6): Joseph A. Robinson, 1858–1933, alt.; (st. 5): Bryan Gerlach, b. 1954 
Tune: Johann Sebastian Bach, 1685–1750, adapt. 
Text (st. 5): © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
Text (sts. 1–4, 6) and tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation 

Confession & Absolution 

P:   Let us confess our sins to God our Father. 
 
C:  O God, our Father, we confess to you all our sins, our slowness to learn of 

Christ, our failure to follow him, our reluctance to bear the cross. Forgive us 



4 

 

the poverty of our worship, our neglect of fellowship and of the Means of 
Grace, and our hesitating witness for Christ. Have mercy on us according to 
your steadfast love. Forgive us and renew us that we may take up our cross 
and follow Christ, our glorious Lord. Amen. 

 
P:   God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to 

be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and 
by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. Peace be with you. 

C:   Amen. 
 

 

All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name CW 512 sts. 1, 5–6 

 

 

 
 
 
Text (st. 1): Edward Perronet, 1726–1792, abr., alt.; (sts. 5–6): A Selection of Hymns, London, 1787, alt. 
Tune: Oliver Holden, 1765–1844 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Prayer of the Day 

P:  Lord God, before the suffering and death of your one and only Son, you 

revealed his glory on the holy mountain. Grant that we who bear his cross 

on earth may behold by faith the light of his heavenly glory and so be 

changed into his likeness; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C:   Amen. 

 

+ God's Word + 
 

Old Testament Lesson Exodus 24:12-18 

Moses saw the glory of the Lord -- on Mount Sinai, and on the Mount of 

Transfiguration 

12The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and stay here, and 

I will give you the tablets of stone with the law and commandments I have written 

for their instruction.” 

 13Then Moses set out with Joshua his aide, and Moses went up on the 

mountain of God. 14He said to the elders, “Wait here for us until we come back 

to you. Aaron and Hur are with you, and anyone involved in a dispute can go to 

them.” 

 15When Moses went up on the mountain, the cloud covered it, 16and the glory 

of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai. For six days the cloud covered the mountain, 

and on the seventh day the LORD called to Moses from within the cloud. 17To the 

Israelites the glory of the LORD looked like a consuming fire on top of the 

mountain. 18Then Moses entered the cloud as he went on up the mountain. And 

he stayed on the mountain forty days and forty nights. 

P:  The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation Verse 

ALL:   Alleluia. A cloud covered them, and a voice came from the cloud: “This is my 
Son, whom I love.  Listen to him.  Alleluia.  

 

Gospel Matthew 17:1-9 

Jesus climbed up the Mount of Transfiguration to be strengthened; he climbed 
down to journey to the cross  

 1After six days Jesus took with him Peter, James and John the brother of 

James, and led them up a high mountain by themselves. 2There he was 

transfigured before them. His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became 

as white as the light. 3Just then there appeared before them Moses and Elijah, 

talking with Jesus. 

 4Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here. If you wish, I will put 

up three shelters—one for you, one for Moses and one for Elijah.” 

 5While he was still speaking, a bright cloud covered them, and a voice from 

the cloud said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased. Listen 

to him!” 

 6When the disciples heard this, they fell facedown to the ground, terrified. 7But 

Jesus came and touched them. “Get up,” he said. “Don’t be afraid.” 8When they 

looked up, they saw no one except Jesus. 

 9As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus instructed them, “Don’t tell 

anyone what you have seen, until the Son of Man has been raised from the 

dead.” 

P:   The Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Confession of Faith The Second Article and Meaning 

All:  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose 
again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 
of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and 
the dead. 

 
P:    I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and 

also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. 
 

C:  He has redeemed me a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me 
from all sins, from death and from the power of the devil, not with gold or 
silver, but with his holy, precious blood and with his innocent suffering and 
death. 

 

All:  All this he did that I should be his own and live under him in his kingdom, and 
serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as he 
has risen from death and lives and rules eternally. This is most certainly true. 

 

 

Children's Message 
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How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds CW 541 

 

 

 
 

5 How weak the effort of my heart, 

    how cold my warmest thought, 

but when I see you as you are, 

    I’ll praise you as I ought! 

 

6 Till then I would your love proclaim 

    with ev’ry fleeting breath; 

and may the music of your name 

    refresh my soul in death. 
 
 
Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, alt. 
Tune: Alexander R. Reinagle, 1799–1877 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



9 

 

Sermon 2 Peter 1:16-21 
 Rev. Mark S. Voss 
 

Theme:  “Pay Attention” 

  
 16For we did not follow cleverly devised stories when we told you about the 

coming of our Lord Jesus Christ in power, but we were eyewitnesses of his 

majesty. 17He received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice 

came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, whom I love; with 

him I am well pleased.” 18We ourselves heard this voice that came from heaven 

when we were with him on the sacred mountain. 

 19We also have the prophetic message as something completely reliable, and 

you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place, until the 

day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts. 20Above all, you must 

understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own 

interpretation of things. 21For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but 

prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy 

Spirit. 

 

  

Offering and Information Cards 
 

Our offering to the Lord our Savior God flows from hearts of joy and love. The offering is used to 
support the work of proclaiming the gospel message here and around the world. No one is obligated 
to join in the offering. To give an offering electronically, visit our website: www.abiding-
love.com/giving and click on “donate.”  
 
Information Cards:  We ask our members, friends, and those visiting with us today to complete an 
attendance card located in the seat backs and place it in the offering plate. If your contact information 
has recently changed, please indicate this so we may update our records. 
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390 Jesus, Take Us to the Mountain CW 390 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 
Tune: Carl F. Schalk, 1929–2021 
Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
Tune: © 1991 Carl F. Schalk. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
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Prayer of the Church  

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
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Beautiful Savior CW 522 

 

 

 
 
Text: tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823–1904; Münsterisch Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677, abr. 
Tune: Silesian, 19th cent. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Silent Prayer 

WELS Connection Video 
 

 

Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 

1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 
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  LAST WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE: 

ATTENDANCE: 2/12:       Bible Class:  42        Sunday School:  15   

        Worship:      8:00am:  68           10:30am:  127          Total:  195 

         

SERVING THIS WEEK: 
  
Ushers: 8:00: Scott & Sheryl Ala; Bob & Sue Stumpner 

 10:30: Dave Quasny; Shannon Kolakowski; Geri Quinn 
 
Accompanist: Jack Lehnhardt 

PowerPoint: 8:00    Jay & Stacey Devlin Next:  Griffin Gassner      

Livestream:            10:00   Aaron Rys Next:  Aaron Rys 

Fellowship: Brooke Mahnke Next:  Teri Schulz 

Altar Guild:  8:00 Brooke Mahnke 

   10:30 Deb Nelson 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Tues. Feb. 21 8:00am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at House of  
          Omelets on Pine Island Road 

   6:30pm Women’s Evening Bible Study at the  

          home of Paula Bruns — 1st & 2nd Kings 

Wed. Feb. 22 8:30am Preschool Chapel 

   10:45am Ladies’ Bible Study 

   6-7:30pm Lenten Meal and Devotion (7:00pm) 

Fri. Mar. 3  6:00pm Youth Event – Escape the Cape 

Sat. Mar. 4  9:00am Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting 
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  It’s Church Picture Day! 
TODAY 

After Worship Services 
  

Bring yourself!  Grab your family!  We’re taking church family pictures TODAY 

after both services beside the Memorial Garden.  Bob Stumpner will be here with 

his camera and will be ready to take pictures of those who would like to be 

included in our photo directory screens.  If you already have a picture on the 

slides but would like an updated photo, we are happy to oblige.  Also, for those 

regular visitors and winter guests who would like to be included, you are welcome 

too!  All those who get their pictures taken will be given a copy of the photograph, 

as well.   Remember to bring your best smiles! 

  

LWMS

2023 SPRING RALLY

This year’s LWMS Florida Sun Coast Circuit Spring Rally will be held on Saturday, 

March 11th, beginning at 8:30am.  The Rally will be held at Risen Savior Lutheran 

Church, 14605 59th Avenue E. in Bradenton, FL.  For more information about the 

Rally, please contact Nicky Shelton (239-297-2325 or nshelton@abiding-

love.com). 

 
FAITH BUILDERS – Bible Information Class – Feb. 26—April  2 - 4:00-5:30pm 

Are you interested in becoming a member of Abiding Love, or know of someone who 
may be?  Pastor Voss is planning the next membership class, entitled Faith 
Builders – a six-week course on the Lutheran Faith -- and would like to include you!  
Classes will meet on Sunday evenings from 4:00-5:30pm.  Please speak with Pastor 
Voss if you are interested (303-808-0611). 

http://www.allanstanglin.com/wp-content/uploads/FaithBuildersLogo.jpg
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PRESCHOOL SET-UP HELP NEEDED—Sundays at 11:45am 

Every Sunday after the 10:30 worship service a group of people is needed to 

assist with setting up the Preschool / VPK in the Sanctuary for the school week.  

If you can be available to assist, your help will be much appreciated.  The 

transition does not take long, and many hands make quick work.  Thank you! 

ASH WEDNESDAY MEAL & DEVOTION 
Feb. 22 – 6:00-7:30 

We begin the season of Lent on Ash Wednesday (February 22nd).  Lent is a 

valuable time for God’s people to focus on Christ and his suffering and death. 

That’s the essential element of Lent. Lent sharpens our focus on what God has 

given to us through the cross of Christ.   

For Lutherans that starts when the law of God brings into stark view what has 

caused his bloody death: our sins. We bow our heads as the publican in the 

temple did and pray, “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” (Luke 18:13).   

But Lent does not leave us in anguish and hopeless fear. The gospel raises our 

eyes to the cross where we see that Jesus has paid fully for our sins. Jesus 

said, “It is finished.” (John 19:30). Like the publican we go home with the comfort 

that we are justified—loved and forgiven by God because of Jesus. We offer 

God our praise and are filled with a renewed desire to serve him as dear 

children.  

You are invited to join us on Wednesday evenings for the next six weeks for a 

light meal beginning at 6:00 followed by our Lenten Devotion from 7:00-7:30pm. 

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS’ MEETING-Sat. Mar. 4—9:00am 

There will be a meeting for Sunday School teachers on Saturday, March 3rd at 
9:00am.  If you are interested in assisting with our Children’s Sunday School 
program, please contact Ben Mahnke (bmahnke@abiding-love.com). 
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Call Process Update 
Pastor and Early Childhood Ministry Director  

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not 
give up.”  Galatians 6:9 

  

On Sunday, Feb. 5th Pastor Gorzalski accepted our Call to serve as Pastor of Abiding Love!  

Pastor Gorzalski and his family plan to move to Cape Coral in June to begin his ministry 

here.  Please keep Pastor Gorzalski and his family in your prayers as they prepare for their 

move. 

If you would like to contact Pastor Gorzalski please email him at 

pastortomgorzalski@gmail.com. 

ABOUT ABIDING LOVE: Abiding Love Lutheran Church is a congregation in 
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), with almost 400,000 members in 49 
states and missionaries in 23 nations. The WELS is committed to the Scriptures as the 
inspired, inerrant Word of God, and therefore the only guide for faith and life. If you would like 
to know more about us, or if you’re seeking Biblical counseling, give Pastor Voss a call at  
303-808-0611 or email him at: markvoss35@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

YOUTH EVENT – Fri., March 3rd at 6:00pm—Escape the Cape 

Teens are invited to join in an evening of fun at Escape the Cape on Friday, March 

3rd.  We will meet at the church at 6:00pm.  If you are interested in attending, please 

let Staff Minister Ben Mahnke know (bmahnke@abiding-love.com). 

mailto:pastortomgorzalski@gmail.com

