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February 12, 2023 Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“We, as a Christian congregation, are committed to reaching out with the true 

Gospel of Jesus Christ, while living and growing ourselves in God’s Word.” 

WELCOME! 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. In our service we gather before Jesus 

our Savior to offer him worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 

ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word. 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 

• The Elders request that we observe five minutes of quiet time in the sanctuary 

prior to the start of each service.  Please be seated and use this time to prepare 

for worship and read the bulletin announcements. 

• We love families! Your children are welcome in our service, including our 

youngest children!  Thanks for bringing them to hear about Jesus. If you would 

like, there are children’s worship bags with lessons, crayons, and books in the 

entryway of the church.  An usher can assist you.  We ask that you return these 

to the basket after the service. 

• Before the Service:  We ask all our members and visitors to please 

complete a yellow information card located in the seat backs.  These will 

be collected by the ushers during the offering. 

•  Please silence your cell phones. 
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Take My Life and Let It Be CW 695 

 

 
 

5 Take my will and make it thine, 

it shall be no longer mine; 

take my heart, it is thine own, 

it shall be thy royal throne. 

 

6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour 

at thy feet its treasure store; 

take myself, and I will be 

ever, only, all for thee. 
 
Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836–1879 
Tune: William H. Havergal, 1793–1870 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Psalm of Confession from Psalm 51 

P:  Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love. 

C:  According to your great compassion blot out all my transgressions. 
 

P:  Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin. 

C:  For I know my transgressions, and my sin is always before me. 
 

P:  Against you, you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight. 

C:  Surely, I have been a sinner from birth, sinful from the time my 

mother conceived me. 

P:  Hide your face from my sins. 

C:  And blot out all my iniquity. 

ALL SING:   
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P:  Dear Father, as you said to King David, so you say to us, “Be of good 

cheer, your sins are forgiven!” You grant us cleansing from all our sins 

and restore to us the joy of your salvation through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. Go now and live in that forgiveness! Serve God faithfully, 

rejoicing that his peace is your peace. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P: Lord God, in mercy receive the prayers of your people.  Grant them the 

wisdom to know the things that please you and the grace and power always 

to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

C: Amen. 
 

+ God's Word + 
 

Epistle 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12 

Christians live for Christ 

 1As for other matters, brothers and sisters, we instructed you how to live in 

order to please God, as in fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in 

the Lord Jesus to do this more and more. 2For you know what instructions we 

gave you by the authority of the Lord Jesus. 

 3It is God’s will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual 

immorality; 4that each of you should learn to control your own body in a way that 

is holy and honorable, 5not in passionate lust like the pagans, who do not know 

God; 6and that in this matter no one should wrong or take advantage of a brother 

or sister. The Lord will punish all those who commit such sins, as we told you 

and warned you before. 7For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy 

life. 8Therefore, anyone who rejects this instruction does not reject a human 

being but God, the very God who gives you his Holy Spirit. 
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 9Now about your love for one another we do not need to write to you, for you 

yourselves have been taught by God to love each other. 10And in fact, you do 

love all of God’s family throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers and 

sisters, to do so more and more, 11and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet 

life: You should mind your own business and work with your hands, just as we 

told you, 12so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you 

will not be dependent on anybody. 

  

P:  The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

Verse of the Day 

P: Alleluia.  Lord to who shall we go?  You have the words of eternal life.  
Alleluia. 

 

The Gospel Matthew 5:38–48 

Jesus sets the bar high in our relationships 

 38“You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and tooth for tooth.’ 39But I 

tell you, do not resist an evil person. If anyone slaps you on the right cheek, turn 

to them the other cheek also. 40And if anyone wants to sue you and take your 

shirt, hand over your coat as well. 41If anyone forces you to go one mile, go with 

them two miles. 42Give to the one who asks you, and do not turn away from the 

one who wants to borrow from you. 

 43“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 
44But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45that 

you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the 

evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46If you 

love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax 

collectors doing that? 47And if you greet only your own people, what are you 
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doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 48Be perfect, therefore, 

as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

  

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

 

Confession of Faith 

 I believe in God our Lord and Father in heaven, who made us the crown 

of his creation, and preserves us with every good thing, that we may 

live before him in peace and joy. 

 I believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, God’s only Son from eternity, who 

became a man for us sinners. Who redeemed us from Satan’s power 

with his holy precious blood, rose from death, and made us his own 

to live with him now and forever. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who draws us to our 

Savior by the Gospel, who keeps us united in the true faith, forgives 

our sin, and at the end of the world will raise us from death to eternal 

life. I believe in the Triune God.  Amen. 

 

 

Children's Message 
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Love in Christ Is Strong and Living CW 726 

 

 

 
 
Text: Dorothy R. Schultz, b. 1934 
Tune: Ralph C. Schultz, b. 1932 
Text and tune: © 1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

 
 
Sermon Genesis 50:15-21 

 Rev. Mark S. Voss 
 

Theme:  Four Myths About our Faith 
               Myth 4:  “Forgiving Means Forgetting” 
  

 15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, “What if 

Joseph holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all the wrongs we did to 

him?” 16So they sent word to Joseph, saying, “Your father left these instructions 

before he died: 17‘This is what you are to say to Joseph: I ask you to forgive your 

brothers the sins and the wrongs they committed in treating you so badly.’ Now 

please forgive the sins of the servants of the God of your father.” When their 

message came to him, Joseph wept. 
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 18His brothers then came and threw themselves down before him. “We are 

your slaves,” they said. 

 19But Joseph said to them, “Don’t be afraid. Am I in the place of God? 20You 

intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to accomplish what is now 

being done, the saving of many lives. 21So then, don’t be afraid. I will provide for 

you and your children.” And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them. 

 

  

+ The Lord's Supper + 
 

Dear visiting friends, 

Abiding Love joins in the historic practice of the Christian Church regarding "close" 

communion.  What this means is that our pastor takes his responsibility to spiritually care for 

each soul in our congregation very compassionately and seriously.  We want those coming to 

the Lord's table to do so to their spiritual benefit and not harm.  We also want the oneness 

expressed in receiving Holy Communion to be genuine and not contrived. 

Since this is what we believe, we respectfully ask, if you are not a member of a sister church in 

WELS or ELS, that you refrain from joining us at communion today.  We truly want you to 

participate in communion with us, but we ask that you give Pastor Voss an opportunity to 

privately speak with you about it first.  Thank you! 

Offering and Information Cards 
 

Our offering to the Lord our Savior God flows from hearts of joy and love. The offering is used to 
support the work of proclaiming the gospel message here and around the world. No one is obligated 
to join in the offering. To give an offering electronically, visit our website: www.abiding-
love.com/giving and click on “donate.”  
 
Information Cards:  We ask our members, friends, and those visiting with us today to complete an 
attendance card located in the seat backs and place it in the offering plate. If your contact information 
has recently changed, please indicate this so we may update our records. 
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Prayer for the Church  

 

Lord's Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

Words of Institution 
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Lamb of God CW 550 sts. 1, 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Twila Paris, b. 1958 
Tune: Twila Paris, b. 1958 
Text and tune: © 1985 Mountain Spring/Straightway Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: CCLI no. 1518375 
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Distribution 

Communicants may come forward at the direction of the Ushers. 

 

Jesus Christ, our Blessed Savior CW 659 sts. 1–5 

 

 

 
 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546, abr.; John Hus, c. 1369–1415 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert, Wittenberg, 1533, ed. Joseph Klug, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

All:   We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this 

Holy Supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in 

you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name 

of Jesus, our Lamb of God; and our Lord, who lives in us and reigns 

with you.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 
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Son of God, Eternal Savior CW 729 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855–1932, abr., alt. 
Tune: The Revivalist, Troy, 1868, ed. Joseph Hillman 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Silent Prayer 

 

Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by 
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Sermon Series: Four Myths About our Faith  
 

People do not set out to build their faith on myths. But 
sometimes falsehoods show up in the way Christians think 
about life and God. These myths are assumed to be rock-solid 

truth until life proves they are not. This may result in confusion, feelings of betrayal, 
or distrust of Scripture. So, what is the answer?  

The answer is the truth of God’s Word. In this practical sermon series, we will look 
at 4 widely held myths about our faith. Get ready to be surprised, relieved, and 
inspired by the truth of God’s Word. 

Myth 4:  Forgiving Means Forgetting -- TODAY  --  Is forgiveness pretending 
nothing happened? Is forgiveness a never-ending series of second chances? Is it 
a fresh start with all the consequences and old baggage removed? It is the 
immediate and full restoration of a broken relationship, complete with the same 
level of trust and privileges as before? There is a problem with all these concepts. 
It is not how God forgives. 
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SERVING THIS WEEK: 
  
Ushers: 8:00: Scott & Sheryl Ala; Bob & Sue Stumpner 

 10:30: Dave Quasny; Shannon Kolakowski; Geri Quinn 
 
Accompanist: Robert Lozen 

PowerPoint: 8:00    Griffin Gassner Next:  Jay & Stacey Devlin       

Livestream:            10:00   Aaron Rys Next:  Aaron Rys 

Fellowship: Chris Karnuth Next:  Brooke Mahnke 

Altar Guild:  8:00 Brooke Mahnke 

   10:30 Deb Nelson 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Tues. Feb. 14 8:00am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at House of  
          Omelets on Pine Island Road 

   6:30pm Women’s Evening Bible Study at the  

          home of Paula Bruns — 1st & 2nd Kings 

Wed. Feb. 15 8:30am Preschool Chapel 

   10:45am Ladies’ Bible Study 

   6:00pm Church Council Meeting 

     

    

 

LAST WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE: 

ATTENDANCE: 2/5       Bible Class:  40        Sunday School:  15   

        Worship:      8:00am:  66           10:30am:  113          Total:  179 

         



17 

 

 

  



18 

 
 

  

  

LWMS

2023 SPRING RALLY

This year’s LWMS Florida Sun Coast Circuit Spring Rally will be held on Saturday, 

March 11th, beginning at 8:30am.  The Rally will be held at Risen Savior Lutheran 

Church, 14605 59th Avenue E. in Bradenton, FL.  For more information about the 

Rally, please contact Nicky Shelton (239-297-2325 or nshelton@abiding-

love.com). 

 
FAITH BUILDERS – Bible Information Class – Feb. 26—April  2 – 4-5:30pm 

Are you interested in becoming a member of Abiding Love, or know of someone who 
may be?  Pastor Voss is planning the next membership class, entitled Faith 
Builders – a six-week course on the Lutheran Faith -- and would like to include you!  
Classes will meet on Sunday evenings from 4:00-5:30pm.  Please speak with Pastor 
Voss if you are interested (303-808-0611). 

It’s Church Picture Day! 
TODAY & February 19th 
After Worship Services 

  
Bring yourself!  Grab your family!  We’re taking church family pictures TODAY 

and February 19th after both services beside the Memorial Garden.  Bob 

Stumpner will be here with his camera and will be ready to take pictures of those 

who would like to be included in our photo directory screens.  If you already have 

a picture on the slides but would like an updated photo, we are happy to oblige.  

Also, for those regular visitors and winter guests who would like to be included, 

you are welcome too!  All those who get their pictures taken will be given a copy 

of the photograph, as well.   Remember to bring your best smiles! 

http://www.allanstanglin.com/wp-content/uploads/FaithBuildersLogo.jpg
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WOMEN’S EVENING BIBLE STUDY AT THE BRUNS      Tuesdays at 6:30pm 

Paula Bruns offers a women’s bible study at her home (5695 Bolla Ct. in Fort 

Myers) on Tuesday evenings from 6:30-7:30pm.  The group is currently studying 

1st & 2nd Kings. If you are interested in joining this Bible study contact Paula 

Bruns at 239-634-1008 or paulabruns@ymail.com. 
  

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP –Wednesday Mornings 

The Women’s Morning Bible Study Group will meet again this Wednesday at 

10:45am in the Multipurpose Room.  We are currently studying What’s Big Starts 

Small by Mike Novotny, pastor of The CORE (Appleton, WI) who also serves as 

the lead speaker for Time of Grace, a global media ministry.  All women are 

invited to attend.  Please contact Sheryl Pierson if you have any questions—239-

464-1740 or jspierson1945@gmail.com.   

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST—Tuesdays at 8:00am 

The Men’s Fellowship Breakfast Group meets every Tuesday morning at 8:00am 

at the House of Omelets, located at 900 SW Pine Island Road #122 in Cape 

Coral.  We hope you can join us. 

PRESCHOOL SET-UP HELP NEEDED—Sundays at 11:45am 

Every Sunday after the 10:30 worship service a group of people is needed to 

assist with setting up the Preschool / VPK in the Sanctuary for the school week.  

If you can be available to assist, your help will be much appreciated.  The 

transition does not take long, and many hands make quick work.  Thank you! 

mailto:jspierson1945@gmail.com
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ABOUT ABIDING LOVE: Abiding Love Lutheran Church is a congregation in 
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), with almost 400,000 members in 49 
states and missionaries in 23 nations. The WELS is committed to the Scriptures as the 
inspired, inerrant Word of God, and therefore the only guide for faith and life. If you would like 
to know more about us, or if you’re seeking Biblical counseling, give Pastor Voss a call at  
303-808-0611 or email him at: markvoss35@gmail.com. 

 

 

            

 

 

 

                                      
    

Call Process Update 
Pastor and Early Childhood Ministry Director  

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not 
give up.”  Galatians 6:9 

  

We had our fifth Call Meeting on Wednesday, January 11th at which we voted to call both 

a Pastor and an Early Childhood Ministry Director.  We unanimously decided to extend a 

Call to Rev. Thomas Gorzalski, who currently serves the congregation of Holy Trinity 

Lutheran Church in New Hope, MN.  On Sunday, Feb. 5th Pastor Gorzalski accepted our 

Call!  Pastor Gorzalski and his family plan to move to Cape Coral in June to begin his 

ministry here at Abiding Love.  Please keep Pastor Gorzalski and his family in your prayers 

as they prepare for their move. 

We also voted to extend a Call to Ms. Catherine St. John (Martin Luther College Early 

Childhood Learning Center) to be our Early Childhood Ministry Director.  Ms. St. John 

returned our Call this past week and has decided to continue her ministry at MLC.  We will 

let the congregation know when the next Call Meeting is scheduled. 

If you would like to contact Pastor Gorzalski please email him at 

pastortomgorzalski@gmail.com. 

  

mailto:pastortomgorzalski@gmail.com

