
 

  

February 5, 2023 

FOUR MYTHS ABOUT OUR FAITH 

Myth 3:  Faith Can Fix Anything 

ABIDING LOVE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 

3205 S. Chiquita Blvd., Cape Coral, Florida 33914 

Pastor – Rev. Mark S. Voss – 303-808-0611 (cell) 

Staff Minister Mr. Ben Mahnke -- church office-239-984-1441  

www.abiding-love.com 
www.abidinglovepreschool.com 

                                    Church email:  info@abiding-love.com 
                                                Preschool email:  preschool@abiding-love.com 
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February 5, 2023   Fifth Sunday After Epiphany 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“We, as a Christian congregation, are committed to reaching out with the true 

Gospel of Jesus Christ, while living and growing ourselves in God’s Word.” 

WELCOME! 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. In our service we gather before Jesus 

our Savior to offer him worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 

ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word. 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 

• The Elders request that we observe five minutes of quiet time in the sanctuary 

prior to the start of each service.  Please be seated and use this time to prepare 

for worship and read the bulletin announcements. 

• We love families! Your children are welcome in our service, including our 

youngest children!  Thanks for bringing them to hear about Jesus. If you would 

like, there are children’s worship bags with lessons, crayons, and books in the 

entryway of the church.  An usher can assist you.  We ask that you return these 

to the basket after the service. 

• Before the Service:  We ask all our members and visitors to please 

complete a yellow information card located in the seat backs.  These will 

be collected by the ushers during the offering. 

•  Please silence your cell phones. 
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Luther’s Morning Prayer 

ALL:   I thank you, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, your dear 

Son, that you have kept me this night from all harm and danger. 

Keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings 

and life may please you. Into your hands I commend my body and 

soul and all things. Let your holy angel be with me, that the 

wicked foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 

Arise, Your Light Is Come CW 387 

 

 
 

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947 
Tune: William H. Walter, 1825–1893 
Text: © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation and Praise 

P:  O Lord, open my lips. 

C: And my mouth shall declare your praise.  

 

P: Hasten to save me, O God         

C: O Lord, come quickly to help me.  

 

P: The glory of the Lord is revealed: let us worship him. 
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Oh, Worship the King CW 243 sts. 1, 4 
 (Red Hymnal) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

+ SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM + 
(10:30am service) 

  

*Beckham Max Lynch* 
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+ Epiphany Lessons + 
 

Old Testament Lesson 1 Peter 2:9-12 

Shiny Christians 

 9But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 

possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of 

darkness into his wonderful light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you 

are the people of God; once you had not received mercy, but now you have 

received mercy. 

 11Dear friends, I urge you, as foreigners and exiles, to abstain from sinful 

desires, which wage war against your soul. 12Live such good lives among the 

pagans that, though they accuse you of doing wrong, they may see your good 

deeds and glorify God on the day he visits us. 

 

P:  The Word of the Lord. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 67 (Red Hymnal) 

(All Sing) 
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May God be gracious to us and bless us* 

and make his face shine upon us; 

may your ways be known on earth,* 

your salvation among all nations. 

May the nations be glad and sing for joy,* 

for you rule the peoples justly 

and guide the nations of the earth. 

 

Refrain 

 

Then the land will yield its harvest,* 

and God, our God, will bless us. 

God will bless us,* 

and all the ends of the earth will fear him. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Final Refrain 

 

Refrain Tune: Dale Wood. From Seasonal Psalms. © 1978 Augsburg Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by 

permission of Augsburg Fortress. 
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Gospel Matthew 5:13-20  

Salty Christians 

 13“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be 

made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and 

trampled underfoot. 

 14“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 
15Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on 

its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16In the same way, let your 

light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your 

Father in heaven. 

 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not 

come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and 

earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any 

means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 19Therefore 

anyone who sets aside one of the least of these commands and teaches others 

accordingly will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices 

and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 
20For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees 

and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. 

  

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

 

Seasonal Response 

ALL:  We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who 

came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
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Children's Sermon 

 
Sermon Hymn:  Oh, for a Faith that Will Not Shrink 
 Hymn CW 405  
 (Red Hymnal) 
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Sermon Hebrews 11:32-40 
 Rev. Mark S. Voss 

Theme:  Four Myths About our Faith: 
 Myth 3:  “Faith Can Fix Anything”  
 

 32And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, 

Samson and Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the prophets, 33who 

through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was 

promised; who shut the mouths of lions, 34quenched the fury of the flames, and 

escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and 

who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. 35Women received 

back their dead, raised to life again. There were others who were tortured, 

refusing to be released so that they might gain an even better resurrection. 
36Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 37They 

were put to death by stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed by the 

sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and 

mistreated— 38the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and 

mountains, living in caves and in holes in the ground. 

 39These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what 

had been promised, 40since God had planned something better for us so that 

only together with us would they be made perfect. 

 

Offering and Information Cards 
 

Our offering to the Lord our Savior God flows from hearts of joy and love. The offering is used to 
support the work of proclaiming the gospel message here and around the world. No one is 
obligated to join in the offering. To give an offering electronically, visit our website: www.abiding-
love.com/giving and click on “donate.”  
 
Information Cards:  We ask our members, friends, and those visiting with us today to complete 
an attendance card located in the seat backs and place it in the offering plate. If your contact 
information has recently changed, please indicate this so we may update our records. 
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Thy Strong Word CW 630 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–1976 
Tune: Thomas J. Williams, 1869–1944 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
Tune: Public domain 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Prayer for Grace 

P:  O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have 

brought us safely to this new day. Defend us with your mighty power, and 

grant that this day we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger; 

and in all we do, direct us to what is right in your sight, through Jesus 

Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

C:  Amen. 

 

P:  Let us praise the Lord. 

C:   Thanks be to God. 

 

Blessing 

P:   The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:   Amen. 
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Thy Strong Word CW 630 sts. 5–6 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907–1976 
Tune: Thomas J. Williams, 1869–1944 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
Tune: Public domain 
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Silent Prayer 

The Ushers will dismiss the rows from front to back. 

Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 

1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

 

  

SUNDAY 
BIBLE CLASS SERIES 
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  LAST WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE: 

ATTENDANCE: 1/29       Bible Class:  41        Sunday School:  15   

        Worship:      8:00am:  61           10:30am:  96           Total:  157 

         

SERVING THIS WEEK: 
  
Ushers: 8:00: Scott & Sheryl Ala; Bob & Sue Stumpner 

 10:30: Dave Quasny; Shannon Kolakowski; Geri Quinn 
 
Accompanist: Marie Voss 

PowerPoint: 8:00    Jay & Stacey Devlin Next:  Griffin Gassner       

Livestream:            10:00   Aaron Rys Next:  Aaron Rys 

Fellowship: Chris Karnuth Next:  Chris Karnuth 

Altar Guild:  8:00 Brooke Mahnke 

   10:30 Deb Nelson 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Tues. Feb. 7  8:00am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at House of  
          Omelets on Pine Island Road 

   10:30am Elders’ Meeting 

   6:30pm Women’s Evening Bible Study at the  
          home of Paula Bruns — 1st & 2nd Kings 

Wed. Feb. 8  8:30am Preschool Chapel 

   10:45am Ladies’ Bible Study 

   5:30pm Preschool Board Meeting 
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  It’s Church Picture Day! 
February 12th & February 19th 

After Worship Services 
  

Bring yourself!  Grab your family!  We’re taking church family pictures on 

February 12th and February 19th after both services beside the Memorial 

Garden.  Bob Stumpner will be here with his camera and will be ready to take 

pictures of those who would like to be included in our photo directory screens.  If 

you already have a picture on the slides but would like an updated photo, we are 

happy to oblige.  Also, for those regular visitors and winter guests who would like 

to be included, you are welcome too!  All those who get their pictures taken will 

be given a copy of the photograph, as well.   Remember to bring your best smiles! 

  

LWMS

2023 SPRING RALLY

This year’s LWMS Florida Sun Coast Circuit Spring Rally will be held on Saturday, 

March 11th, beginning at 8:30am.  The Rally will be held at Risen Savior Lutheran 

Church, 14605 59th Avenue E. in Bradenton, FL.  For more information about the 

Rally, please contact Nicky Shelton (239-297-2325 or nshelton@abiding-

love.com). 

WOMEN’S EVENING BIBLE STUDY AT THE BRUNS       Tuesdays at 6:30pm 

Paula Bruns offers a women’s bible study at her home (5695 Bolla Ct. in Fort 

Myers) on Tuesday evenings from 6:30-7:30pm.  The group is currently studying 

1st & 2nd Kings. If you are interested in joining this Bible study, contact Paula 

Bruns at 239-634-1008 or paulabruns@ymail.com. 
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Call Process Update 
Pastor and Early Childhood Ministry Director  

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not 
give up.”  Galatians 6:9 

  

We had our fifth Call Meeting on Wednesday, January 11th at which we voted to call both 

a Pastor and an Early Childhood Ministry Director.  We unanimously decided to extend a 

Call to Rev. Thomas Gorzalski, who currently serves the congregation of Holy Trinity 

Lutheran Church in New Hope, MN.  Pastor Gorzalski will be considering our Call over the 

next few weeks. 

We also voted unanimously to extend a Call to Ms. Catherine St. John, to be our Early 

Childhood Ministry Director.  Ms. St. John currently serves as a teacher at Martin Luther 

College in their Early Childhood Learning Center in New Ulm, MN. 

Please keep Pastor Gorzalski, Ms. St. John, as well as the congregation of Holy Trinity 

and MLC’s Early Childhood Learning Center in your daily prayers as they consider our 

Calls. 

If you would like to contact Pastor Gorzalski or Ms. St. John to offer some encouraging 

words, please email them. 

Pastor Gorzalski – pastortomgorzalski@gmail.com 

Ms. St. John – stjohncat@gmail.com 

 

ABOUT ABIDING LOVE: Abiding Love Lutheran Church is a congregation in 
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), with almost 400,000 members in 49 
states and missionaries in 23 nations. The WELS is committed to the Scriptures as the 
inspired, inerrant Word of God, and therefore the only guide for faith and life. If you would like 
to know more about us, or if you’re seeking Biblical counseling, give Pastor Voss a call at  
303-808-0611 or email him at: markvoss35@gmail.com. 
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