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January 29, 2023   Fourth Sunday After Epiphany 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“We, as a Christian congregation, are committed to reaching out with the true 

Gospel of Jesus Christ, while living and growing ourselves in God’s Word.” 

WELCOME! 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. In our service we gather before Jesus 

our Savior to offer him worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 

ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word. 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 

• The Elders request that we observe five minutes of quiet time in the sanctuary 

prior to the start of each service.  Please be seated and use this time to prepare 

for worship and read the bulletin announcements. 

• We love families! Your children are welcome in our service, including our 

youngest children!  Thanks for bringing them to hear about Jesus. If you would 

like, there are children’s worship bags with lessons, crayons, and books in the 

entryway of the church.  An usher can assist you.  We ask that you return these 

to the basket after the service. 

• Before the Service:  We ask all our members and visitors to please 

complete a yellow information card located in the seat backs.  These will 

be collected by the ushers during the offering. 

•  Please silence your cell phones. 
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Pastor’s Welcome 

 

Psalm 1 

P:  Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in 

the way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers, 

C:  but whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and who meditates on 

his law day and night. 

P:  That person is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its 

fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither—whatever they do 

prospers. 

C: Not so the wicked! They are like chaff that the wind blows away. 

P:  Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the 

assembly of the righteous. 

C:  For the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of 

the wicked leads to destruction. 
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Hail to the Lord’s Anointed CW 384 sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, abr., alt. 
Tune: Leonhart Schröter, c. 1532–c. 1601 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 
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Confession of Sins 

P:   We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve 

him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his 

wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead 

for his mercy. 

ALL:  Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In 

countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be 

called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have 

mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my 

sin, and take away my guilt. 

P:   God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life 

and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt 

forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live 

according to his will. 

C:   Amen. 

 

Prayer and Praise 

P: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
 

All Sing:  
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Prayer of the Day 

P: Lord God, you know that we are surrounded by many dangers and that we 

often stumble and fall.  Strengthen us in body and mind, and bring us safely 

through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Children's Sermon 

 

+God's Word+ 
 

Epistle Reading 1 Corinthians 1:26-31 

Our weakness reveals God’s strength 

 

 26Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many 

of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were 

of noble birth. 27But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; 
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God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28God chose the 

lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—

to nullify the things that are, 29so that no one may boast before him. 30It is 

because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom 

from God—that is, our righteousness, holiness and redemption. 31Therefore, as 

it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.” 

  

P:  The Word of the Lord. 

C: Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Verse of the Day 

P:  Alleluia. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven.  Alleluia. 
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Gospel Matthew 5:1-12 

Jesus’ preaching reveals the outcome of trusting in God’s strength 
 

 1Now when Jesus saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat 

down. His disciples came to him, 2and he began to teach them. 

 He said: 

3“Blessed are the poor in spirit, 

  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4Blessed are those who mourn, 

  for they will be comforted. 
5Blessed are the meek, 

  for they will inherit the earth. 
6Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 

  for they will be filled. 
7Blessed are the merciful, 

  for they will be shown mercy. 
8Blessed are the pure in heart, 

  for they will see God. 
9Blessed are the peacemakers, 

  for they will be called children of God. 
10Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 

  for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

 11“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say 

all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12Rejoice and be glad, because 

great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the 

prophets who were before you. 

  

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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The Law of God Is Good and Wise CW 637 

 

 

 
 

5 The law is good, but since the fall 

its holiness condemns us all; 

it dooms us for our sin to die 

and has no pow’r to justify. 

 

6 To Jesus we for refuge flee, 

who from the curse has set us free, 

and humbly worship at his throne, 

saved by his grace through faith alone. 
 
Text: Matthias Loy, 1828–1915, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche Lieder zu Wittemberg, Wittenberg, 1543, ed. Joseph Klug 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon Jeremiah 17:5-10 
 Rev. Mark S. Voss 
 

Theme:  Four Myths About our Faith 
               Myth 2:  “Let Your Conscience Be Your Guide” 

  
5This is what the LORD says: 

“Cursed is the one who trusts in man, 

 who draws strength from mere flesh 

 and whose heart turns away from the LORD. 
6That person will be like a bush in the wastelands; 

 they will not see prosperity when it comes. 

They will dwell in the parched places of the desert, 

 in a salt land where no one lives. 

7“But blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD, 

 whose confidence is in him. 
8They will be like a tree planted by the water 

 that sends out its roots by the stream. 

It does not fear when heat comes; 

 its leaves are always green. 

It has no worries in a year of drought 

 and never fails to bear fruit.” 

9The heart is deceitful above all things 

 and beyond cure. 

 Who can understand it? 

10“I the LORD search the heart 

 and examine the mind, 

to reward each person according to their conduct, 

 according to what their deeds deserve.” 
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light CW 713 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Kathleen Thomerson, b. 1934 
Text and tune: © 1970, 1975 Celebration. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
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Prayer of the Church & Lord's Prayer 
 

ALL:   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 

your will be done on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily 

bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the 

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  

Amen. 

 
P:  Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to 

believe and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure 

hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and 

comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

Blessing 

 

Offering and Information Cards 
 

Our offering to the Lord our Savior God flows from hearts of joy and love. The offering is used to 
support the work of proclaiming the gospel message here and around the world. No one is obligated 
to join in the offering. To give an offering electronically, visit our website: www.abiding-
love.com/giving and click on “donate.”  
 
Information Cards:  We ask our members, friends, and those visiting with us today to complete an 
attendance card located in the seat backs and place it in the offering plate. If your contact information 
has recently changed, please indicate this so we may update our records. 
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Hail to the Lord’s Anointed CW 384 st. 4 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: James Montgomery, 1771–1854, abr., alt. 
Tune: Leonhart Schröter, c. 1532–c. 1601 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Silent Prayer 

The Ushers will dismiss the rows from front to back. 
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  LAST WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE: 

ATTENDANCE: 1/22       Bible Class:  35         Sunday School:  15   

        Worship:      8:00am:  69           10:30am:  79           Total:  148 

         

SERVING THIS WEEK: 
  
Ushers: 8:00: Dan Rys; Erv Stiemke; Ryan Schlomer 

 10:30: Sheryl Pierson, Lois Crusan; Linda Gosey 
 
Accompanist: Jack Lehnhardt 

PowerPoint: 8:00    Griffin Gassner Next:  Jay & Stacey Devlin       

Livestream:            10:00   Aaron Rys Next:  Aaron Rys 

Fellowship: Becky Cunningham Next:  Chris Karnuth 

Altar Guild - Jan: 8:00 Val Widup         Feb:  8:00    Brooke Mahnke 

   10:30 Nicky Shelton        10:30  Deb Nelson 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Tues. Jan. 31 8:00am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at House of  
          Omelets on Pine Island Road 

   6:30pm Women’s Evening Bible Study at the  
          home of Paula Bruns — Book of James 

Wed. Feb. 1  8:30am Preschool Chapel 

   10:00am Ladies’ Bible Study 

   11:00am The Circle Meeting 
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SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP 

We are once again offering a time of Fellowship after services beginning this 

month.  Please stick around and join us for a cup of coffee and a snack.  

Kathy Kalsto is looking for volunteers to help prepare snacks and coffee for 

upcoming Sundays.  If you are able to assist, please email Kathy at 

kjkalsto@centurylink.net. 

 

                                                                        

BIBLE STUDY 
& 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Today at 9:15, join us for Adult Bible Study and Children’s Sunday School.  

Pastor Voss will lead the adult Bible study in the church Sanctuary.  

Children’s Sunday School will be held in the Multipurpose Room for children 

ages 3+. We hope you will join us! 

2023 Giving Envelopes 

Giving envelopes for 2023 are available this morning in the Narthex.  Please 
take yours home with you today.  We understand that not everyone uses 
giving envelopes as many choose to donate online or choose to give 
monthly, quarterly or annually.  If you have not been assigned giving 
envelopes and would like them, please see Wendy or Nicky in the church 
office or contact them by email or phone call -- info@abiding-love.com or 
239-984-1441,  or simply let one of our ushers know today after services. 

mailto:info@abiding-love.com
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WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP –Wednesday Mornings 

The Women’s Morning Bible Study Group will meet again on Wednesday, 

February 1st at 10:00am in the Multipurpose Room.  We are currently studying 

What’s Big Starts Small by Mike Novotny, pastor of The CORE (Appleton, WI) 

who also serves as the lead speaker for Time of Grace, a global media ministry.  

All women are invited to attend.  Please contact Sheryl Pierson if you have any 

questions—239-464-1740 or jspierson1945@gmail.com.   

EVENING WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP—Tues. at 6:30pm 

Paula Bruns hosts an evening Bible Study at her home every Tuesday evening 
at 6:30pm.  The group is studying the book of James.  Please join us at 5695 
Bolla Court in Fort Myers if you are interested.  If you would like to know more 
about the group, please contact Paula at 239-634-1008. 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST—Tuesdays at 8:00am 

The Men’s Fellowship Breakfast Group meets every Tuesday morning at 8:00am 

at the House of Omelets, located at 900 SW Pine Island Road #122 in Cape 

Coral.  We hope you can join us. 

THE CIRCLE MEETS THIS WEDNESDAY AT 11:00am 

The next meeting of The Circle will be this Wednesday, February 1st at 11:00am 

in the Multipurpose Room immediately following the Women’s Bible Study Hour.  

All women of the church are invited to attend!  For more information about The 

Circle, please contact Nicky Shelton (239-297-2325 or nshelton@abiding-

love.com).   

mailto:jspierson1945@gmail.com
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New Bible Class 

Series 
 

Chasing the Wind 
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Sermon Series: Four Myths About our Faith  
 

People do not set out to build their faith on myths. But 
sometimes falsehoods show up in the way Christians think 
about life and God. These myths are assumed to be rock-solid 

truth until life proves they are not. This may result in confusion, feelings of betrayal, 
or distrust of Scripture. So, what is the answer?  

The answer is the truth of God’s Word. In this practical sermon series, we will look 
at 4 widely held myths about our faith. Get ready to be surprised, relieved, and 
inspired by the truth of God’s Word. 

Myth 1:   Christians Shouldn’t Judge – January 22 -- Sometime Christians get 
flustered when others quote Jesus’ own words, “Do not judge.” The idea that Jesus 
forbids his followers to judge, however, is a myth. Refusing to make judgments or 
call sin, sin, is not what Jesus asks us to do. He did it all the time. And Jesus asks 
us to do the same.  

Myth 2:   Let Your Conscience Be Your Guide – TODAY  --  We often hear 
these words, “Let your conscience be your guide.” The problem is that a lot 
of us see our conscience as a spiritual thermometer. We assume it can be 
placed into any situation and it will tell us the moral temperature—too hot, 
too cold, or just right. But that is not how our conscience works. It is more 
like the thermostat in our living room. It reflects our definition of hot and cold. 
Our conscience cannot be our guide because it needs to be guided itself—by 
God’s Word. 

Myth 3:  Faith Can Fix Anything – February 5  --  The word on the street is that faith 
can fix anything. Faith is what successful people tout as the key to their 
achievements, survivors of tragedies cite as the source of their endurance, and 
motivational speakers make a sweet living promoting. Unfortunately, this kind of 
wishful thinking has nothing in common with what the Bible calls faith. It is more 
about faith in faith than faith in God.  

Myth 4:  Forgiving Means Forgetting – February 12  --  Is forgiveness pretending 
nothing happened? Is forgiveness a never-ending series of second chances? Is it 
a fresh start with all the consequences and old baggage removed? It is the 
immediate and full restoration of a broken relationship, complete with the same 
level of trust and privileges as before? There is a problem with all these concepts. 
It is not how God forgives. 

 



20 

 
 

ABOUT ABIDING LOVE: Abiding Love Lutheran Church is a congregation in 
the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), with almost 400,000 members in 49 
states and missionaries in 23 nations. The WELS is committed to the Scriptures as the 
inspired, inerrant Word of God, and therefore the only guide for faith and life. If you would like 
to know more about us, or if you’re seeking Biblical counseling, give Pastor Voss a call at  
303-808-0611 or email him at: markvoss35@gmail.com. 

 

 

                                                     

Call Process Update 
Pastor and Early Childhood Ministry Director  

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not 
give up.”  Galatians 6:9 

  

We had our fifth Call Meeting on Wednesday, January 11th at which we voted to call both 

a Pastor and an Early Childhood Ministry Director.  We unanimously decided to extend a 

Call to Rev. Thomas Gorzalski, who currently serves the congregation of Holy Trinity 

Lutheran Church in New Hope, MN.  Pastor Gorzalski will be considering our Call over the 

next few weeks. 

We also voted unanimously to extend a Call to Ms. Catherine St. John, to be our Early 

Childhood Ministry Director.  Ms. St. John currently serves as a teacher at Martin Luther 

College in their Early Childhood Learning Center in New Ulm, MN. 

Please keep Pastor Gorzalski, Ms. St. John, as well as the congregation of Holy Trinity 

and MLC’s Early Childhood Learning Center in your daily prayers as they consider our 

Calls. 

If you would like to contact Pastor Gorzalski or Ms. St. John to offer some encouraging 

words, please email them. 

Pastor Gorzalski – pastortomgorzalski@gmail.com 

Ms. St. John – stjohncat@gmail.com 

 

mailto:pastortomgorzalski@gmail.com
mailto:stjohncat@gmail.com

