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December 24, 2022  CHRISTMAS EVE 

WELCOME! 

Thank you for joining us in worship this evening. In our service we gather before 

Jesus our Savior to offer him worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 

ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word. 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 

• The Elders request that we observe five minutes of quiet time in the sanctuary 

prior to the start of each service.  Please be seated and use this time to prepare 

for worship and read the bulletin announcements. 

• We love families! Your children are welcome in our service, including our 

youngest children!  Thanks for bringing them to hear about Jesus. If you would 

like, there are children’s worship bags with lessons, crayons, and books in the 

entryway of the church.  An usher can assist you.  We ask that you return these 

to the basket after the service.  

• Information:  We ask all our members and visitors to please complete a 

yellow information card located in the seat backs.  These will be collected 

by the ushers during the offering. 

•  Please silence your cell phones. 

  

OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

PEACE CAME TO EARTH 
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Invocation 

 
He was light ...   coming into a world of darkness. 

He was love...    coming into a world of hate. 

He was life...   coming into a world of death. 

He was peace...  coming into a world of strife. 

He was righteousness... coming into a world of sin. 

He was hope…   coming into a world of defeat.  

He was God…   coming into a world of humanity.  

He is our Savior…  and we begin in his name. 

 
P:  Heavenly Father, Jesus was with you in the beginning, but we did not recognize 

him. He came into our world, but we did not welcome him. He came to his own, 
but we did not receive him. We are sorry for the sins of the world, and sorrier 
for our own sins. 

C:  Forgive us for not making room in our hearts for Jesus. Pardon our rejections 
of him and of those filled with his light. Grant that we might spread his light 
and grace to give life to our world. 

P:  As the angels told the shepherds that first Christmas Eve: “Do not be afraid. We 
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. Today in the 
town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.” Rejoice! 
Through Christ we have peace with God. 

C:    Amen. 
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Joy to the World CW 353 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 
Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685-1759, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Prayer of the Day 

P:  Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the 

true light. Grant that as we have known on earth the wonder of that light, 

we may also behold him in all his glory in the life to come; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

+ God's Word + 
 

Old Testament Prophesy Isaiah 9:2–7 

The baby Jesus is the Prince of Peace 

2The people walking in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of deep darkness 

 a light has dawned. 
3You have enlarged the nation 

 and increased their joy; 

they rejoice before you 

 as people rejoice at the harvest, 

as warriors rejoice 

 when dividing the plunder. 
4For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 

 you have shattered 

the yoke that burdens them, 

 the bar across their shoulders, 

 the rod of their oppressor. 
5Every warrior’s boot used in battle 

 and every garment rolled in blood 

will be destined for burning, 

 will be fuel for the fire. 
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6For to us a child is born, 

 to us a son is given, 

 and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

 Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7Of the greatness of his government and peace 

 there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne 

 and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it 

 with justice and righteousness 

 from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the LORD Almighty 

 will accomplish this. 

 

 

New Testament Fulfillment Titus 2:11-14 

The Christ child changes us 

  
11For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 12It 

teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-

controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age, 13while we wait for the 

blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus 

Christ, 14who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to 

purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. 
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Verse of the Day 

ALL: Alleluia.  

P:   Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you, he is Christ 

the Lord.  

ALL: Alleluia. 

 

 

 

 

The Christmas Gospel Luke 2:1-7 

 1In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be 

taken of the entire Roman world. 2(This was the first census that took place while 

Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3And everyone went to their own town to 

register. 

 4So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to 

Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of 

David. 5He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to 

him and was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time came for the 

baby to be born, 7and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 

cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available 

for them. 
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Christmas Carol        Joy Has Dawned CW 352 

4:00pm: Verse 1 & 2:  Sung by our children 
           Verse 3 & 4:  Sung by congregation 

7:00pm:   Congregation sings all verses.  

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974 
Tune: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974 
Text and tune: © 2005 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
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The Christmas Gospel Luke 2:8–20 

 8And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 

their flocks at night. 9An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the 

Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, 

“Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all the 

people. 11Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 

Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in 

cloths and lying in a manger.” 

 13Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 

praising God and saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on whom 

his favor rests.” 

 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 

one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which 

the Lord has told us about.” 

 16So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying 

in the manger. 17When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning 

what had been told them about this child, 18and all who heard it were amazed at 

what the shepherds said to them. 19But Mary treasured up all these things and 

pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising 

God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been 

told. 
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Peace Came to Earth CW 330 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919–2008 
Tune: arr. Mark Kellner, 1959–2015, alt.; Richard Jeffrey, b. 1952 
Text: © 1984 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
Tune: © 2000 MorningStar Music Publishers, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

 

  



11 

 

Sermon Luke 2:1-20 

Theme:  “Peace Came to Earth” Pastor Mark S. Voss 
 

 

 

Christmas Eve Prayer 

P:  On this holy night, dear Father, we rejoice to hear the good news of great 

joy that a Savior has been born for us. For fulfilling your prophecies and in 

the fullness of time sending your Son to be our Savior, we give you our 

heartfelt thanks and praise. 

C:  Unto us a child is born! Unto us a Son is given! 

P:  What a great mystery of our faith is this: that God has become fully human 

for our salvation. Even though he is the all-powerful Lord of all, he is 

wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a manger. 

C:  Help us always believe that this precious child was born as our 

substitute to be our Savior. 

P:  Amid our joy, we grieve, for the many people in our world who do not know 

that Jesus has come to bring them forgiveness and healing. As the 

shepherds spread abroad the good news of the birth of the Savior born for 

all the world, may we also make use of the unique opportunities this holiday 

presents to tell others of what we have seen and heard concerning the child. 

C:  Grant that the true peace between God and fallen mankind may 

comfort all people.  

P:  Hear us Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer 

 

P:  As the angels sang out their praise, move us to sing out our praise to you, 

today and everyday as the joy of Christmas remains in our hearts. 

C:  Glory to God in the highest! Amen. 
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Lighting of the Candles 

Please do not tip a lighted candle!  Tip only an unlit candle to receive the flame. 

 

 
Silent Night, Holy Night CW 337 

4:00pm Congregation sings all verses 

7:00pm  Verse 1:  In German, by Choir 
 Verse 1:  In English by Congregation 
 Verse 2:  Choir 
 Verse 3:  Congregation and Choir 
 

 

 

Offering and Information 
 

Our offering to the Lord our Savior God flows from hearts of joy and love. The offering is used to 
support the work of proclaiming the gospel message here and around the world. No one is obligated 
to join in the offering. To give an offering electronically, visit our website:  
www.abiding-love.com/giving and click on “donate.”  
 
Information:  We ask our members, friends, and those visiting with us today to complete an 
information card located in the seat backs and place it in the offering plate. If your contact information 
has recently changed, please indicate this so we may update our records. 
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Text: tr. John F. Young, 1820–1885; Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848 
Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787–1863 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Extinguishing of Candles 

Please cup the flame with your hand as you blow the flame out. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 
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Blessing 
 

Angels We Have Heard on High CW 346 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, Part 2, 1862, alt.; French 
Tune: French 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Silent Prayer 

Merry Christmas to all.   
May God fill your lives with the peace only Jesus brings; and may you leave 

with joy in your hearts and purpose in your lives. 
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 SERVING THIS EVENING: 
  
Ushers: 4:00 Geri Quinn; Mark & Teri Schulz; Mark & Julie Nygren; 

Shannon Kolakowski 

 7:00 Bob & Kathy Kalsto; Ed Hayes 
 
Accompanist: Robert Lozen 

Flutist:  Finia Wilsch 

Trombone:  Abi Koltz 

Trumpet:  Katie Schlomer, Ben Mahnke 

PowerPoint: 4:00    Kevin & Wendy Beichler      

7:00    Jay & Stacey Devlin 

Livestream: 4:00    Aaron Rys 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Sun. Dec. 25  10:00am Christmas Day Worship (no communion) 
 
Dec. 26-Jan. 6 VPK & Preschool Closed 
 
Tues. Dec. 27 8:00am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at House of  
          Omelets on Pine Island Road 

Sun. Jan. 1  10:00am Sunday Worship (with communion) 
 
Sun. Jan. 8  10:45am CALL MEETING 
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ABOUT ABIDING LOVE: Abiding Love Lutheran Church is a 
congregation in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), with almost 
400,000 members in 49 states and missionaries in 23 nations. The WELS is committed 
to the Scriptures as the inspired, inerrant Word of God, and therefore the only guide for 
faith and life. If you would like to know more about us, or if you’re seeking Biblical 
counseling, give Pastor Voss a call at 303-808-0611 or email him at: 
markvoss35@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 

 December 24th—Candlelight Services at 4:00pm and 7:00pm  

December 25th—10:00am (no communion) 

January 1st—10:00am Worship (with communion) 

 
Poinsettia Donations 

Poinsettias for our altar were donated by the following members and friends. 
 

Shannon Kolakowski   Jay & Stacey Devlin 

Kevin & Wendy Beichler   Terry & Judy Ray 

Erv Stiemke      Lois Crusan 

Sheila Miller     Steve & Paula Bruns 

Steve & Jackie Adang   Ron & Mary Juricek 

Rebecca Simon-Brooks   Darren & Anne Marie Davis 

Michele Leatherbury   An anonymous donor 

Bob & Sue Stumpner 
 


