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WELCOME! 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. In our service we gather before Jesus 

our Savior to offer him worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 

ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word. 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 

• The Elders request that we observe five minutes of quiet time in the sanctuary 

prior to the start of each service.  Please be seated and use this time to prepare 

for worship and read the bulletin announcements. 

• We love families! Your children are welcome in our service, including our 

youngest children!  Thanks for bringing them to hear about Jesus. If you would 

like, there are children’s worship bags with lessons, crayons, and books in the 

entryway of the church.  An usher can assist you.  We ask that you return these 

to the basket after the service. 

• Attendance:  We ask all our members and visitors to please complete a 

yellow attendance card located in the seat backs.  These will be collected 

by the ushers during the offering. 

•  Please silence your cell phones. 

December 18, 2022  FOURTH SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

  

OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

ADVENT WATCHWORDS:  FAITH 
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Pastor’s Welcome 

 

Call to Worship Psalm 24 

1 The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it; 
 

2 for he founded it on the seas and established it on the waters. 
 

3 Who may ascend the mountain of the LORD? Who may stand in his holy 
place? 
 

4 The one who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not trust in 
an idol or swear by a false god.  
 

5 They will receive blessing from the LORD and vindication from God their 
Savior. 
 

6 Such is the generation of those who seek him, who seek your 
face, God of Jacob.   

 

7 Lift up your heads, you gates; be lifted up, you ancient doors, that the King of 
glory may come in. 
 

8 Who is this King of glory? The LORD strong and mighty, LORD mighty 
in battle. 
 

9 Lift up your heads, you gates; lift them up, you ancient doors, that the King 
of glory may come in. 
 

10 Who is he, this King of glory?  The LORD Almighty— he is the King of 
glory. 
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Savior of the Nations, Come CW 301 

 

 

 
 
Text:  tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–1876, alt.; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546, abr.; Ambrose of Milan, 340–397, abr. 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, Wittenberg, 1524, ed. Johann Walter 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Confession of Sins 

P:  God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and 

penitent hearts. Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him 

to forgive us. 

 

C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that 

I have disobeyed you in my thoughts, words and actions. I have done 

what is evil and failed to do what is good. For this I deserve your 

punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, 

and trusting in my Savior, Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on 

me a sinner.  

 

P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only 

Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant 

of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen. 

 

P: In the peace of forgiveness, we praise our Savior King! 

 

  



6 

 

O Little Town of Bethlehem CW 333 sts. 1, 4 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835–1893, abr., alt. 
Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831–1908 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P:  Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our sins, 

and make us ready for the celebration of your birth, that we may receive you 

in joy and serve you always; for you live and reign with the Father and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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Lighting of the Advent Candles 

(Four candles will be lit.) 

P:  We light four Advent candles remembering Jesus, the Son of God and Son 

of Mary. He came to share our humanity. 

C:  We remember Jesus, whose name means Savior. He came to save his 

people from their sins. 

P:  We hear his call to give him a place in our hearts. 

C:  We light four Advent candles as a sign of our joy and hope.  

P:  Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 

C:  Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 

 

 

+ God's Word + 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 7:10–14 

The virgin birth is a sign Jesus is true God. 

10 Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 11 “Ask the LORD your God for a sign, whether 

in the deepest depths or in the highest heights.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask; 

I will not put the LORD to the test.” 

13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the 

patience of humans? Will you try the patience of my God also? 14 Therefore the 

Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, 

and will call him Immanuel. 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Verse of the Day 

ALL: Alleluia.  

P:   The virgin will be with child and will give birth to a son, and they will call 

him Immanuel. 

ALL:  Alleluia. 

 

Epistle Romans 1:1–7 

Through Jesus we receive grace and peace 
 

1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle and set apart for the 

gospel of God— 2 the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in 

the Holy Scriptures 3 regarding his Son, who as to his earthly life was a 

descendant of David, 4 and who through the Spirit of holiness was appointed the 

Son of God in power by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. 5 

Through him we received grace and apostleship to call all the Gentiles to the 

obedience that comes from faith for his name’s sake. 6 And you also are among 

those Gentiles who are called to belong to Jesus Christ. 7 To all in Rome who 

are loved by God and called to be his holy people: Grace and peace to you from 

God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Confession of Faith The Second Article and Meaning 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 

the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 

crucified, died, and was buried.  

 

He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father 

almighty. From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, 

and also true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. 

 

He has redeemed me a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won 

me from all sins, from death and from the power of the devil, not with 

gold or silver, but with his holy, precious blood and with his innocent 

suffering and death. 

 

All this he did that I should be his own and live under him in his kingdom, 

and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness, 

just as he has risen from death and lives and rules eternally. This is most 

certainly true. 

 

 

Children's Sermon 
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Jesus! Name of Wondrous Love CW 496 

 

 
 

5 Jesus! Only name that’s giv’n 

under all the mighty heav’n 

whereby those to sin enslaved 

burst their fetters and are saved. 

 

6 Jesus! Name of wondrous love, 

human name of God above; 

pleading only this, we flee 

helpless, O our God, to thee. 
 
Text: William W. How, 1823–1897, alt. 
Tune: Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, Halle, 1704, ed. Johann A. Freylinghausen, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon Matthew 1:18-25 

Theme:  Advent Watchwords – Faith Pastor Mark S. Voss 

 
18 This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His mother Mary was 

pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found 

to be pregnant through the Holy Spirit. 19 Because Joseph her husband was 

faithful to the law, and yet did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had 

in mind to divorce her quietly.  

20 But after he had considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a 

dream and said, “Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as 

your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will 

give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus, because he will 

save his people from their sins.”  

22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the prophet: 23 “The 

virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 

(which means “God with us”). 

24 When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had commanded 

him and took Mary home as his wife. 25 But he did not consummate their marriage 

until she gave birth to a son. And he gave him the name Jesus. 

 

 

  

Offering and Information 
 

Our offering to the Lord our Savior God flows from hearts of joy and love. The offering is used to 
support the work of proclaiming the gospel message here and around the world. No one is obligated 
to join in the offering. To give an offering electronically, visit our website:  
www.abiding-love.com/giving and click on “donate.”  
 
Information:  We ask our members, friends, and those visiting with us today to complete an 
information card located in the seat backs and place it in the offering plate. If your contact information 
has recently changed, please indicate this so we may update our records. 
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Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord CW 315 sts. 1–4 

 

 

 
 
Text: Heinrich Held, 1620–1659, abr.; (sts. 1–3): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; (st. 4): tr. Christian Worship, 2021 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, Wittenberg, 1524, ed. Johann Walter 
Text (st. 4): © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
Text (sts. 1–3) and tune: Public domain 
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Advent Prayer 

P:  Loving Lord, as we approach the day of Christ's birth help us to open wide 

the doors of our hearts in preparation. Help us sense the importance of 

what happened so long ago when Mary was visited by the angel Gabriel, 

to remember the words of the angels and the prophets and the teachers of 

old, and to celebrate all the promises you made through them. Help us to 

take firm hold of the meaning of all these things and to know in the depths 

of our being that even now you are seeking to work in us and through us to 

fulfil the promises you have made.   

C:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

P:  Healing Lord, may this Christmas season be for us and for those around 

us a season of healing, may it be a season of hope and of love and of joy, 

may it be a time of true sharing and of rejoicing in all the earth. 

C:  Lord, hear our prayer.  

P:  Tender Lord, we for those in need around us: for those who need a 

second birth, for those who need a tender touch and a kind word.  

C:  Lord, hear our prayer.  

P:  We pray too, O Lord for the children of our world: all those who have no 

place to call their home, all those who are hungry and thirsty, all those who 

are lonely and afraid, all those who yet have no faith in you.   

C:  Lord, hear our prayer. We ask these things with hope and praise in 

our hearts, our minds, and our souls, through Christ Jesus our Lord.   
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

Blessing 
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Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord CW 315 sts. 5–6 

 

 

 
 
Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; Heinrich Held, 1620–1659, abr. 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, Wittenberg, 1524, ed. Johann Walter 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Silent Prayer 

 

Thank you for worshiping with us this morning.  As we gathered to be 
strengthened through God's Word and worship, we leave to witness to others 

with our lips and lives. 
 

The Ushers will dismiss the rows from front to back. 
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  Welcome Rev. Mark S. Voss 
 

Please join us in welcoming Pastor Mark S. Voss as our Interim Pastor.  Pastor 

Voss will serve our congregation until we are able to call our new pastor. 

 

Pastor Voss and his wife, Marie come our way from Tega Cay, SC, a small 

town 30 miles from Charlotte, NC.   The Vosses have 4 children scattered here 

and there across our nation, and 7 grandchildren, 6 of whom are girls.  

 

In July of 2020, Pastor Voss retired after serving congregations in Lincoln, NE, 

and Denver, CO. Marie also retired as an RN. Since then, they have been on 

the road serving vacancies. Abiding Love is now their 5th stop. They tell us 

they are having a blast doing the Lord’s work in this way and are looking 

forward to serving Abiding Love and getting to know all of us.  

 

Pastor Voss may be contacted at 303-808-0611 or markvoss35@gmail.com.    

2023 Giving Envelopes 

Giving envelopes for 2023 are available this morning.  Please take yours 

home with you today.  If you have not been assigned envelopes and 

would like them, please contact Wendy or Nicky in the church office 

(info@abiding-love.com) or let one of our ushers know. 

mailto:info@abiding-love.com
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LAST WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE: 

ATTENDANCE 12/11/22:  Bible Class:  27           Sunday School:  10 

       8:00am:  46      10:30am:  81     Total:   127 

SERVING THIS WEEK: 
  
Ushers: 8:00 Mark & Teri Schulz; Mark & Julie Nygren; Ryan Schlomer  
 10:30 Rich & Chris Karnuth; Shannon Kolakowski 
 
Accompanist: John Lehnhardt 

PowerPoint: 8:00    Pete Larson        Next:  Pete Larson      

10:30  Aaron Rys        Next:  Aaron Rys 

Altar Guild:  8:00 Teri Schulz 

   10:30 Britta Wilsch 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Tues. Dec. 20 8:00am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at House of  
          Omelets on Pine Island Road 

   6:30pm Women’s Evening Bible Study at the  
          home of Paula Bruns — Book of James 

Wed. Dec. 21 8:30am Preschool Chapel 

10:45am Ladies’ Bible Study 

Sat. Dec. 24  4:00 & 7:00 Christmas Eve Candlelight Services 

Sun. Dec. 25  10:00am Christmas Day Worship (no communion) 
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TODAY’S ADULT BIBLE CLASS — 9:15am 

Join us today for Adult Bible Class in the Sanctuary at 9:15am.  Pastor Mark Voss 
will lead our study today on the Christmas Story – God Keeping His Promises.  
We will also have some fun on a Christmas Bible quiz. 

CALL MEETING – January 8th at 11:45am 

We are currently in a vacancy pastor situation.  We are following the WELS Call 

Process as we search for our new pastor.  Our next Call Meeting will be held on 

Sunday, January 8th immediately following the 10:30 worship service.  All 

members are invited, and all voices will be heard.  

  POINSETTIAS   

If you are interested in donating a poinsettia plant for our Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Day decorations in the church, please sign up on the sheet located on 

the bulletin board in the Narthex.  28 poinsettias are needed.  The cost is 

$8.00/plant.  You may pay by cash or check made payable to Abiding Love and 

placing your payment in the offering plate. 

CHRISTMAS SERVICE INVITATION POSTCARDS 

Christmas service invitation postcards are available at the Welcome Center 

today. Please take a few with you and invite your friends and neighbors. 
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WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP –Wed. at 10:45am 

The Women’s Morning Bible Study Group will meet again this Wednesday 

November 2nd, at 10:45am at church.  Currently we are studying the book, 

“Wherever Love May Lead” by Catherine Duerr.  All women are invited to attend.  

Please contact Sheryl Pierson if you have any questions—239-464-1740 or 

jspierson1945@gmail.com. 

EVENING WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP—Tues. at 6:30pm 

Paula Bruns hosts an evening Bible Study at her home every Tuesday evening 

at 6:30pm.  The group has just begun studying the book of James.  Please join 

us at 5695 Bolla Court in Fort Myers if you are interested.  If you would like to 

know more about the group, please contact Paula at 239-634-1008. 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST—Tuesdays at 8:00am 

The Men’s Fellowship Breakfast Group meets every Tuesday morning at 8:00am 

at the House of Omelets, located at 900 SW Pine Island Road #122 in Cape 

Coral.  We hope you can join us. 

 

Christmas Eve & Christmas Day Choir Rehearsal TODAY 

Anyone interested in singing with the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day Choir 

is invited to a 15-minute practice TODAY after the 10:30 Worship Service.  We 

will be singing Silent Night.  We may also schedule an additional practice mid-

week. 
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ABOUT ABIDING LOVE: Abiding Love Lutheran Church is a 
congregation in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), with almost 
400,000 members in 49 states and missionaries in 23 nations. The WELS is committed 
to the Scriptures as the inspired, inerrant Word of God, and therefore the only guide for 
faith and life. If you would like to know more about us, or if you’re seeking Biblical 
counseling, give Pastor Voss a call at 303-808-0611 or email him at: 
markvoss35@gmail.com. 

 

 

 
 

CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 

 December 24th—Candlelight Services at 4:00pm and 7:00pm  

December 25th—10:00am (no communion) 

January 1st—10:00am Worship (with communion) 

 


