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WELCOME! 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. In our service we gather before Jesus 

our Savior to offer him worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 

ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word. 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 

• The Elders request that we observe five minutes of quiet time in the sanctuary 

prior to the start of each service.  Please be seated and use this time to prepare 

for worship and read the bulletin announcements. 

• We love families! Your children are welcome in our service, including our 

youngest children!  Thanks for bringing them to hear about Jesus. If you would 

like, there are children’s worship bags with lessons, crayons, and books in the 

entryway of the church.  An usher can assist you.  We ask that you return these 

to the basket after the service. 

• Attendance:  We ask all our members and visitors to please complete a 

yellow attendance card located in the seat backs.  These will be collected 

by the ushers during the offering. 

•  Please silence your cell phones. 

December 11, 2022  THIRD SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

  

OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

ADVENT WATCHWORDS:  PATIENCE 

 

 



3 

 

Call to Worship 

P: The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have 

beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father.  

C: Hark the glad sound! The Savior comes, the Savior promised long.  

P: Sing unto the Lord a new song. Sing unto the Lord, all the earth. Declare his 

glory among the nations, his marvelous works among all the people.   

C: Let every heart prepare a throne and every voice a song. 

 

313 Hark the Glad Sound! The Savior Comes CW 313 

 

 

 
 
Text: Philip Doddridge, 1702–1751, abr., alt. 
Tune: Thomas Haweis, 1734–1820, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Psalm of Confession Psalm 6 

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

P:  O Lord, do not rebuke me in your anger or discipline me in your wrath.  

C:  Be merciful to me, LORD, for I am faint; O LORD, heal me, for my soul 

is in anguish. Turn, O LORD, and deliver me; save me because of your 

unfailing love.  

   

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

P:  I am worn out from groaning. My eyes grow weak with sorrow.  

C:  Away from me, all you who do evil, for the LORD has heard my 

weeping. The LORD has heard my cry for mercy; the LORD accepts 

my prayer.  

All: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.  

P:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only 

Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant 

of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

   In the peace of forgiveness, we praise the Lord: 
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355 Let All Together Praise Our God CW 355 sts. 1–3 

 

 

 
 
Text: tr. August Crull, 1845–1923, sts. 1-3,5,6, alt. 
Tune: Nicolaus Herman, c. 1480–1561 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your 

mighty deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light; 

for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever.  

 

Amen. 
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Lighting of the Advent Candles  

(We light two blue candles and one pink candle.) 

P:  We light three Advent candles remembering Jesus, the Light of the world. 
He came to defeat the prince of darkness. 

C:  We remember Jesus, who came in answer to his people’s prayers. 
John proclaimed him the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the 
world. 

P:  We hear his call to see the light. 

C:  We light three Advent candles as a sign of our trust and confidence. 

P:  Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 

C:  Through your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed. 

 

+ God’s Word+ 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 35:1-10 

The coming Messiah changes everything. 

1The desert and the parched land will be glad; 

 the wilderness will rejoice and blossom. 

Like the crocus, 2it will burst into bloom; 

 it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. 

The glory of Lebanon will be given to it, 

 the splendor of Carmel and Sharon; 

they will see the glory of the LORD, 

 the splendor of our God. 

3Strengthen the feeble hands, 

 steady the knees that give way; 
4say to those with fearful hearts, 

 “Be strong, do not fear; 

your God will come, 

 he will come with vengeance; 
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with divine retribution 

 he will come to save you.” 

5Then will the eyes of the blind be opened 

 and the ears of the deaf unstopped. 
6Then will the lame leap like a deer, 

 and the mute tongue shout for joy. 

Water will gush forth in the wilderness 

 and streams in the desert. 
7The burning sand will become a pool, 

 the thirsty ground bubbling springs. 

In the haunts where jackals once lay, 

 grass and reeds and papyrus will grow. 

8And a highway will be there; 

 it will be called the Way of Holiness; 

 it will be for those who walk on that Way. 

The unclean will not journey on it; 

 wicked fools will not go about on it. 
9No lion will be there, 

 nor any ravenous beast; 

 they will not be found there. 

But only the redeemed will walk there, 

 10and those the LORD has rescued will return. 

They will enter Zion with singing; 

 everlasting joy will crown their heads. 

Gladness and joy will overtake them, 

 and sorrow and sighing will flee away. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Verse of the Day Matthew 11:10 

ALL: Alleluia.  

P:   I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before 

you. 

ALL: Alleluia.  

 
Stand 

Gospel Matthew 11:2–11 

Jesus deals gently with doubt. 

 2When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he 

sent his disciples 3to ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we 

expect someone else?” 

 4Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5The blind 

receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf 

hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 6Blessed 

is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.” 

 7As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about 

John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the 

wind? 8If not, what did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, 

those who wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. 9Then what did you go out to 

see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about 

whom it is written: 

“ ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, 

  who will prepare your way before you.’ 

11Truly I tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater 

than John the Baptist; yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater 

than he. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

     

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come.   Amen. 
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Children's Sermon 

 

302 Prepare the Royal Highway CW 302 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt.; Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772–1847 
Tune: Swedish, 17th cent. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
Tune: Public domain 
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Sermon James 5:7-11 

Theme:  “Advent Watchwords:  Patience” Pastor Mark S. Voss 

 

 7Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the 

farmer waits for the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the 

autumn and spring rains. 8You too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s 

coming is near. 9Don’t grumble against one another, brothers and sisters, or you 

will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door! 

 10Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take 

the prophets who spoke in the name of the Lord. 11As you know, we count as 

blessed those who have persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and 

have seen what the Lord finally brought about. The Lord is full of compassion 

and mercy. 

 

 

  

Offering and Attendance 
 

Our offering to the Lord our Savior God flows from hearts of joy and love. The offering is used to 
support the work of proclaiming the gospel message here and around the world. No one is obligated 
to join in the offering. To give an offering electronically, visit our website: www.abiding-
love.com/giving and click on “donate.”  
 
Attendance:  We ask our members, friends, and those visiting with us today to complete an 
attendance card located in the seat backs and place it in the offering plate. If your contact information 
has recently changed, please indicate this so we may update our records. 
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+ The Lord’s Supper + 

 

 
Prayer of the Church 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Dear visiting friends, 

Abiding Love joins in the historic practice of the Christian Church regarding "close" 

communion.  What this means is that our pastor takes his responsibility to spiritually care for 

each soul in our congregation very compassionately and seriously.  We want those coming to 

the Lord's table to do so to their spiritual benefit and not harm.  We also want the oneness 

expressed in receiving Holy Communion to be genuine and not contrived. 

Since this is what we believe, we respectfully ask, if you are not a member of a sister church in 

WELS or ELS, that you refrain from joining us at communion today.  We truly want you to 

participate in communion with us, but we ask that you give Pastor Mark Voss an opportunity to 

privately speak with you about it first.  Thank you! 
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Words From the Upper Room 

(Anyone needing extra time to come to communion is invited forward during the singing of 

“Lamb of God.”) 
 

550 Lamb of God CW 550 sts. 1, 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Twila Paris, b. 1958 
Tune: Twila Paris, b. 1958 
Text and tune: © 1985 Mountain Spring/Straightway Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: CCLI no. 1518375 
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Distribution of the Lord’s Supper 

(Members will come forward at the direction of the Ushers.) 

Distribution Hymn - O Lord, How Shall I Meet You CW 324 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: tr. composite; Paul Gerhardt, 1607–1676, D. M. Luther's ... Geistliche Lieder, Berlin, 1653 
Tune: Johann Crüger, 1598–1662, alt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

All: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this 

Holy Supper. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in 

you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of 

Jesus, our Lamb of God; and our Lord, who lives in us and reigns with 

you.  Amen. 

 

Blessing 

 

316 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry CW 316 

 

 

 
 
Text: tr. composite; Charles Coffin, 1676–1749 
Tune: Latin, 15th cent., adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571–1621 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Silent Prayer 

The Ushers will dismiss the rows from front to back. 

 

 

 

  

Welcome Rev. Mark S. Voss 
 

Please join us in welcoming Pastor Mark S. Voss as our Vacancy Pastor.  

Pastor Voss will serve our congregation until we are able to call our new 

pastor. 

 

Pastor Voss and his wife, Marie come our way from Tega Cay, SC, a small 

town 30 miles from Charlotte, NC.   The Vosses have 4 children scattered here 

and there across our nation, and 7 grandchildren, 6 of whom are girls.  

 

In July of 2020, Pastor Voss retired after serving congregations in Lincoln, NE, 

and Denver, CO. Marie also retired as an RN. Since then, they have been on 

the road serving vacancies. Abiding Love is now their 5th stop. They tell us 

they are having a blast doing the Lord’s work in this way and are looking 

forward to serving Abiding Love and getting to know all of us.  

 

Pastor Voss may be contacted at 303-808-0611 or markvoss35@gmail.com.    
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LAST WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE: 

ATTENDANCE 12/4/22:  Bible Class:  19         Sunday School:  10 

       8:00am:  45      10:30am:  64      Total:   109 

SERVING THIS WEEK: 
  
Ushers: 8:00 Mark & Teri Schulz; Mark & Julie Nygren; Ryan Schlomer  
 10:30 Rich & Chris Karnuth; Shannon Kolakowski 
 
Accompanist: Robert Lozen 

PowerPoint: 8:00    Jay & Stacey Devlin      Next:  Pete Larson      

10:30  Aaron Rys        Next:  Aaron Rys 

Altar Guild:  8:00 Teri Schulz 

   10:30 Britta Wilsch 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

TODAY    The Circle Cookie Sale 
 
Tues. Dec. 13 8:00am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at House of  
          Omelets on Pine Island Road 

   6:30pm Women’s Evening Bible Study at the  
          home of Paula Bruns — Book of James 

Wed. Dec. 14 8:30am Preschool Chapel 

10:45am Ladies’ Bible Study 

6:00pm Council Meeting 

Fri. Dec. 16  4:00pm Family Christmas Event 
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TODAY’S ADULT BIBLE CLASS — 9:15am 

Join us today for Adult Bible Class in the Sanctuary at 9:15am.  Pastor Mark 
Voss will lead our study today entitled, "Catching Our Z's."  This week the class 
will study the prophet Zechariah as we focus on the Advent and Christmas 
prophecies. 

CALL MEETING – January 8th at 11:45am 

We are currently in a vacancy pastor situation.  We are following the WELS Call 

Process as we search for our new pastor.  Our next Call Meeting will be held on 

Sunday, January 8th immediately following the 10:30 worship service.  All 

members are invited, and all voices will be heard.  

  POINSETTIAS   

If you are interested in donating a poinsettia plant for our Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day decorations in the church, please sign up on the sheet located on 
the bulletin board in the Narthex.  28 poinsettias are needed.  The cost is 
$8.00/plant.  You may pay by cash or check made payable to Abiding Love and 
placing your payment in the offering plate. 

The Circle's Annual Christmas Cookie Sale               

Cookies are on sale TODAY! Cookies are $7/box.  All proceeds will benefit the 

Early Childhood Ministry.   

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICE INVITATION POSTCARDS 

Christmas service invitation postcards are available at the Welcome Center 

today. Please take a few with you and invite your friends and neighbors. 
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CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 

 December 24th—Candlelight Services at 4:00pm and 7:00pm  

December 25th—10:00am (no communion) 

 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP –Wed. at 10:45am 

The Women’s Morning Bible Study Group will meet again this Wednesday 

November 2nd, at 10:45am at church.  Currently we are studying the book, 

“Wherever Love May Lead” by Catherine Duerr.  All women are invited to attend.  

Please contact Sheryl Pierson if you have any questions—239-464-1740 or 

jspierson1945@gmail.com. 

EVENING WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP—Tues. at 6:30pm 

Paula Bruns hosts an evening Bible Study at her home every Tuesday evening 

at 6:30pm.  The group has just begun studying the book of James.  Please join 

us at 5695 Bolla Court in Fort Myers if you are interested.  If you would like to 

know more about the group, please contact Paula at 239-634-1008. 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST—Tuesdays at 8:00am 

The Men’s Fellowship Breakfast Group meets every Tuesday morning at 8:00am 

at the House of Omelets, located at 900 SW Pine Island Road #122 in Cape 

Coral.  We hope you can join us. 
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ABOUT ABIDING LOVE: Abiding Love Lutheran Church is a 
congregation in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), with almost 
400,000 members in 49 states and missionaries in 23 nations. The WELS is committed 
to the Scriptures as the inspired, inerrant Word of God, and therefore the only guide for 
faith and life. If you would like to know more about us, or if you’re seeking Biblical 
counseling, give Pastor Voss a call at 303-808-0611 or email him at: 
markvoss35@gmail.com. 

 

 


