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WELCOME! 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. In our service we gather before Jesus 

our Savior to offer him worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 

ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word. 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 

• The Elders request that we observe five minutes of quiet time in the sanctuary 

prior to the start of each service.  Please be seated and use this time to prepare 

for worship and read the bulletin announcements. 

• We love families! Your children are welcome in our service, including our 

youngest children!  Thanks for bringing them to hear about Jesus. If you would 

like, there are children’s worship bags with lessons, crayons, and books in the 

entryway of the church.  An usher can assist you.  We ask that you return these 

to the basket after the service. 

• Attendance:  We ask all our members and visitors to please complete a 

yellow attendance card located in the seat backs.  These will be collected 

by the ushers during the offering. 

•  Please silence your cell phones. 

November 27, 2022  FIRST SUNDAY IN ADVENT 

  

OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

SERVICE OF THE WORD AND SACRAMENT 

Setting Three 
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493 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers CW 493 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: tr. Sarah B. Findlater, 1823–1907, alt.; Laurentius Laurenti, 1660–1722, abr. 
Tune: Swedish 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 

Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 

world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 190 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord.  

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 
Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
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+ The Word + 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Protect us by your strength, and save us 

from the threatening dangers of our sins; for you live and reign with the Father 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

First Reading Genesis 6:9–22; 7:11–23 

 9This is the account of Noah and his family. 

 Noah was a righteous man, blameless among the people of his time, and he 

walked faithfully with God. 10Noah had three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth. 

 11Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight and was full of violence. 12God saw 

how corrupt the earth had become, for all the people on earth had corrupted their 

ways. 13So God said to Noah, “I am going to put an end to all people, for the 

earth is filled with violence because of them. I am surely going to destroy both 

them and the earth. 14So make yourself an ark of cypress wood; make rooms in 

it and coat it with pitch inside and out. 15This is how you are to build it: The ark 

is to be three hundred cubits long, fifty cubits wide and thirty cubits high. 16Make 

a roof for it, leaving below the roof an opening one cubit high all around. Put a 

door in the side of the ark and make lower, middle and upper decks. 17I am going 

to bring floodwaters on the earth to destroy all life under the heavens, every 

creature that has the breath of life in it. Everything on earth will perish. 18But I 

will establish my covenant with you, and you will enter the ark—you and your 

sons and your wife and your sons’ wives with you. 19You are to bring into the ark 
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two of all living creatures, male and female, to keep them alive with you. 20Two 

of every kind of bird, of every kind of animal and of every kind of creature that 

moves along the ground will come to you to be kept alive. 21You are to take every 

kind of food that is to be eaten and store it away as food for you and for them.” 

 22Noah did everything just as God commanded him. 

 11In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, on the seventeenth day of the second 

month—on that day all the springs of the great deep burst forth, and the 

floodgates of the heavens were opened. 12And rain fell on the earth forty days 

and forty nights. 

 13On that very day Noah and his sons, Shem, Ham and Japheth, together with 

his wife and the wives of his three sons, entered the ark. 14They had with them 

every wild animal according to its kind, all livestock according to their kinds, 

every creature that moves along the ground according to its kind and every bird 

according to its kind, everything with wings. 15Pairs of all creatures that have the 

breath of life in them came to Noah and entered the ark. 16The animals going in 

were male and female of every living thing, as God had commanded Noah. Then 

the LORD shut him in. 

 17For forty days the flood kept coming on the earth, and as the waters 

increased they lifted the ark high above the earth. 18The waters rose and 

increased greatly on the earth, and the ark floated on the surface of the water. 
19They rose greatly on the earth, and all the high mountains under the entire 

heavens were covered. 20The waters rose and covered the mountains to a depth 

of more than fifteen cubits. 21Every living thing that moved on land perished—

birds, livestock, wild animals, all the creatures that swarm over the earth, and all 

mankind. 22Everything on dry land that had the breath of life in its nostrils died. 
23Every living thing on the face of the earth was wiped out; people and animals 

and the creatures that move along the ground and the birds were wiped from the 

earth. Only Noah was left, and those with him in the ark. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Second Reading Romans 13:11–14 

 11And do this, understanding the present time: The hour has already come for 

you to wake up from your slumber, because our salvation is nearer now than 

when we first believed. 12The night is nearly over; the day is almost here. So let 

us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light. 13Let us behave 

decently, as in the daytime, not in carousing and drunkenness, not in sexual 

immorality and debauchery, not in dissension and jealousy. 14Rather, clothe 

yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how to gratify the 

desires of the flesh. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Revelation 22:20 

 

 
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
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Gospel Matthew 24:36–44 

 36“But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, 

nor the Son, but only the Father. 37As it was in the days of Noah, so it will be at 

the coming of the Son of Man. 38For in the days before the flood, people were 

eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah entered 

the ark; 39and they knew nothing about what would happen until the flood came 

and took them all away. That is how it will be at the coming of the Son of Man. 
40Two men will be in the field; one will be taken and the other left. 41Two women 

will be grinding with a hand mill; one will be taken and the other left. 

 42“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord will 

come. 43But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at what time 

of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and would not have let 

his house be broken into. 44So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man 

will come at an hour when you do not expect him. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 
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487 Lo! He Comes with Clouds Descending CW 487 
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Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–1788, alt. 
Tune: Thomas Olivers, 1725–1799 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
 

Sermon Matthew 24:36-44 

  

Theme:  “Keep Watch:  The Lord Will Come Unexpectedly”  
 

Rev. Robert Raasch 

Mount Olive Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Appleton, WI 

 
Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 
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    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe 

on which we live. You control all things through your Son, who sits at your right 

hand in glory. 

Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence. 

  

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our 

confusion and demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to strengthen both our 

confidence in your promises and our desire to live according to your will. 

Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace. 

  

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from 

scoffers who sneer at your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world from 

all forms of hate and persecution.    

Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy. 
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Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for future 

days. Help them distinguish between what is passing and what is eternal, 

between instant thrills and lasting joy. Encourage more young people to prepare 

for service in the public ministry of the gospel. 

Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.    

  

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain 

and all who are afflicted by disease or facing death. Pour out your compassion 

on the grieving, and comfort the mourners who miss someone they loved. 

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. 

Give us patience to accept your blessings in whatever way you send them. In 

your love and wisdom, prepare us for the day when you will take us to be with 

you forever. 

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

 

 

 

Offering and Attendance 
 

Our offering to the Lord our Savior God flows from hearts of joy and love. The offering is used to 
support the work of proclaiming the gospel message here and around the world. No one is 
obligated to join in the offering. To give an offering electronically, visit our website: www.abiding-
love.com/giving and click on “donate.”  
 
Attendance:  We ask our members, friends, and those visiting with us today to complete an 
attendance card located in the seat backs and place it in the offering plate. If your contact 
information has recently changed, please indicate this so we may update our records. 
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+ The Sacrament + 
 

Preface CW 199 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, whose way John the Baptist prepared when he called people to 

repentance and pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of 

the world. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 

your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 200 
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman 
Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made 

us the crown of your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you 

sent your Son to redeem us from sin. 

  

We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became 

flesh and made his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law 

to redeem those under law, that he humbled himself by becoming obedient to 

death on a cross, that he has destroyed death and has brought life and 

immortality to light through the gospel. 

  

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive 

our sins, increase our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing 

for the day when Christ will welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks 

and honor and glory be to you, O God our Father, and to your Son and to the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and 

eat; this is my  body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 

me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
 
 

(Those who may require extra time to come to the altar are invited to come forward during the 
singing of “Lamb of God.”) 
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Lamb of God CW 202 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman 
Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

 

 

 

Distribution 
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301 Savior of the Nations, Come CW 301 

 

 

 
 
Text: tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–1876, alt.; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546, abr.; Ambrose of Milan, 340–397, abr. 
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, Wittenberg, 1524, ed. Johann Walter 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
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O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent 

your Son to share our humanity. We thank you that through him you have 

given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament. We also pray that you will not 

forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we 

willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 
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306 Lift Up Your Heads, You Mighty Gates CW 306 

 

 

 
 
Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; Georg Weissel, 1590–1635 
Tune: Psalmodia Evangelica, London, 1789, ed. Thomas Williams 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Silent Prayer 

After the announcements, the Ushers will dismiss the rows from front to back. 

Acknowledgments 

Setting Three from Christian Worship 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 

1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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  LAST WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE: 

ATTENDANCE 11/20/22:  Bible Class:  21  

       8:00am:  46      10:30am:  61      Total:   107 

SERVING THIS WEEK: 
  
Ushers: 8:00 Bob & Kathy Kalsto; Mike & Sue Scott  
 10:30 Paul Baptista; Lisa Van Tasell 
 
Accompanist: Robert Lozen 

PowerPoint:   8:00 Jay & Stacy Devlin       Next: Pete Larson      

10:30 Aaron Rys        Next: Aaron Rys 

Livestream  10:30 Aaron Rys        Next: Aaron Rys 

Altar Guild:  8:00 Val Widup 

   10:30 Sheryl Pierson 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Tues. Nov. 29 8:00am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at House of  
          Omelets on Pine Island Road 

   6:30pm Women’s Evening Bible Study at the  
          home of Paula Bruns — Book of James 

Wed. Nov. 30 8:30am Preschool Chapel 

10:45am Ladies’ Bible Study 

Fri. Dec. 16  4:00pm Family Christmas Activities 
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Children’s Sunday School Returns! — TODAY at 9:15am 

This Sunday we will once again be offering Sunday School classes for children 

ages 3+.  Dan Rys and Katie Schlomer will be leading the class that will be 

meeting outside in the playground area.  The theme for the next four weeks will 

be “Advent” as we prepare our hearts for Christmas. 

Christmas Event for Preschool/VPK and Church Families 

Fri., December 16th – 4:00-7:30pm 

Plan to join us for a family friendly Christmas Event on Friday, December 16th 

beginning at 4:00pm.  There will be Christmas fun, food, and an outdoor movie. 

A few volunteers are needed, as well.  Please speak with Michael Wu 

(mwu@abiding-love.com) or Ben Mahnke (bmahnke@abiding-love.com) if you 

are interested in assisting with this fun program. 

TODAY’S ADULT BIBLE CLASS — 9:15am 

Join us today for Adult Bible Class in the Sanctuary at 9:15am.  Rod Busch will 

continue our Sunday morning Bible Study with a study called “Church and 

Churches.”    

VACANCY 

We are currently in a vacancy pastor situation and are utilizing guest pastors to 

lead our worship services.  We are following the WELS Call Process as we 

search for our new pastor.  Please keep our church, our called workers, and our 

church leaders in your prayers.  We will try to keep everyone informed as to our 

progress during this time of transition.  If you are not a member and would like to 

be included in our email communications, please indicate this on your attendance 

card. 

mailto:mwu@abiding-love.com
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WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP –Wed. at 10:45am 

The Women’s Morning Bible Study Group will meet again this Wednesday 

November 2nd, at 10:45am at church.  Currently we are studying the book,  

“Wherever Love May Lead” by Catherine Duerr.  All women are invited to attend.  

Please contact Sheryl Pierson if you have any questions—239-464-1740 or 

jspierson1945@gmail.com. 

EVENING WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP—Tues. at 6:30pm 

Paula Bruns hosts an evening Bible Study at her home every Tuesday evening 

at 6:30pm.  The group has just begun studying the book of James.  Please join 

us at 5695 Bolla Court in Fort Myers if you are interested.  If you would like to 

know more about the group, please contact Paula at 239-634-1008. 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST—Tuesdays at 8:00am 

The Men’s Fellowship Breakfast Group meets every Tuesday morning at 8:00am 

at the House of Omelets, located at 900 SW Pine Island Road #122 in Cape 

Coral.  We hope you can join us. 

The Circle's Annual Christmas Cookie Sale 

The elves will be busy packaging their homemade Christmas cookies on 

Saturday, December 10th at 10:00am.  Cookies will be available for sale to the 

congregation on Sunday, December 11th.  All proceeds will benefit the Early 

Childhood Ministry. Please sign up at the Welcome Center or call Nicky Shelton 

at 239-297-2325 if you would like to include your yummy Christmas cookies in the 

packages, and remember no peanuts, please! 
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POINSETTIAS 

If you are interested in donating a poinsettia plant for our Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day decorations in the church, please sign up on the sheet located on 
the bulletin board in the Narthex.  28 poinsettias are needed.  The cost is 
$8.00/plant.  You may pay by cash or check made payable to Abiding Love and 
placing your payment in the offering plate. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 CHRISTMAS WORSHIP 
  

December 24th—Candlelight Services at 4:00pm and 7:00pm  

December 25th—10:00am (no communion) 

ABOUT ABIDING LOVE: Abiding Love Lutheran Church is a 
congregation in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), with almost 
400,000 members in 49 states and missionaries in 23 nations. The WELS is committed 
to the Scriptures as the inspired, inerrant Word of God, and therefore the only guide for 
faith and life. If you would like to know more about us, or if you’re seeking Biblical 
counseling, give Staff Minister Ben Mahnke a call at 239-984-1441 or email him at: 
bmahnke@abiding-love.com. 

 

 

mailto:bmahnke@abiding-love.com
mailto:bmahnke@abiding-love.com

