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October 30, 2022-TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

OUR MISSION STATEMENT
“We, as a Christian congregation, are committed to reaching out with the true
Gospel of Jesus Christ, while living and growing ourselves in God’s Word.”

WELCOME!
Thank you for joining us in worship today. In our service we gather before Jesus
our Savior to offer him worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen
ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word.
• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary.
• The Elders request that we observe five minutes of quiet time in the sanctuary
prior to the start of each service. Please be seated and use this time to prepare
for worship and read the bulletin announcements.
• We love families! Your children are welcome in our service, including our
youngest children! Thanks for bringing them to hear about Jesus. If you would
like, there are children’s worship bags with lessons, crayons, and books in the
entryway of the church. An usher can assist you. We ask that you return these
to the basket after the service.
• Please silence your cell phones.
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SERIES THEME:
LORD, INCREASE OUR FAITH
We sometimes use the word faith very casually. “You got to have faith.” “Keep
the faith.” “Make a leap of faith.” As Jesus' journey to Jerusalem nears its
conclusion, he begins to talk about faith in ways that are anything but casual.
He says profound things about the power of faith: “If you have faith as small
as a mustard seed, you can say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and
planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you” (Luke 17:6). Or “Your faith has made
you well” (Luke 17:19). In thinking about his second coming, Christ wistfully
wonders, “When the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?”
Jesus’ words are serious and compelling. They force us to consider what true,
saving faith is. They make us ask if we have such faith. But most of all, Jesus’
words move us to run to our God and beg him for more of it. Lord, increase
our faith!

OUR WORSHIP SERVICE
The Service: Setting Two
(page 172 in the front of the hymnal)
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877 Reformation Song

CW 877 sts. 1–2, Ref, 3–4

Text: Bob Kauflin, b. 1955; Tim Chester, b. 1967
Tune: Bob Kauflin, b. 1955; Tim Chester, b. 1967
Text and tune: © 2017 Sovereign Grace Praise, admin. IntegratedRights.com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601
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Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the
Amen.

Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Confession
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.
Silence for meditation and reflection

Absolution
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son,
Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole
world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy

CW 174

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Tune: Marty Haugen
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601
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Glory to God in the Highest

CW 176
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Tune: Marty Haugen
Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601

+The Word+
Salutation
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
Lord God, forgive the wrongdoing of your people, and be gentle with us in our
weakness. Deliver us from the bondage of our sin, and direct us to the path of
righteousness; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Children's Sermon
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First Reading

(Sermon text)

Micah 7:18–20

18Who

is a God like you,
who pardons sin and forgives the transgression
of the remnant of his inheritance?
You do not stay angry forever
but delight to show mercy.
19You will again have compassion on us;
you will tread our sins underfoot
and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea.
20You will be faithful to Jacob,
and show love to Abraham,
as you pledged on oath to our ancestors
in days long ago.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading

Romans 5:6–11

6You

see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for
the ungodly. 7Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a
good person someone might possibly dare to die. 8But God demonstrates his
own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
9Since

we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be
saved from God’s wrath through him! 10For if, while we were God’s enemies, we
were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having
been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life! 11Not only is this so, but we
also boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now
received reconciliation.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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63A In the Morning I Will Sing

Psalm 63A
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Tune: Marty Haugen
Text: © 1963, 1986, 1993 The Grail, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601
Tune: © 1995 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601
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Stand

Gospel Acclamation

Luke 19:9,10

Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601

Gospel

Luke 19:1–10

1Jesus

entered Jericho and was passing through. 2A man was there by the
name of Zacchaeus; he was a chief tax collector and was wealthy. 3He wanted
to see who Jesus was, but because he was short he could not see over the
crowd. 4So he ran ahead and climbed a sycamore-fig tree to see him, since
Jesus was coming that way.
5When

Jesus reached the spot, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus,
come down immediately. I must stay at your house today.” 6So he came down
at once and welcomed him gladly.
the people saw this and began to mutter, “He has gone to be the guest of
a sinner.”
7All

14
8But

Zacchaeus stood up and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord! Here and now I
give half of my possessions to the poor, and if I have cheated anybody out of
anything, I will pay back four times the amount.”
9Jesus

said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because this
man, too, is a son of Abraham. 10For the Son of Man came to seek and to save
the lost.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated

562 Jesus Paid It All

Text: Elvina M. Hall, 1820–1889
Tune: John T. Grape, 1835–1915
Text and tune: Public domain

CW 562
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Sermon

Micah 7:18-20
Rev. David Wenzel
Mount Olive Evangelical Lutheran Church
Appleton, WI

Theme: “Rejoice in God’s Promise of Forgiveness”
I. His promise is unfathomable
II. His promise is unconditional.
III. His promise is unbreakable.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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Prayer of the Church

Offering
Our offering to the Lord our Savior God flows from hearts of joy and love. The offering is used
to support the work of proclaiming the gospel message here and around the world. No one is
obligated to join in the offering. To give an offering electronically, visit our website:
www.abiding-love.com/giving and click on “donate.” We ask our members, friends, and those
visiting with us today to complete an attendance card located in the seat backs and place it in
the offering plate. If your contact information has recently changed, please indicate this so we
may update our records.

862 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word

Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; Martin Luther, 1483–1546
Tune: Geistliche Lieder zu Wittemberg, Wittenberg, 1543, ed. Joseph Klug
Text and tune: Public domain

CW 862
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Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.
Amen.
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863 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God

CW 863

Hymn continues on next page.
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Text: tr. composite; Martin Luther, 1483–1546
Tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546
Text and tune: Public domain

Silent Prayer
The Ushers will dismiss the rows from front to back.

Acknowledgments
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version ®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by
Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.
Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House.
Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.
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LAST WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE:
ATTENDANCE 10/23:

Bible Class: 19
10:00am: 80

SERVING THIS WEEK:
Ushers:

8:00
10:30

Debbie Messner; Keith Glaunert & Lynne LeCount;
Dennis Handerhan
Edson & Joette Meyers; Dave Quasny; Lois Crusan;
Paula Bruns

November Ushers: 8:00
10:30

Bob & Kathy Kalsto; Mike & Sue Scott
Paul Baptista; Lisa Van Tasell

Accompanist:

Robert Lozen

PowerPoint:

8:00 Stacey Devlin

LiveStream

10:30

Aaron Rys

10:30

Aaron Rys

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS
TODAY

1:00pm

“Praise-A-Que” and Call Meeting

Tues. Nov. 1

8:00am

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at House of
Omelets on Pine Island Road
Women’s Evening Bible Study at the
home of Paula Bruns — 1st & 2nd Peter

6:30pm
Wed. Nov. 2
Sun. Nov. 13

10:00am

Ladies’ Bible Study

11:00am

The Circle Meeting

11:45am

Voters’ Meeting—Approval of Budget &
Election of Officers
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VACANCY
We are currently in a vacancy pastor situation and are utilizing guest pastors to
lead our worship services. We are following the WELS Call Process as we
search for our new pastor. Please keep our church, our called workers, and our
church leaders in your prayers. We will try to keep everyone informed as to our
progress during this time of transition. If you are not a member and would like to
be included in our email communications, please indicate this on your attendance
card.

TODAY’S ADULT BIBLE CLASS — 9:00am
Join us today for Adult Bible Class in the Sanctuary at 9:00am. Rod Busch will
continue our study of the Misunderstood Words of the Bible. Today we will
focus on the words: “mind,” “fool,” and “foolishness.”

VOTERS’ MEETING
Sunday, November 13th at 11:45am
Our next Voters’ Meeting will be held on Sunday, November 13th at 11:45am
following the 10:30am worship service. We will be approving the annual budget
for 2023 and electing church council members. All voting members are asked to
attend. Everyone is welcome and all voices will be heard.
Below is the list of open Council positions and the nominations to date. The
Council Secretary position still needs a nominee. Please speak with Bob Kalsto
today if you would like to nominate someone for this position.
2023 Council Positions
Vice President – Michael Wu
Treasurer – Rich Karnuth
Secretary – Open for nominations
Preschool Board Chair – Michael Wu
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CALL MEETING & “PRAISE-A-QUE” TODAY at 1:00pm
“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a
harvest if we do not give up.” Galatians 6:9
We are in the process of calling our next Pastor of Abiding Love Lutheran Church
and we are very excited as God leads us along this path.
• As

a reminder, our next Call Meeting and “Praise-A-Que” will be held TODAY
beginning at 1:00pm. We will be serving hot dogs and hamburgers hot off the
grill. If you are able to bring a side dish, salad or dessert to share it will be most
appreciated. As part of this celebration, we will hold our Call meeting.

• As

we continue to move through the Call process, please feel free to reach out to
church council members with any questions or concerns.
Kevin Beichler, President

president@abiding-love.com

Michael Wu, Vice President

mwu@abiding-love.com

Rich Karnuth, Treasurer

treasurer@abiding-love.com

Rod Busch, Secretary

rodneybusch3@gmail.com

Merl Widup, Property & Grounds

grounds@abiding-love.com

Bob Kalsto, Head Elder

rjkalsto@centurylink.net
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WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP
The Women’s Morning Bible Study Group will meet again this Wednesday
November 2nd, at 10:00am at church. Currently we are studying the book,
“Wherever Love May Lead” by Catherine Duerr. All women are invited to attend.
Please contact Sheryl Pierson if you have any questions—239-464-1740 or
jspierson1945@gmail.com.

EVENING WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY GROUP—Tues. at 6:30pm
Paula Bruns hosts an evening Bible Study at her home every Tuesday evening
at 6:30pm. The group has just begun studying the books of 1st and 2nd Peter.
Please join us at 5695 Bolla Court in Fort Myers if you are interested. If you would
like to know more about the group, please contact Paula at 239-634-1008.

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST—Tuesdays at 8:00am
The Men’s Fellowship Breakfast Group meets every Tuesday morning at 8:00am
at the House of Omelets, located at 900 SW Pine Island Road #122 in Cape
Coral. We hope you can join us.

ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT — Event Cancelled
To fully devote as much of Abiding Love’s resources to Hurricane Ian recovery
efforts, we have decided to cancel this year’s Advent By Candlelight event. The
uncertainty of the Sanctuary availability based on the recovery projects in the
church building make it impossible to plan this event appropriately. We appreciate
your understanding and are looking forward to next year’s event.
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POSITIONS AVAILABLE—PRESCHOOL
We are hoping to have the damages in our Preschool building repaired quickly.
The school has re-opened and both the VPK and Preschool classes are
temporarily meeting in our Church Sanctuary.
We are trying to fill the following open positions:
• Volunteers

/ teachers’ aides (10 hrs./month)

• Qualified

Full-Time Teacher

• Qualified

Substitute Teacher

• Administrative

Assistant

If you love children and would like to work in our Preschool, please reach out
to Michael Wu (mwu@abiding-love.com) or the church office (info@abidinglove.com).
All volunteers who work 10 hours or more per month must be fingerprinted and
pass a criminal background check prior to employment.

:

ABOUT ABIDING LOVE Abiding Love Lutheran Church is a
congregation in the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), with almost
400,000 members in 49 states and missionaries in 23 nations. The WELS is committed
to the Scriptures as the inspired, inerrant Word of God, and therefore the only guide for
faith and life. If you would like to know more about us, or if you’re seeking Biblical
counseling, give Staff Minister Ben Mahnke a call at 239-984-1441 or email him at:
bmahnke@abiding-love.com.

