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July 17, 2022 SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“We, as a Christian congregation, are committed to reaching out with the true 

Gospel of Jesus Christ, while living and growing ourselves in God’s Word.” 

WELCOME! 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. In our service we gather before Jesus 

our Savior to offer him worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 

ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word. 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 

• The Elders request that we observe five minutes of quiet time in the sanctuary 

prior to the start of each service.  Please be seated and use this time to 

prepare for worship and read through the bulletin announcements. 

• We love families! Your children are welcome in our service. Thanks for bringing 

them to hear about Jesus. If you would like, there are children’s worship bags 

with lessons, crayons, and books in the back of the church.  An usher can 

assist you.  We ask that you return these to the basket after the service. 

• If you desire, there is a nursery space set up in the Fellowship Hall where 

parents may supervise young children when necessary.  The service may be 

heard from this room. 

• Please silence your cell phones. 
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Series Theme:  Focused 

A unique feature of Luke’s Gospel is the section in the middle often called “the travel narrative.” This 

lengthy section began in chapter 9 when Luke told us that Jesus “resolutely set out for Jerusalem” 

(v51). While there are many events and side trips that occur during this travel narrative, Luke regularly 

stresses that nothing is going to dissuade Jesus from going to Jerusalem where he will fulfill his life’s 

mission. Jesus was very focused.  

Jesus’ mission and the purpose of this journey was not to gain an earthly crown. Throughout this travel 

narrative, Jesus makes clear that this world was not his real home. He teaches that this world is not 

our real home either. Jesus is focused on heaven. His mission is to get us there by going to Jerusalem 

and making the ultimate sacrifice to pay for our sin. Nothing would stop him. “He set his face like flint,” 

Isaiah tells us (50:7). Jesus was focused.  

As we watch the focused actions of our Savior... as we focus carefully on his words... something 

wonderful happens. Jesus gives focus to our lives. We finally see things clearly: how to love our 

neighbor, the true purpose of worship, the blessing of prayer, what is treasure (and what is not). In 

this series, as Christ speaks to us through his Word, may he make us properly focused. 

Theme of the Day: 
Focused Worship Seeks Service From Jesus More Than Service  

For Jesus 

We call worship a "service.” Which raises the question: who is serving whom? In answering that 

question, it is easy to focus on what we do in worship. “I set aside time in my week to come to church. 

I am singing praise to God. I brought him an offering. Clearly, I am serving him.” True enough. 

However, as God speaks this week, he clarifies our focus, letting us see that worship is primarily about 

him serving us. Through Word and sacrament, he delivers every spiritual gift he wants us to receive. 

Our service to God is good. His service for us is perfect. Our service to God is important. His service 

for us is essential. God loves our service to him. But we desperately need his service for us. Receiving 

his service is actually the highest form of worship. “God wants to be worshipped through faith so that 

we receive from him those things he promises and offers” (Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Article 

IV). 

OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

The Service:  Setting Two 

(page 172 in the front of the hymnal) 
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600 All Praise to Him CW 600 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: adapted by Bob Kauflin, b. 1955; adapted by Matt Merker, b. 1984; Horatius Bonar, 1808–1889, alt. 
Tune: Bob Kauflin, b. 1955; Matt Merker, b. 1984 
Text and tune: © 2017 Sovereign Grace Praise, admin. IntegratedRights.com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
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Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Absolution 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 

Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 

world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 174 
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Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

 

 

Glory to God in the Highest CW 176 
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Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

 

+The Word+ 
 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your Word. By your 

Holy Spirit, help us to receive it with joy and bring forth fruits in faith, hope, and 

love; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Children's Sermon 
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First Reading Genesis 18:1–14 

 1The LORD appeared to Abraham near the great trees of Mamre while he was 

sitting at the entrance to his tent in the heat of the day. 2Abraham looked up and 

saw three men standing nearby. When he saw them, he hurried from the 

entrance of his tent to meet them and bowed low to the ground. 

 3He said, “If I have found favor in your eyes, my lord, do not pass your servant 

by. 4Let a little water be brought, and then you may all wash your feet and rest 

under this tree. 5Let me get you something to eat, so you can be refreshed and 

then go on your way—now that you have come to your servant.” 

 “Very well,” they answered, “do as you say.” 

 6So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah. “Quick,” he said, “get three seahs 

of the finest flour and knead it and bake some bread.” 

 7Then he ran to the herd and selected a choice, tender calf and gave it to a 

servant, who hurried to prepare it. 8He then brought some curds and milk and 

the calf that had been prepared, and set these before them. While they ate, he 

stood near them under a tree. 

 9“Where is your wife Sarah?” they asked him. 

 “There, in the tent,” he said. 

 10Then one of them said, “I will surely return to you about this time next year, 

and Sarah your wife will have a son.” 

 Now Sarah was listening at the entrance to the tent, which was behind him. 
11Abraham and Sarah were already very old, and Sarah was past the age of 

childbearing. 12So Sarah laughed to herself as she thought, “After I am worn out 

and my lord is old, will I now have this pleasure?” 

 13Then the LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah laugh and say, ‘Will I really 

have a child, now that I am old?’ 14Is anything too hard for the LORD? I will return 

to you at the appointed time next year, and Sarah will have a son.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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834 Still, My Soul, Be Still CW 834 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Keith Getty, b. 1974; 
Tune: Stuart Townend; arr. Ruth N. Coleman, b. 1953; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Keith Getty, b. 1974; 
Text and tune: © 2009 Thankyou Music, admin. CapitolCMGPublishing,com. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
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Second Reading Colossians 1:1–14 

 1Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, 

 2To God’s holy people in Colossae, the faithful brothers and sisters in Christ: 

 Grace and peace to you from God our Father. 

 3We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for 

you, 4because we have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you 

have for all God’s people— 5the faith and love that spring from the hope stored 

up for you in heaven and about which you have already heard in the true 

message of the gospel 6that has come to you. In the same way, the gospel is 

bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world—just as it has been doing 

among you since the day you heard it and truly understood God’s grace. 7You 

learned it from Epaphras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minister of 

Christ on our behalf, 8and who also told us of your love in the Spirit. 

 9For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped 

praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will 

through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, 10so that you may 

live a life worthy of the Lord and please him in every way: bearing fruit in every 

good work, growing in the knowledge of God, 11being strengthened with all 

power according to his glorious might so that you may have great endurance 

and patience, 12and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has qualified you to 

share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. 13For he has 

rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of 

the Son he loves, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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913 Come Away from Rush and Hurry CW 913 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Marva J. Dawn, b. 1948 
Tune: Natalie Sleeth, 1930–1992 
Text: © 1999 Marva J. Dawn. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
Tune: © 1986 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 



14 

 

Sermon Luke 10:38-42 
 Rev. Daniel Wagenknecht 

Theme:  “Focus on the One Thing Needed…God’s Word” 

 38As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a 

woman named Martha opened her home to him. 39She had a sister called Mary, 

who sat at the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. 40But Martha was distracted 

by all the preparations that had to be made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, 

don’t you care that my sister has left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to 

help me!” 

 41“Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about 

many things, 42but few things are needed—or indeed only one. Mary has chosen 

what is better, and it will not be taken away from her.” 

 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

 

Offering & Attendance 

 

  

Our offering to the Lord our Savior God flows from hearts of joy and love. The offering is used to 
support the work of proclaiming the gospel message here and around the world. No one is 
obligated to join in the offering.  

To give an offering electronically, visit our website: www.abiding-love.com/giving and click on 
“donate.”  

Attendance:  We ask our members, friends, and those visiting with us today to complete an 
attendance card located in the seat backs and place it in the offering plate. If your contact 
information has recently changed, please indicate this so we may update our records. 

Altar Flowers                                                                 

Today’s altar flowers are donated by Steve and Paula Bruns in honor of their 

31st wedding anniversary.  
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579 His Mercy Is More CW 579 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Text: Matt Papa, b. 1983; Matt Boswell, b. 1979 
Tune: Matt Papa, b. 1983; Matt Boswell, b. 1979 
Text and tune: © 2016 Getty Music Songs, Messenger Hymns, and Love Your Enemies Publishing, admin. 
MusicServices.org. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
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Prayer 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 
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925 On What Has Now Been Sown CW 925 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Text: John Newton, 1725–1807, adapt., alt. 
Tune: John Darwall, 1731–1789 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Silent Prayer 

The Ushers will dismiss the rows from front to back. 

Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 

1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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LAST WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE: 

ATTENDANCE 7/10:    8:00am:  34      10:30am:  48     Total:   82 

 

 THIS WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE:  
 
USHERS: 8:00am Scott & Sheryl Ala; Bob Kalsto 

 10:30am Lois Crusan; Shannon Kolakowski; Sheryl Pierson 
 

 

ACCOMPANIST:  Robbie Lozen 
 

POWER POINT: 8:00am  Jay & Stacey Devlin  Next: Pete Larson  

 10:30am Wendy Beichler Next:    Britta Wilsch      
 
LIVESTREAM: 10:30am Aaron Rys   Next:    Volker Wilsch 
 
  

NURSERY: Shannon Kolakowski 
 
FELLOWSHIP:   
 
ALTAR GUILD: 8:00am Stacey Devlin 10:30am Lois Crusan 
7/10 & 7/24 
 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
  

Mon.-Fri., July 18-22  SUMMER CAMP 

Tues., July 19   8:00am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at House of Omelets on 
Pine Island Road 

   5:30pm Church Council 

   6:30pm Women’s Evening Bible Study at the home of   
  Paula Bruns—Book of Romans 

Wed., July 20   10:45am Women’s Bible Study 

Sept. 25-29   Camp South 
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WELCOME GUEST PASTOR DANIEL WAGENKNECHT 

We give thanks and a warm welcome to Pastor Daniel Wagenknecht who is 

serving as our guest pastor this morning.  Pastor Wagenknecht is the planned 

giving counselor at the WELS Synod. The WELS Ministry of Christian Giving 

serves WELS congregations and members by providing resources and 

confidential counsel to help them make gifts to WELS missions and 

ministries, congregations, and WELS affiliated ministries.  

 

GUEST PASTORS IN JULY 

Below is the schedule of guest pastors for the remainder of July.  We are 
honored to welcome them. 

July 17th – Pastor Daniel Wagenknecht 

July 24th – Pastor Daniel Wagenknecht 

July 31st – Pastor Herb Huhnerkoch  

 

NAME TAGS 

Would you have use for an “Abiding Love” name tag?  Name tags have been 

used by some of our members when they have been representing our 

congregation in various ways – ushering, visiting members in a hospital or 

nursing home.  They could be used at our fall festival or other outreach 

events to mark you as someone who could be asked questions.  A member 

could even wear their name tag on Sundays to help others feel more 

comfortable in approaching them. 

 

Because we are starting up our Member Care Ministry, we plan to order name 

tags for all those interested in serving in this way.  But more of you may desire 

your own tag.  If so, please make the office aware so that we can make sure 

your name is added to the order.  The order will be placed soon.  So please 

respond quickly. 
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WOMEN’S EVENING BIBLE STUDY – Tuesdays at 6:30pm 

Paula Bruns hosts an evening Bible Study at her home every Tuesday evening at 

6:30pm.  The group has just begun studying the Book of Romans.  Please join us at 

5695 Bolla Court in Fort Myers if you are interested.  If you would like to know more 

about the group, please contact Paula at 239-634-1008. 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST – Tuesdays at 8:00am 

The Men’s Fellowship Breakfast Group meets every Tuesday morning at 8:00am at the 

House of Omelets, located at 900 SW Pine Island Rd #122 in Cape Coral.  We hope you 

can join us. 

WOMEN’S MORNING BIBLE STUDY GROUP – Weds. at 10:45am 

The Women’s Morning Bible Study Group meets every Wednesday at 10:45am at 

church. Currently we are studying the book “Wherever Love May Lead” by Catherine 

Duerr.  All women are invited to attend.  Please contact Sheryl Pierson if you have any 

questions.  239-464-1740 or jspierson1945@gmail.com 
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MEMBER CARE TEAM NEWS 

The Member Care Team meeting that was planned for today has been 

postponed until further notice.  Staff Minister Ben Mahnke will reach out to 

the team with the new meeting date.  Please watch your email for the update!  
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Call Process Update 

“Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if 

we do not give up.”  Galatians 6:9 
 

We have begun the process to call the next Pastor of Abiding Love and we are very excited 

as God leads us along this path. 

• As a reminder the initial Call Meeting will be held next Sunday, July 24th with an 

approximate start time of 11:45am.  The Hospitality Group will be providing 

lunch.  We will meet for 30-45 minutes to review the candidates.  Then break for 

lunch.  After lunch we will resume our discussion on the candidates.  Once we are 

ready, we will call for a vote. 

• Council Members will be available after each worship service on Sundays and also 

during our normal Bible class hour on Sunday, July 17th for any inquiries you may 

have.  We welcome and look forward to your input. 

• Members of the Women’s Morning Bible Study Group met with the Vice President 

on Wednesday this week to ask questions and share insight on the process. 

• Members of the Men’s Fellowship Group met with the Vice President on Thursday 

this week to share their input and ask questions about the process. 

• A second group of women of the church met with the Vice President on Thursday 

evening to share their insight and ask the questions they had about the process. 

 

Please be sure to check your email often for updates as we are led along this path by our 

Lord and Savior.  If you have not been receiving emails from the Church, please check your 

“junk” or “spam” folder and make sure to mark Abiding Love as a trusted email address in 

your email server.   

        

Kevin Beichler, Vice President  kbeich4760@gmail.com 

      Rich Karnuth, Treasurer   Treasurer@abiding-love.com       

      Rod Busch, Secretary            rodneybusch3@gmail.com       

   Bob Kalsto, Head Elder     rjkalsto@centurylink.net 

 

mailto:kbeich4760@gmail.com
mailto:rodneybusch3@gmail.com
mailto:rjkalsto@centurylink.net
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SUNDAYS IN SUMMER 
As we enter the summertime in southwest Florida, Abiding Love will have a little 
different Sunday morning schedule.  Here is what to look for: 

• Worship:  Worship will be at the same time, 8am and 10:30am.   

• 9:00am -- Food & Fellowship Time:  Having time to build friendships is 
important.  We will have an e-x-t-e-n-d-e-d time from 9:00am until 9:25am 
for people from both services to come and visit.  This is at a little cooler hour, 
and it falls right before we start Bible study, and our summer youth classes. 

• 9:30am -- Pray, Praise and Give Thanks Youth Time:  We will take a break 
from our regular Sunday School and have a special summer program for 
children where they will grow to better understand prayer and specifically 
the Lord's Prayer.  We have a special set of youth leaders just for the 
summer.  This will run 40 minutes, from 9:30-10:10. 

• 9:30am – Teen Bible Study:  Staff Minister Mahnke will lead the teens in a 
4-week teen Bible study called “Focused Living in Christ.” It refuels teens 
with God’s Word so they can remember who they are in Christ and relax 
and rejoice in Him.  The study will run 40 minutes, from 9:30-10:10am. 

• 9:30am -- Call Process Update:  The Church Council members will be 
available between the services to address any questions or concerns that 
our members may have about the call process in the search for our new 
pastor.  Please feel free to join the Council at this time.   

 

                
ABOUT ABIDING LOVE: Abiding Love Lutheran Church is a congregation in the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), with almost 400,000 members in 49 
states and missionaries in 23 nations. The WELS is committed to the Scriptures as the 
inspired, inerrant Word of God, and therefore the only guide for faith and life. If you would 
like to know more about us, or if you’re seeking Biblical counseling, give Staff Minister 
Ben Mahnke a call at 239-984-1441 or email him at bmahnke@abiding-love.com.  


