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June 5, 2022

DAY OF PENTECOST
OUR MISSION STATEMENT

“We, as a Christian congregation, are committed to reaching out with the true
Gospel of Jesus Christ, while living and growing ourselves in God’s Word.”

WELCOME!
Thank you for joining us in worship today. In our service we gather before Jesus
our Savior to offer him worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen
ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word.
• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary.
• The Elders request that we observe five minutes of quiet time in the sanctuary
prior to the start of each service. Please be seated and use this time to
prepare for worship and read through the bulletin announcements.
• We love families! Your children are welcome in our service. Thanks for bringing
them to hear about Jesus. If you would like, there are children’s worship bags
with lessons, crayons, and books in the back of the church. An usher can
assist you. We ask that you return these to the basket after the service.
• If you desire, there is a nursery space set up in the Fellowship Hall where
parents may supervise young children when necessary. The service may be
heard from this room.
• Please silence your cell phones.
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Series Theme: Victorious
To the world he seemed like a defeated man: opposed and killed by his enemies, his followers
scattered in fear. Yet three days after Jesus' death he rose victorious from the dead. Nothing
would ever be the same. The rest of eternity is now a victory march for the risen Christ. During
Easter, we should not think of ourselves as passive observers in Christ's victory. We are more
than fans cheering for our favorite athlete! Rather, we are active participants in Christ's triumph.
Just as his death was our death, so also his life is our life. Buried with Christ in baptism, our
life is now hidden with him on high. The victory is ours, now and forever. Easter is more than
a day. It is an entire joyful season. The six solemn weeks of Lent are eclipsed by seven weeks
of unbridled joy. These seven weeks correspond to the period of fifty days on the Jewish
calendar between Passover and Pentecost. The Church reserves its highest praise for the
Easter season. We do not merely watch from the sidelines as Christ marches in victory over
sin, death, Satan, and hell. We join in the festal procession!

Theme of the Day:
The Spirit Marches Victorious Through the Word
Jesus ascended into heaven. That does not mean the gospel has ceased to march victorious
around the world! Jesus promised to send another advocate to represent God to the world: the
Holy Spirit. The Spirit is the constant companion of believers in these Last Days. This raises
an important question. If God now reveals himself by his Spirit, where is the Holy Spirit found?
God has not left the answer to that question in doubt. When Jesus promised to send the Spirit,
he indicated that his work would be connected to words, specifically God's Word. As a result,
we need never wonder where we can find the Spirit. He marches victorious through the Word.

OUR WORSHIP SERVICE
The Service: Setting Two
(page 172 in the front of the hymnal)
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633 Speak, O Lord

Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974
Tune: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Keith Getty, b. 1974
Text and tune: © 2006 Thankyou Music, admin. Capitol CMG Publishing. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601

CW 633
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Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the
Amen.

Son and of the Holy Spirit.

+Holy Baptism+
Confession
Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded Baptism when he said, “All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore, go and make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
All of us are born into this world with a deep need for Baptism. From our parents
we inherit a sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith in God
and are condemned to eternal death. But while we were still sinners, Christ died
for us. He took away our sin by giving his life on the cross. In Baptism, he clothes
us with the robe of his righteousness and gives us a new life. We recall what
Baptism means for our daily lives:
Baptism means that the sinful nature in us
should be drowned by daily sorrow and repentance,
and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death.
It also means that a new person should daily arise
to live before God in righteousness and purity forever.
As baptized children of God, we confess our sins:
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
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But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.
Silence for meditation and reflection

God saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit and
united us to the death and resurrection of Jesus. Every day God forgives your
sins, removes your guilt, and strengthens you to defeat Satan’s power. His
promise is for you and your children, and he will never forsake you. Your sins
are forgiven. You are clothed with Christ. You are at peace with God now and
forever.
Amen.
(8:00am service continues on p. 8)

*Brielle Marie Rosso*
The Gospel according to St. Mark:
People were bringing little children to Jesus for him to place his hands on
them, but the disciples rebuked them. When Jesus saw this, he was indignant.
He said to them, “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for
the kingdom of God belongs to such as these. Truly I tell you, anyone who will
not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it.” And he took
the children in his arms, placed his hands on them and blessed them.
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(Baptism)

The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has given you the new
birth of water and the Spirit and has forgiven all your sins. May he strengthen
you with his grace all the days of your life. Peace be with you.
Let us pray.
We give thanks, most merciful Father, that you have received Brielle as your
own child and made her a member of Christ’s body, the church. Now, we pray,
grant to her and to all your church on earth that, being dead to sin, we may live
to righteousness and, being buried with Christ into his death, we may also
share in his resurrection, so that, with all your saints, we may inherit eternal
life, through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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647 Word and Water, Filled with Promise

Text: Michael D. Schultz, b. 1963
Tune: Welsh
Text: © 2021 Michael D. Schultz, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601
Tune: Public domain

CW 647
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+The Word+
Salutation
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
Holy Spirit, God and Lord, come to us this joyful day with your sevenfold gift of
grace. Rekindle in our hearts the holy fire of your love that in a true and living
faith we may tell abroad the glory of our Savior, Jesus Christ, who lives and
reigns with you and the Father, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Children's Sermon
First Lesson
16This

is what the LORD says—
he who made a way through the sea,
a path through the mighty waters,
17who drew out the chariots and horses,
the army and reinforcements together,
and they lay there, never to rise again,
extinguished, snuffed out like a wick:
18“Forget the former things;
do not dwell on the past.
19See, I am doing a new thing!
Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
I am making a way in the wilderness
and streams in the wasteland.

Isaiah 43:16-21
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20The

wild animals honor me,
the jackals and the owls,
because I provide water in the wilderness
and streams in the wasteland,
to give drink to my people, my chosen,
21the people I formed for myself
that they may proclaim my praise.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Lesson

Acts 2:1–21

1When

the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.
a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled
the whole house where they were sitting. 3They saw what seemed to be tongues
of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4All of them were filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled
them.
2Suddenly

5Now

there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation
under heaven. 6When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in
bewilderment, because each one heard their own language being spoken.
7Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking Galileans?
8Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? 9Parthians,
Medes and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus
and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene;
visitors from Rome 11(both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—
we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 12Amazed and
perplexed, they asked one another, “What does this mean?”
13Some,
14Then

however, made fun of them and said, “They have had too much wine.”

Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the

crowd:
“Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you;
listen carefully to what I say. 15These people are not drunk, as you suppose. It’s
only nine in the morning! 16No, this is what was spoken by the prophet Joel:

11
17“

‘In the last days, God says,
I will pour out my Spirit on all people.
Your sons and daughters will prophesy,
your young men will see visions,
your old men will dream dreams.
18Even on my servants, both men and women,
I will pour out my Spirit in those days,
and they will prophesy.
19I will show wonders in the heavens above
and signs on the earth below,
blood and fire and billows of smoke.
20The sun will be turned to darkness
and the moon to blood
before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.
21And everyone who calls
on the name of the Lord will be saved.’
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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590 O Holy Spirit, Enter In

CW 590

Text: Michael Schirmer, 1606–1673, abr., adapt.; (sts. 1, 3): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; (st. 2): tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain
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Sermon

John 14:23–27

Theme: “Word-Order Matters”
I. God Gives Us His Word
II. To Order Our Lives and Give Us Peace
23Jesus

replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will
love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24Anyone
who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not
my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.
25“All

this I have spoken while still with you. 26But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind
you of everything I have said to you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled
and do not be afraid.

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Offering
Our offering to the Lord our Savior God flows from hearts of joy and love. The offering is used to
support the work of proclaiming the gospel message here and around the world. No one is obligated
to join in the offering.
To give an offering electronically, visit our website: www.abiding-love.com/giving and click on
“donate.”
We ask our members, friends, and those visiting with us today to complete an attendance card
located in the seat backs and place it in the offering plate. If your contact information has recently
changed, please indicate this so we may update our records.
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636 Faith and Truth and Life Bestowing

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926
Tune: Welsh
Text: © 1997 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601
Tune: Public domain

CW 636
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Prayer
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and
give you peace.
Amen.
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641 Lord Jesus Christ, with Us Abide

CW 641 sts. 1–5

Text: tr. composite; (st. 1): German version, Geistliche Psalmen, Nuremberg, 1611; (st. 1): Philipp Melanchthon, 1497–1560; (sts. 2–5): Nicolaus
Selnecker, 1532–1592
Tune: Geistliche Lieder D. Martini Lutheri, Leipzig, 1589
Text and tune: Public domain

Silent Prayer
The Ushers will dismiss the rows from front to back.
Acknowledgments
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version ®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by
Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide.
Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House.
Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.
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LAST WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE:
ATTENDANCE

Bible Class: 15

Sunday:

8:00am: 46

Sunday School: 20

10:30am: 68

7:00pm: 3 Total: 117

THIS WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE:
USHERS for JUNE: 8:00am

Mark & Teri Schulz; Kevin & Wendy Beichler

10:30am Rod & Jan Busch; Vonnie Lehnhardt; Paula Bruns
ACCOMPANIST:

Robert Lozen

POWER POINT:

8:00am

Jay & Stacey Devlin

Next:

Pete Larson

10:30am Britta Wilsch

Next:

Finia Wilsch

LIVESTREAM:

10:30am Volker Wilsch

Next:

Volker Wilsch

NURSERY:

Chris Karnuth

ALTAR GUILD:

8:00am

Teri Schulz

10:30am Lois Crusan

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Mon., June 6
Tues., June 7

Wed., June 8
Thurs., June 9

NO PRESCHOOL June 6-June 10
7:00pm

Evening Worship

8:00am

Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at Gregory’s Fusion
Restaurant (1242 SW Pine Island Road)

5:30pm
6:30pm

Preschool Board Meeting
Women’s Evening Bible Study at the home of
Paula Bruns—Book of Romans
No Women’s Bible Study Today
No Online Bible Class Today
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ADULT BIBLE STUDY
Sundays, June 5th – 19th
At 9:30am
Led by Pastor Gensmer

Marriage and Gender: God’s Plan,
Our Witness
Overview: Our Creator designed marriage as a blessing for a man and a woman. We live
in a society that instead often looks upon marriage as a human construct to be shaped and
fashioned according to our own desires.
The result is a need for God’s Church to carry out its role in giving clear witness to truth in
a way that glorifies God’s name among us, to the world, and for generations to come.
Before considering how we can best give this clear witness, we begin by returning to the
truth of Scripture to understand what God does and does not say regarding marriage and
genders.

UPCOMING ADULT BIBLE STUDY
June 26 - July 3

“Called to Serve”
Our Savior has called some into the public ministry. Our own congregation has called three
different people to serve in a variety ways: pastor, teacher, staff minister.
What does God’s Word teach us about the divine call? What part of this process is of God,
and what of man? And what is the process of extending a call in our church body?
Our Synod’s Council of Presidents has prepared a study to help answer these and other
questions so that each of our members can better understand the doctrine and practice of
the divine call.
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WOMEN’S EVENING BIBLE STUDY – Tuesdays at 6:30pm
Paula Bruns hosts an evening Bible Study at her home every Tuesday evening at
6:30pm. The group has just begun studying the Book of Romans. Please join us at
5695 Bolla Court in Fort Myers if you are interested. If you would like to know more
about the group, please contact Paula at 239-634-1008.

MEN’S BREAKFAST & BIBLE STUDY – Tuesdays at 8:00am
The Men’s Breakfast Group will be meeting at Gregory’s Fusion Restaurant, located
at 1242 SW Pine Island Road at 8:00am this Tuesday morning.

WOMEN’S MORNING BIBLE STUDY GROUP – Weds. at 10:45am
The Women’s Morning Bible Study Group meets every Wednesday at 10:45am at
church. Currently we are studying the book “Wherever Love May Lead” by Catherine
Duerr. All women are invited to attend.
NOTE: The Women’s Bible Study group will not meet on Wednesday, June 8th due
to a vacation schedule. All other Wednesdays remain on the calendar.

ONLINE BIBLE STUDY – Thurs. at 4:00pm
Pastor and Amy Gensmer will be continuing the online Bible study on the Book of
Genesis every Thursday this summer from 4:00-5:00pm. This study may be joined “live”
or at a later time at your convenience by visiting our church website: abiding-love.com
and opening the Bible Studies tab. Note: There will be no online class on June 9th.
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MEMBER CARE -- JOIN THE TEAM
Has the Holy Spirit gifted you with a compassionate heart for the lonely, sick,
grieving, or homebound? Do you have a passion for ensuring no brother and sister
in your church community gets overlooked? Do you have skills that may be an
occasional benefit for your brothers and sisters in need of a helping hand? If so, we
are looking for you to join a new effort within Abiding Love called "Member Care
Ministry.”
Member Care Ministry has been established by our board of elders to help them
carry out their work of assisting pastor in ministering to our members. The purpose
of Member Care Ministry is to organize lay members to provide an extra layer of
loving contact and support beyond our pastoral ministry for the sick, elderly,
homebound, and grieving members of Abiding Love.
Some lay volunteers will make regular personal visits on a brother or sister needing
member care. The goal of these visits is to provide Christian friendship and spiritual
encouragement. These lay volunteers will be assigned a member with whom they
can build a relationship over time.
Other lay volunteers will use their abilities and skills to provide specific assistance
to a member in need. Provide a meal. Offer a ride. Take a handyman
project. These are the types of services we might look to fill. These volunteers will
be called into action on an “as-needed” basis.
If you are interested in learning more and maybe serving in this way, come to a
special luncheon on June 12th, 12:00, as we launch this important way of loving
one another.
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SUNDAYS IN SUMMER
As we enter the summertime in southwest Florida, Abiding Love will have a little
different Sunday morning schedule. Here is what to look for:
Worship: Worship will be at the same time, 8am and 10:30am. Don't forget! If you
are busy Sunday morning, come join us for Monday evening worship at 7pm. It's a
great alternative and still allows you to be face to face rather than simply watching
online.
9:00am -- Food & Fellowship Time: Having time to build friendships is
important. We will have an e-x-t-e-n-d-e-d time from 9:00am until 9:25am for
people from both services to come and visit. This is at a little cooler hour, and it
falls right before we start Bible study and our summer youth classes.
9:30am -- Pray, Praise and Give Thanks Youth Time: We will take a break from our
regular Sunday School and have a special summer program for children where they
will grow to better understand prayer and specifically the Lord's Prayer. We have a
special set of youth leaders just for the summer. This will run 40 minutes, from
9:30-10:10.
9:30am – Teen Bible Study: Staff Minister Mahnke will lead the teens in a 4-week
teen Bible study called “Focused Living in Christ.” It refuels teens with God’s Word
so they can remember who they are in Christ and relax and rejoice in Him. The
study will run 40 minutes, from 9:30-10:10am.
9:30am -- Adult Spiritual Growth: Unlike worship, our time from 9:30-10:10 will be
an opportunity to talk out loud and discuss important Bible truths and their
application to our lives. We will have a bunch of short 2- or 3-week series this
summer. So, if you are gone for a week or two, you won't be lost.
Summer does not offer as many other activities around here, so what a great time
for us grow together in our relationships with one another and with Jesus.
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2022 SUMMER CAMP

June 13-July 29
8:00am-4:00pm Daily
For Children Ages 3-11
$150/week*
Registration has begun for this year’s Summer Camp Program! The children will
experience the Bible during fun-filled weeks featuring games, crafts, stories, and
songs.
For more details and registration information, please visit
abidinglovepreschool.com online or call the Preschool at 239-984-1443.
*Cost may vary due to 4th of July holiday and Vacation Bible School program
week.
· June 13-17 - ZOOMERANG: Exploring Australia and the wonder and
value of life from God
· June 20-24 - MAKE WAVES: When you put your trust in Jesus you can
“make waves” ($75)
· June 27-July 1 - GOD’S WONDER LAB: Discover that Jesus does the
impossible for us
· July 5-8 - HAYDAY: Farming fun as we explore how Jesus will always
love us
(4-days $120)
· July 11-15 - MONUMENTAL: An off-road adventure helping form a
rock-solid faith
· July 18-22 - FOOD TRUCK PARTY: Rolling along learning everything
comes from God
· July 25-29 JERUSALEM MARKETPLACE: Step back in time where
Jesus walked
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

June 20-24
9:00am-1:00pm
Ages 3-11
During this wet and wild VBS, kids will learn that when you put your trust in Jesus, you can “make
waves” because His Spirit will live inside you. Through fun activities, engaging lessons, and God’s
Word, this VBS helps kids understand how they can share God’s love with the people around Him.
This will be held the week of June 20 – 24; 9:00am– 1:00pm; ages 3 – 11 (must be fully potty
trained) – there is no cost to members. Register online: www.abiding-love.com
On Sunday, June 26th the VBS children will be singing during the church service. There will be
a time of fun and treats following the service.
Volunteers Needed: If you are able to help out with this year’s VBS program, please see Staff
Minister Ben Mahnke today or email him at bmahnke@abiding-love.com. Thanks!

ABOUT ABIDING LOVE: Abiding Love Lutheran Church is a congregation in the
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), with almost 400,000 members in 49
states and missionaries in 23 nations. The WELS is committed to the Scriptures as the
inspired, inerrant Word of God, and therefore the only guide for faith and life. If you would
like to know more about us, or if you’re seeking Biblical counseling, give Pastor Gensmer
a call at 850-445-1970 or email him at: pastor@abiding-love.com.

