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May 22, 2022

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
OUR MISSION STATEMENT

“We, as a Christian congregation, are committed to reaching out with the true
Gospel of Jesus Christ, while living and growing ourselves in God’s Word.”

WELCOME!
Thank you for joining us in worship today. In our service we gather before Jesus
our Savior to offer him worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen
ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word.
• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary.
• The Elders request that we observe five minutes of quiet time in the sanctuary
prior to the start of each service. Please be seated and use this time to
prepare for worship and read through the bulletin announcements.
• We love families! Your children are welcome in our service. Thanks for bringing
them to hear about Jesus. If you would like, there are children’s worship bags
with lessons, crayons, and books in the back of the church. An usher can
assist you. We ask that you return these to the basket after the service.
• If you desire, there is a nursery space set up in the Fellowship Hall where
parents may supervise young children when necessary. The service may be
heard from this room.
• Please silence your cell phones.
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Series Theme: Victorious
To the world he seemed like a defeated man: opposed and killed by his enemies, his followers
scattered in fear. Yet three days after Jesus' death he rose victorious from the dead. Nothing
would ever be the same. The rest of eternity is now a victory march for the risen Christ. During
Easter, we should not think of ourselves as passive observers in Christ's victory. We are more
than fans cheering for our favorite athlete! Rather, we are active participants in Christ's triumph.
Just as his death was our death, so also his life is our life. Buried with Christ in baptism, our
life is now hidden with him on high. The victory is ours, now and forever. Easter is more than
a day. It is an entire joyful season. The six solemn weeks of Lent are eclipsed by seven weeks
of unbridled joy. These seven weeks correspond to the period of fifty days on the Jewish
calendar between Passover and Pentecost. The Church reserves its highest praise for the
Easter season. We do not merely watch from the sidelines as Christ marches in victory over
sin, death, Satan, and hell. We join in the festal procession!

Theme of the Day:
Joy Marches Victorious Over Circumstance
Conventional wisdom says that joy is a direct result of circumstance. Our disposition is nothing
more than a product of the events, conditions, and relationships of which our life consists.
Therefore, it would seem that for our disposition to change, our circumstances need to change.
But Jesus offers us a joy that is superior. It is not a product of circumstance; it's a product of
Easter. Easter proves that God can take what normally causes people to weep and turn it into
what causes people to rejoice. Sin, death, and shame went into Jesus' tomb. Forgiveness, life,
and glory came out. Our risen Savior gives us a joy that remains constant in the highest of
life's highs and the lowest of life's lows. It is a joy that can never be taken from us.

OUR WORSHIP SERVICE
The Service: Setting Two
(page 172 in the front of the hymnal)
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607 Ten Thousand Reasons

Text and tune: Jonas Myrin, b. 1982; Matt Redman, b. 1974

CW 607
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Invocation
In the name of the Father and of the
Amen.

Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Confession
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just
and will forgive us our sins
and purify us from all unrighteousness.
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.
Silence for meditation and reflection

Absolution
Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son,
Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole
world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy

CW 174

In peace let us pray to the Lord.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and
for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
pray to the Lord.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601
Tune: Marty Haugen
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Glory to God in the Highest

CW 176
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Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601
Tune: Marty Haugen
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+The Word+
Salutation
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.
O God, you are the giver of everything good. Inspire us, your humble servants,
to long for what is right and, through your gracious guidance, accomplish it to
your glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Children’s Sermon
First Reading

2 Kings 6:15–17

15When

the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next
morning, an army with horses and chariots had surrounded the city. “Oh no,
my lord! What shall we do?” the servant asked.
16“Don’t

be afraid,” the prophet answered. “Those who are with us are more
than those who are with them.”
17And

Elisha prayed, “Open his eyes, LORD, so that he may see.” Then the
LORD opened the servant’s eyes, and he looked and saw the hills full of horses
and chariots of fire all around Elisha.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation

Psalm 30:5

Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601

Gospel

John 16:16–24

16Jesus

went on to say, “In a little while you will see me no more, and then
after a little while you will see me.”
17At

this, some of his disciples said to one another, “What does he mean by
saying, ‘In a little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you
will see me,’ and ‘Because I am going to the Father’?” 18They kept asking, “What
does he mean by ‘a little while’? We don’t understand what he is saying.”
19Jesus

saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to them, “Are
you asking one another what I meant when I said, ‘In a little while you will see
me no more, and then after a little while you will see me’? 20Very truly I tell you,
you will weep and mourn while the world rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief
will turn to joy. 21A woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time has
come; but when her baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy that
a child is born into the world. 22So with you: Now is your time of grief, but I will
see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away your joy. 23In that
day you will no longer ask me anything. Very truly I tell you, my Father will give
you whatever you ask in my name. 24Until now you have not asked for anything
in my name. Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated
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889 Jerusalem the Golden

Text and tune: Public domain
Text: tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–1866, alt.; Bernard of Cluny, 12th cent., abr.
Tune: Gustav Holst, 1874–1934

CW 889
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Sermon

Revelation 21:21-27

Theme: "Heaven Is"
I.
II.
III.

All You Could Ever Dream
Not Here
Yours in Christ

21The

twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The
great street of the city was of gold, as pure as transparent glass.
22I

did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the
Lamb are its temple. 23The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on
it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. 24The nations will
walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it. 25On
no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. 26The glory and
honor of the nations will be brought into it. 27Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor
will anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names
are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.
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For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son
is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Offering
Our offering to the Lord our Savior God flows from hearts of joy and love. The offering is used
to support the work of proclaiming the gospel message here and around the world. No one is
obligated to join in the offering.
To give an offering electronically, visit our website: www.abiding-love.com/giving and click on
“donate.”
We ask our members, friends, and those visiting with us today to complete an attendance
card located in the seat backs and place it in the offering plate. If your contact information has
recently changed, please indicate this so we may update our records.

Altar Flowers
Today’s altar flowers are donated by Dottie Cornell in memory of her
daughter, Sharon and her daughter’s friend, Cindy.
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+The Sacrament+
Preface

CW 183

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Proper Preface
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you
thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, who by his willing sacrifice on the cross took away the sins of
the world and by his glorious resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore,
with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and
join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy

CW 184
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Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601
Tune: Marty Haugen

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You
created the world and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We
give thanks to you for the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ.
Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became
obedient to death, even death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for
sin and redeemed us from its curse and penalty. He rescued us from the
terrors of death and restored eternal life with you. He conquered our enemies
and gained for us the kingdom of grace and glory.
Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember
his suffering, death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope
of new life in heaven. Hear our praise and receive our thanks as we worship
you—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he
had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and
eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it,
all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you
for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of
me.”

Pax Domini
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Jesus, Lamb of God

Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601
Tune: Marty Haugen

Distribution
Please follow the direction of the Ushers.

CW 186
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452 The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done

4

He closed the yawning gates of hell;
the bars from heav’n’s high portals fell.
Let hymns of praise his triumph tell:
Alleluia!

5

By your deep wounds, O risen King,
come set us free from death’s sharp sting,
that we may live and ever sing:
Alleluia! (Refrain)

Text and tune: Public domain
Text: tr. Francis Pott, 1832–1909, alt.; Symphonia Sirenum Selectarum, Köln, 1695
Tune: Giovanni P. da Palestrina, c. 1525–1594, adapt.

CW 452
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Thanksgiving
Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace.
Amen.

835 Precious Lord, Take My Hand
1 Precious Lord, take my hand,
Lead me on, let me stand,
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn;
Through the storm, through the night,
Lead me on to the light. (Refrain)
Refrain: Take my hand, precious Lord,
Lead me home.
2 When my way grows drear,
Precious Lord, linger near,
When my life is almost gone,
Hear my cry, hear my call,
Hold my hand lest I fall. (Refrain)
3 When the darkness appears
And the night draws near,
And the day is past and gone,
At the river I stand,
Guide my feet, hold my hand. (Refrain)
Text: Thomas A. Dorsey, 1899-1993
Music: Thomas A. Dorsey, 1899-1993

CW 835
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Silent Prayer
The Ushers will dismiss the rows from front to back.

Acknowledgments
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.
Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights
reserved worldwide.
Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House.
Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.
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LAST WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE:
ATTENDANCE

Bible Class: 22

Sunday:

8:00am: 55

Sunday School: 20

10:30am: 118

7:00pm: 13 Total: 186

THIS WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE:
USHERS:

8:00am

Dan Rys; Ed Hayes; Debbie Messner

10:30am Keith Eldred; Lisa Van Tasell; Paul Baptista
ACCOMPANIST:

Josh Gensmer

POWER POINT:

8:00am

Pete Larson

Next: Pete Larson

10:30am Gia Filipiak

Next: Ashley Van Tasell

LIVESTREAM:

10:30am Aaron Rys

Next: Aaron Rys

FELLOWSHIP:

Val Widup

NURSERY:

8:00am

ALTAR GUILD:
(5/8 & 5/22)

8:00am

10:30am Bonnie Landis
Anna Ruege

10:30am Nicky Shelton

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Mon., May 23
Tues., May 24

Wed., May 25

7:00pm Evening Worship
8:00am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at Gregory’s Fusion
Restaurant (1242 SW Pine Island Road)
6:30pm Women’s Evening Bible Study at the home of
Paula Bruns—Book of Romans
8:30am Preschool Chapel
10:45am Women’s Bible Study
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
There will be no formal children’s Sunday School classes today or on May 29 th.
Supervised games will be offered for children in the Multipurpose Room and
Playground area. Children’s Sunday School classes will resume on June 5th.

ADULT BIBLE STUDY
Sunday Mornings at 9:30am
Led by Pastor Gensmer

The Body of Christ -- Serving One Another
Overview: Abiding Love Lutheran Church exists to reach out with the true gospel of
Jesus Christ (outreach), while living and growing ourselves in God’s Word (inreach).
Unfortunately, sometimes a church or its members get away from its mission or
forget why it does what it does.
These three weeks we will introduce you to ways members can serve one another,
explore future opportunities in a growing church, all the while remembering what
compels us to service as the body of Christ.
May 22 – Caring for Our Little Ones (Part 1)
May 29 – Caring for Our Little Ones (Part 2)
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SUNDAYS IN SUMMER
As we enter the summertime in southwest Florida,
Abiding Love will have a little different Sunday
morning schedule. Here is what to look for:
Worship: Worship will be at the same time, 8am and 10:30am. Don't forget! If you
are busy Sunday morning, come join us for Monday evening worship at 7pm. It's a
great alternative and still allows you to be face-to-face rather than simply watching
online.
9:00am -- Food & Fellowship time: Having time to build friendships is
important. We will have an e-x-t-e-n-d-e-d time from 9:00am until 9:25am for
people from both services to come and visit. This is at a little cooler hour, and it
falls right before we start Bible study and our summer youth classes.
9:30am -- Pray, Praise, and Give Thanks Youth Time: We will take a break from our
regular Sunday School and have a special summer program for children where they
will grow to better understand prayer and specifically the Lord's Prayer. We have a
special set of youth leaders just for the summer. This will run 40 minutes, from
9:30-10:10am.
9:30am – Teen Bible Study: Ben Mahnke will be offering a special Bible study for
our teens during the month of June. This will run 40 minutes, from 9:30-10:10am.
9:30am -- Adult Spiritual Growth: Unlike worship, our time from 9:30-10:10am will
be an opportunity to talk out loud and discuss important Bible truths and their
application to our lives. We will have a bunch of short 2- or 3-week series this
summer. So, if you are gone for a week or two, you won't be lost.
Summer does not have as many other activities around here, so what a great time
for us grow together in our relationships with one another and with Jesus.
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UPCOMING ADULT BIBLE STUDY
June 5th – 19th
Led by Pastor Gensmer

Marriage and Gender: God’s Plan, Our Witness

Overview: Our Creator designed marriage as a blessing for a man and a woman. We live
in a society that instead often looks upon marriage as a human construct to be shaped and
fashioned according to our own desires.
The result is a need for God’s Church to carry out its role in giving clear witness to truth in
a way that glorifies God’s name among us, to the world, and for generations to come.
Before considering how we can best give this clear witness, we begin by returning to the
truth of Scripture to understand what God does and does not say regarding marriage and
genders.

25

WOMEN’S EVENING BIBLE STUDY – Tuesdays at 6:30pm
Paula Bruns hosts an evening Bible Study at her home every Tuesday evening at
6:30pm. The group has just begun studying the Book of Romans. Please join us at
5695 Bolla Court in Fort Myers if you are interested. If you would like to know more
about the group, please contact Paula at 239-634-1008.

MEN’S BREAKFAST & BIBLE STUDY – Tuesdays at 8:00am
The Men’s Breakfast Group will be meeting at Gregory’s Fusion Restaurant, located
at 1242 SW Pine Island Road at 8:00am this Tuesday morning.

WOMEN’S MORNING BIBLE STUDY GROUP – Weds. at 10:45am
The Women’s Morning Bible Study Group meets every Wednesday at 10:45am at
church. Currently we are studying the book “Wherever Love May Lead” by Catherine
Duerr. All women are invited to attend.

ONLINE BIBLE STUDY – Thurs. at 4:00pm – Begins again on June 2nd
Pastor and Amy Gensmer will be continuing the online Bible study on the Book of
Genesis every Thursday this summer from 4:00-5:00pm. This study may be joined “live”
or at a later time at your convenience by visiting our church website: abiding-love.com
and opening the Bible Studies tab.
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MEMBER CARE -- JOIN THE TEAM
Has the Holy Spirit gifted you with a compassionate heart for the lonely, sick,
grieving, or homebound? Do you have a passion for ensuring no brother and sister
in your church community gets overlooked? Do you have skills that may be an
occasional benefit for your brothers and sisters in need of a helping hand? If so, we
are looking for you to join a new effort within Abiding Love called "Member Care
Ministry.”.
Member Care Ministry has been established by our board of elders to help them
carry out their work of assisting pastor in ministering to our members. The purpose
of Member Care Ministry is to organize lay members to provide an extra layer of
loving contact and support beyond our pastoral ministry for the sick, elderly,
homebound, and grieving members of Abiding Love.
Some lay volunteers will make regular personal visits on a brother or sister needing
member care. The goal of these visits is to provide Christian friendship and spiritual
encouragement. These lay volunteers will be assigned a member with whom they
can build a relationship over time.
Other lay volunteers will use their abilities and skills to provide specific assistance
to a member in need. Provide a meal. Offer a ride. Take a handyman
project. These are the types of services we might look to fill. These volunteers will
be called into action on an “as-needed” basis.
If you are interested in learning more and maybe serving in this way, come to a
special luncheon on June 12th, 12:00, as we launch this important way of loving
one another.
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
June 20-24; 9:00am-1:00pm
Ages 3-11
During this wet and wild VBS, kids will learn that when you put your trust in Jesus, you
can “make waves” because His Spirit will live inside you. Through fun activities, engaging
lessons, and God’s Word, this VBS helps kids understand how they can share God’s love
with the people around Him.
This will be held the week of June 20 – 24; 9:00am– 1:00pm; ages 3 – 11 (must be fully
potty trained) – there is no cost to members.
Register online: www.abiding-love.com

28

2022 SUMMER CAMP

June 13-July 29
8:00am-4:00pm Daily
For Children Ages 3-11
$150/week*
Registration has begun for this year’s Summer Camp Program! The children will
experience the Bible during fun-filled weeks featuring games, crafts, stories and songs.
For more details and registration information, please visit abidinglovepreschool.com
online or call the Preschool at 239-984-1443.
*Cost may vary due to 4th of July holiday and Vacation Bible School program week.

ABOUT ABIDING LOVE: Abiding Love Lutheran Church is a congregation in the
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), with almost 400,000 members in 49
states and missionaries in 23 nations. The WELS is committed to the Scriptures as the
inspired, inerrant Word of God, and therefore the only guide for faith and life. If you would
like to know more about us, or if you’re seeking Biblical counseling, give Pastor Gensmer
a call at 850-445-1970 or email him at: pastor@abiding-love.com.

