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  May 1, 2022 THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“We, as a Christian congregation, are committed to reaching out with the true 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, while living and growing ourselves in God’s Word.” 

WELCOME! 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. In our service we gather before Jesus 

our Savior to offer him worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 

ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word. 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 

• The Elders request that we observe five minutes of quiet time in the sanctuary 

prior to the start of each service.  Please be seated and use this time to 

prepare for worship and read through the bulletin announcements. 

• We love families! Your children are welcome in our service. Thanks for bringing 

them to hear about Jesus. If you would like, there are children’s worship bags 

with lessons, crayons, and books in the back of the church.  An usher can 

assist you.  We ask that you return these to the basket after the service. 

• If you desire, there is a nursery space set up in the Fellowship Hall where 

parents may supervise young children when necessary.  The service may be 

heard from this room. 

• Please silence your cell phones. 
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Series Theme:  Victorious 

To the world he seemed like a defeated man: opposed and killed by his enemies, his 
followers scattered in fear. Yet three days after Jesus' death he rose victorious from the 
dead. Nothing would ever be the same. The rest of eternity is now a victory march for the 
risen Christ. During Easter, we should not think of ourselves as passive observers in Christ's 
victory. We are more than fans cheering for our favorite athlete! Rather, we are active 
participants in Christ's triumph. Just as his death was our death, so also his life is our life. 
Buried with Christ in baptism, our life is now hidden with him on high. The victory is ours, 
now and forever. Easter is more than a day. It is an entire joyful season. The six solemn 
weeks of Lent are eclipsed by seven weeks of unbridled joy. These seven weeks correspond 
to the period of fifty days on the Jewish calendar between Passover and Pentecost. The 
Church reserves its highest praise for the Easter season. We do not merely watch from the 
sidelines as Christ marches in victory over sin, death, Satan, and hell. We join in the festal 
procession! 

 

Theme of the Day: 
Sight Marches Victorious Over Blindness 

 
A recent survey asked Americans which of the five senses they would least like to lose. 77% 
chose sight. Navigating life blind poses a plethora of challenges that the sighted do not face. 
This is why Scripture often uses the concept of blindness as a metaphor for how hard it is to 
navigate life without a correct understanding of Christ. Spiritual blindness can take many 
different forms. In some cases, it is hostile opposition to the message of Jesus. In others, 
spiritual blindness might be demonstrated in confusion about Jesus' true identity. No matter 
the specific form spiritual blindness takes, Easter has the power to replace it with sight. 
Easter allows us to see where we sinners stand with a holy God. It enables us to see the 
path through life that is worth pursuing (as opposed to those that lead to a dead end). 
Spiritual sight gives us the ability to see who holds our future in his hands and who is worth 
our eternal worship. 

OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

The Service:  Setting Two 

(page 172 in the front of the hymnal) 
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451 See, What a Morning CW 451 

1. See what a morning, gloriously bright 

With the dawning of hope in Jerusalem; 

Folded the grave-clothes 

Tomb filled with light, 

As the angels announce Christ is risen! 

See God’s salvation plan, wrought in love, 

Borne in pain, paid in sacrifice, 

Fulfilled in Christ, the Man, for He lives, 

Christ is risen from the dead! 

2. See Mary weeping: ‘Where is He laid? 

As in sorrow she turns from the empty tomb; 

Hears a voice speaking, calling her name: 

It’s the Master, the Lord raised to life again! 

The voice that spans the years, 

Speaking life, stirring hope, 

Bringing peace to us, 

Will sound till He appears, 

For He lives, Christ is risen from the dead! 

3. One with the Father, Ancient of Days, 

Through the Spirit 

Who clothes faith with certainty, 

Honour and blessing, glory and praise 

To the King crowned 

With power and authority! 

And we are raised with Him, 

Death is dead, love has won 

Christ has conquered; 

And we shall reign with Him, 

For He lives, Christ is risen from the dead! 

Stuart Townend & Keith Getty Copyright © 2003 Thankyou Music (Adm. by CapitolCMGPublishing.com excl. UK & Europe, adm. 
by Integrity Music, part of the David C Cook family, songs@integritymusic.com) 
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Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Absolution 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 

Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 

world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Amen. 
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460 Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven CW 460 

 

 

 

 
 
Text (sts. 1, 3): Christopher Wordsworth, 1807–1885; (st. 2): rev. Jubilate Hymns Ltd. 
Tune: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770–1827; adapt. Edward Hodges, 1796–1867 
Text (st. 2): © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
Text (sts. 1, 3) and tune: Public domain 
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+The Word+ 
 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

O God, by the humiliation of your Son, you lifted up this fallen world from the 

despair of death. By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people gladness 

of heart and the hope of eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Children's Sermon 

 

 

First Reading Acts 9:1-22 

 1Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s 

disciples. He went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues 

in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether 

men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3As he neared 

Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He 

fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you 

persecute me?” 

 5“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked. 

 “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. 6“Now get up and go into 

the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 
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 7The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound 

but did not see anyone. 8Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his 

eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. 9For 

three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything. 

 10In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called to him in 

a vision, “Ananias!” 

 “Yes, Lord,” he answered. 

 11The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and ask for 

a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. 12In a vision he has seen a 

man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to restore his sight.” 

 13“Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this man and 

all the harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem. 14And he has come 

here with authority from the chief priests to arrest all who call on your name.” 

 15But the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen instrument to 

proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to the people of Israel. 16I 

will show him how much he must suffer for my name.” 

 17Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands on Saul, 

he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as 

you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see again and be filled 

with the Holy Spirit.” 18Immediately, something like scales fell from Saul’s eyes, 

and he could see again. He got up and was baptized, 19and after taking some 

food, he regained his strength. 

 Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. 20At once he began 

to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. 21All those who heard 

him were astonished and asked, “Isn’t he the man who raised havoc in 

Jerusalem among those who call on this name? And hasn’t he come here to take 

them as prisoners to the chief priests?” 22Yet Saul grew more and more powerful 

and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Messiah. 
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463 Hail Thee, Festival Day CW 463, v. 4 

Congregation sings refrain 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Text: tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978; Venantius Fortunatus, c. 530–609 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Cong. 

Pastor 

Cong. 
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Stand  
 

Gospel John 21:1–14 

 1Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It 

happened this way: 2Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael 

from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were 

together. 3“I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go 

with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught 

nothing. 

 4Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not 

realize that it was Jesus. 

 5He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?” 

 “No,” they answered. 

 6He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” 

When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number 

of fish. 

 7Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon 

as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment 

around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. 8The other 

disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from 

shore, about a hundred yards. 9When they landed, they saw a fire of burning 

coals there with fish on it, and some bread. 

 10Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” 11So Simon 

Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large 

fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 12Jesus said to them, 

“Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” 

They knew it was the Lord. 13Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, 

and did the same with the fish. 14This was now the third time Jesus appeared to 

his disciples after he was raised from the dead. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be seated 
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459 Christ the Lord Is Risen Again CW 459, v. 1, 2, 5, 6 

 

 

 
 
Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; Michael Weisse, c. 1480–1534, abr. 
Tune: Latin, c. 1100, adapt. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 
Sermon Revelation 5:11-14 
 Pastor Daniel Wagenknecht 

Theme:  “Worthy is the Lamb to Receive … Wealth” 

I. For He Was Slain for Us 

II. For He Sits on the Throne for Us. 

 11Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering thousands 

upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the 

throne and the living creatures and the elders. 12In a loud voice they were saying: 
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“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 

 to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength 

 and honor and glory and praise!” 

 13Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and 

on the sea, and all that is in them, saying: 

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb 

 be praise and honor and glory and power, 

   for ever and ever!” 

14The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and worshiped. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

 

Offering and Attendance 

 

  

Our offering to the Lord our Savior God flows from hearts of joy and love. The offering is used to 
support the work of proclaiming the gospel message here and around the world. No one is 
obligated to join in the offering.  
 

To give an offering electronically, visit our website: www.abiding-love.com/giving  
and click on “donate.” 

 
We ask our members, friends, and those visiting with us today to complete an attendance card 
located in the seat backs and place it in the offering plate. If your contact information has 
recently changed, please indicate this so we may update our records. 

 

http://www.abiding-love.com/giving
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885 There Is a Higher Throne CW 885 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Keith Getty, b. 1974 
Tune: Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Keith Getty, b. 1974 
Text and tune: © 2003 Thankyou Music, admin. Capitol CMG Publishing. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
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Prayer 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

  



16 

 

511 Crown Him with Many Crowns CW 511 

 

 

 

 
 

Text (sts. 1–2, 4): Matthew Bridges, 1800–1894, abr., alt.; (st. 3): Godfrey Thring, 1823–1903 
Tune: George J. Elvey, 1816–1893 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Silent Prayer 

The Ushers will dismiss the rows from front to back. 

Acknowledgments 
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission 

of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 
Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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LAST WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE: 

ATTENDANCE Bible Class:  34       Sunday School:  20 

Sunday: 8:00am:  55    10:30am: 92      7:00pm: 8   Total:   155  
  

THIS WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE:  

MAY USHERS: 8:00am Dan Rys; Lynda Allin; Ed Hayes; Debbie Messner 

 10:30am Keith Eldred; Lisa Van Tasell; Paul Baptista 
 

 

ACCOMPANIST:  Robert Lozen 
 

POWER POINT: 8:00am  Jay & Stacey Devlin Next:  Pete Larson    

 10:30am  Ashley Van Tasell Next:  Finia Wilsch   
 
LIVESTREAM: 10:30am Aaron Rys  Next:  Volker Wilsch    
 
  

NURSERY: 8:00am    10:30am  Bonnie Landis 
 

ALTAR GUILD: 8:00am Anna Ruege 10:30am  Nicky Shelton 
(5/8 & 5/22) 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
  

Mon., May 2 7:00pm Evening Worship 

Tues., May 3 8:00am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at Gregory’s Fusion 
  Restaurant (1242 SW Pine Island Road) 

 5:30pm Preschool School Board Meeting 

 6:30pm Women’s Evening Bible Study at the home of  
    Paula Bruns—Book of Romans 

Wed., May 4 8:30am Preschool Chapel 

 10:00am The Circle Meeting 

 10:45am Women’s Bible Study 

Thurs., May 5 6:30pm Bible Basics 

Sat., May 7 9:00am Worship Committee 

 9:00am Sunday School Teachers 

 9:00am Youth Workday (offsite) 
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WELCOME GUEST PREACHER DANIEL WAGENKNECHT 

We give thanks and a warm welcome to Pastor Daniel Wagenknecht who is 

serving as our guest preacher this morning.  Pastor Wagenknecht is the 

planned giving counselor at the WELS Synod. The WELS Ministry of 

Christian Giving serves WELS congregations and members by providing 

resources and confidential counsel to help them make gifts to WELS missions 

and ministries, congregations, and WELS affiliated ministries. During Bible 

Study hour at 9:15am, Pastor Wagenknecht will present a report on the 

blessings God has given through your gifts to WELS in the past year. You 

also have the opportunity to meet privately with him to discuss special gifts, 

estate planning, and the resources available through WELS Foundation. Call 

him at 714-624-9001.  All are welcome! 

WELS WOMEN’S MINISTRY CONFERENCE – July 21-23 

Luther Preparatory School in Watertown, WI will be hosting the WELS Women’s 
Ministry Conference on July 21-23, 2022.  Join women from every walk of life as 
they study Ephesians and learn to cultivate unity that begins with grace for me and 
grace for others. Learn how to identify barriers that get in the way, stand firm on 
Scripture in the face of conflict, and extend grace in everyday relationships.  You 
can expect: 

     Scriptural Teaching   Fellowship and Networking 

     Biblical Real World Applications  Personal Ministry Encouragement 

     Ministry and Life Experiences 

Please visit wels.net/wmconference for more information and registration info. 

 
EVENING WORSHIP CONTINUES MONDAYS at 7:00pm 

Another option for worship is Monday evenings at 7:00pm. This service provides a 

worship option for those who are unable to join us for worship on Sunday mornings.  

This will also enable us to spread our worshipers among the three services as a way 

to avoid overcrowding.  Monday’s service will be a repeat of the worship service on 

Sunday each week.  Communion will be offered during the 2nd and 4th Mondays of 

each month.   
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WOMEN’S EVENING BIBLE STUDY – Tuesdays at 6:30pm 

Paula Bruns hosts an evening Bible Study at her home every Tuesday evening at 

6:30pm.  The group has just begun studying the Book of Romans.  Please join us at 

5695 Bolla Court in Fort Myers if you are interested.  If you would like to know more 

about the group, please contact Paula at 239-634-1008. 

MEN’S BREAKFAST & BIBLE STUDY – Tuesdays at 8:00am 

The Men’s Breakfast Group will be meeting at Gregory’s Fusion Restaurant, located 

at 1242 SW Pine Island Road at 8:00am this Tuesday morning. 

WOMEN’S MORNING BIBLE STUDY GROUP – Weds. at 10:45am 

The Women’s Morning Bible Study Group meets every Wednesday at 10:45am at 
church. Currently we are studying the book “Wherever Love May Lead” by Catherine 
Duerr.  All women are invited to attend. 

YOUTH CONFIRMATION SUNDAY IS MAY 15th 

Join two young adults as they celebrate their Confirmation Day on Sunday, May 

15th at the 10:30 service.  Finia Wilsch and Abi Koltz will have completed their 

catechism instruction and will have the opportunity on that day to confess their 

faith and be recognized as communicant members of our congregation.   

CAMP SOUTH and YOUTH RALLY REGISTRATION DEADLINES 

Youth in grades 4 thru 9 (as of Fall 2022) are invited to attend Camp South in Covington, 

GA (July 25-29).  Registration deadline is May 15th.   

High School youth are invited to attend the WELS International Youth Rally (June 28-

July 1) in Knoxville, TN.  Registration deadline is May 31st. 

See Staff Minister Ben Mahnke if you are interested in attending. 
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2022 SUMMER CAMP 

 

June 13-July 29 

8:00am-4:00pm Daily 

For Children Ages 3-11 

$150/week* 

Registration has begun for this year’s Summer Camp Program!  The children will 

experience the Bible during fun-filled weeks featuring games, crafts, stories and songs.  

For more details and registration information, please visit abidinglovepreschool.com or 

call the Preschool at 239-984-1443. 

*Cost may vary due to 4th of July holiday and Vacation Bible School program week. 

                
ABOUT ABIDING LOVE: Abiding Love Lutheran Church is a congregation in the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), with almost 400,000 members in 49 
states and missionaries in 23 nations. The WELS is committed to the Scriptures as the 
inspired, inerrant Word of God, and therefore the only guide for faith and life. If you would 
like to know more about us, or if you’re seeking Biblical counseling, give Pastor Gensmer 
a call at 850-445-1970 or email him at: pastor@abiding-love.com.  

 
          VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
          June 20-24; 9:00am-1:00pm 

         Ages 3-11 

During this wet and wild VBS, kids will learn that when you put your trust in Jesus, you can 
“make waves” because His Spirit will live inside you.  Through fun activities, engaging lessons, 
and God’s Word, this VBS helps kids understand how they can share God’s love with the people 
around Him. 
 

This will be held the week of June 20 – 24; 9:00am– 1:00pm; ages 3 – 11 (must be fully potty 
trained) – there is no cost to members.  Register online:  abidinglovepreschool.com 
  

 


