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April 3, 2022 FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“We, as a Christian congregation, are committed to reaching out with the true 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, while living and growing ourselves in God’s Word.” 

WELCOME! 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. In our service we gather before Jesus 

our Savior to offer him worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 

ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word. 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 

• The Elders request that we observe five minutes of quiet time in the sanctuary 

prior to the start of each service.  Please be seated and use this time to 

prepare for worship and read through the bulletin announcements. 

• We love families! Your children are welcome in our service. Thanks for bringing 

them to hear about Jesus. If you would like, there are children’s worship bags 

with lessons, crayons, and books in the back of the church.  An usher can 

assist you.  We ask that you return these to the basket after the service. 

• If you desire, there is a nursery space set up in the Fellowship Hall where 

parents may supervise young children when necessary.  The service may be 

heard from this room. 

• Please silence your cell phones. 
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Series Theme:  Crushed 

When someone is devastated or defeated or despondent we speak of him being 
"crushed." It could be due to some agonizing loss or unrealized dreams. It could 
be due to carrying a crushingly heavy load of guilt over some past mistake. In a 
broken world, it is simply a matter of time before we feel crushed. This is why we 
need Lent. The word Lent comes from an Old English word for Spring: "lengten," 
when the days grow longer. For 1400 years the Church has set aside the 40 days 
between Ash Wednesday and Easter as a time of repentance and renewal. 
Believers humbly acknowledge that sin is the ultimate source of all the crushing 
moments in life. Our sin even crushed Christ. Yet, on Easter Sunday, Jesus took 
up his life again. Our Savior crushed both death and the serpent's head. Yes, 
Lent is a solemn season. But it is also a season of great hope. With the psalmist 
we say, "The Lord saves those who are crushed in spirit." 
 

OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

The Service:  Setting Two 

(page 172 in the front of the hymnal) 

Theme of the Day:  Human Rejection is Crushed by Divine 
Exaltation 

People often look to the judgment of experts. The opinion of experts can 
greatly influence the general population. That poses a problem when it 
comes to Christ. The world's experts and culturally elite generally see 
little value in Christ and his Word. Thankfully, Christ tells us to expect 
this. He also reminds us that when it comes to judgments about him and 
his kingdom, only one opinion matters. God the Father would render the 
final verdict about Christ and his work when he raised his Son from the 
dead. This week, we learn to evaluate the world's experts properly. They 
might see heaven's greatest treasure as trash. Fine. That treasure 
remains ours for the taking! 
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914 Christ Is Our Cornerstone CW 914 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: tr. John Chandler, 1806–1876, alt.; Latin, c. 8th cent., abr. 
Tune: John Darwall, 1731–1789 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 
 

 

Absolution 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 

Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 

world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 174 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord.  

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 
Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
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Glory to God in the Highest CW 176 
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Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

 

+ The Word + 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Almighty God, by your great goodness, mercifully look upon your people that we 

may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Children's Sermon 
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Lesson Philippians 3:4b–14 

 If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have 

more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 

Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6as for zeal, 

persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless. 

 7But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 
8What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of 

knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider 

them garbage, that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a 

righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith 

in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. 10I want 

to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in 

his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11and so, somehow, attaining to 

the resurrection from the dead. 

 12Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, 

but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 
13Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But 

one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14I 

press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 

heavenward in Christ Jesus. 

 
Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation Psalm 118:22 
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Text: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
Tune: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

 

Gospel Luke 20:9–19 

 9He went on to tell the people this parable: “A man planted a vineyard, rented 

it to some farmers and went away for a long time. 10At harvest time he sent a 

servant to the tenants so they would give him some of the fruit of the vineyard. 

But the tenants beat him and sent him away empty-handed. 11He sent another 

servant, but that one also they beat and treated shamefully and sent away 

empty-handed. 12He sent still a third, and they wounded him and threw him out. 

 13“Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I do? I will send my son, 

whom I love; perhaps they will respect him.’ 

 14“But when the tenants saw him, they talked the matter over. ‘This is the heir,’ 

they said. ‘Let’s kill him, and the inheritance will be ours.’ 15So they threw him 

out of the vineyard and killed him. 

  “What then will the owner of the vineyard do to them? 16He will come and kill 

those tenants and give the vineyard to others.” 

 When the people heard this, they said, “God forbid!” 

 17Jesus looked directly at them and asked, “Then what is the meaning of that 

which is written: 

“‘The stone the builders rejected 

  has become the cornerstone’? 

18Everyone who falls on that stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it 

falls will be crushed.” 

 19The teachers of the law and the chief priests looked for a way to arrest him 

immediately, because they knew he had spoken this parable against them. But 

they were afraid of the people. 
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The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 

 
 

517 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness CW 517 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Rusty Edwards, b. 1955, alt. 
Tune: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601; Tune: Public domain 
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Sermon Isaiah 43:16-21 

Theme:  “Look What God is Doing” 
 

I. As God Has Done in the Past 

II. He is Raising Up a Way in the Wilderness  

 

16This is what the LORD says— 

 he who made a way through the sea, 

 a path through the mighty waters, 
17who drew out the chariots and horses, 

 the army and reinforcements together, 

and they lay there, never to rise again, 

 extinguished, snuffed out like a wick: 
18“Forget the former things; 

 do not dwell on the past. 
19See, I am doing a new thing! 

 Now it springs up; do you not perceive it? 

I am making a way in the wilderness 

 and streams in the wasteland. 
20The wild animals honor me, 

 the jackals and the owls, 

because I provide water in the wilderness 

 and streams in the wasteland, 

to give drink to my people, my chosen, 

 21the people I formed for myself 

 that they may proclaim my praise. 
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Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Offering and Attendance 

 

Our offering to the Lord our Savior God flows from hearts of joy and love. The offering is used 
to support the work of proclaiming the gospel message here and around the world. No one is 
obligated to join in the offering.  

To give an offering electronically, visit our website: www.abiding-love.com/giving and click on 
“donate.”  

We ask all of our members, friends, and those visiting with us today to complete an attendance 
card located in the seat backs and place it in the offering plate. If your contact information has 
recently changed, please indicate this so we may update our records. 
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753 My Worth Is Not in What I Own CW 753 sts. 1–2, Ref, 3–5 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  Hymn continues on next page. 
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4 I will not boast in wealth or might, 

or human wisdom’s fleeting light. 

    But I will boast in knowing Christ 

        at the cross. (Refrain) 

 

5 Two wonders here that I confess: 

my worth and my unworthiness. 

    My value fixed—my ransom paid 

        at the cross. (Refrain) 
 
Text: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Keith Getty, b. 1974 
Tune: Graham Kendrick, b. 1950; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Keith Getty, b. 1974 
Text and tune: © 2014 Getty Music Publishing and Makeway Music, admin. MusicServices.org. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

 

Prayer 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah 

 
 
Words by William Williams; alt. by Jeremy Casella; Music by Jeremy Casella 
©2002 2037 Music (ASCAP) admin. by The Loving Company; Used by permission. All rights reserved 
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Silent Prayer 

The Ushers will dismiss the rows from front to back. 

 

 

Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. 

Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights 

reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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LAST WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE: 
ATTENDANCE:  Sunday School:  20   Bible Class:   41 

8:00am:  82  10:30am:   110      7:00pm:   29    Total:   221    
  

THIS WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE:  

USHERS:  8:00am  Mike & Sue Scott; Bob & Kathy Kalsto 

 10:30am  Edson & Joette Meyers; Shannon Kolakowski, The       
Stebbins Family 

 

ACCOMPANIST:  Robert Lozen 
 

POWER POINT: 8:00am  Jay & Stacey Devlin Next:  Wendy Beichler 

 10:30am  Finia Wilsch Next:   Gia Filipiak 
 
LIVESTREAM: 10:30am Volker Wilsch Next:    Aaron Rys 
 
FELLOWSHIP: 8:00am    10:30am     
        
NURSERY: 8:00am    10:30am  Shannon Kolakowski 
 

ALTAR GUILD: 8:00am Brooke Mahnke 10:30am  Britta Wilsch 
(4/10 & 4/24)) 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
  

Mon., April 4 5:30pm Preschool Teachers Meeting 

 7:00pm Evening Worship 

Tues., April 5 8:00am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at House of Omelets 

 6:30pm Women’s Evening Bible Study at the home of   
   Paula Bruns—Book of Acts 

Wed., April 6 8:30am Preschool Chapel 

 10:45am Women’s Bible Study 

 6:15pm Lenten Meal 

 7:00pm Lenten Service    

Thurs., April 7 4:00pm Online Bible Study 

 6:30pm Bible Basics Class 
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  ATTENTION WINTER VISITORS 

 

If you have been worshiping with us this winter, please make sure we have your 
contact information before you head home.  If we may include this information in 
our Church Directory, please let the office staff know either by emailing us at 
info@abiding-love.com; or calling us (239-984-1141); or placing a note on your 
attendance card before you leave.  If you would like to receive our monthly 
church newsletter, please let us know, as well.   

God bless you in your travels! 

UKRAINE RELIEF OPPORTUNITY 

The WELS Committee on Aid and Relief has stepped forward to help our congregations 
gather and provide support to the people of Ukraine and especially to the over 700 souls 
that are part of our sister synod -- the Ukrainian Lutheran Church. 

A family from Abiding Love Church has donated $5,000 in matching funds to the WELS 
Ukraine Relief Fund.  This means that for every donation you make, that family will match 
up to $5,000.  You donate $50, they will match your $50; you donate $100, they will 
donate $100, etc. up to $5,000. 

Please use the envelopes at the back of the Church or contact Bob Stumpner, 
bstumpner@gmail.com or 262-224-5900. 

Already two Pastors have lost everything. Their churches and schools have been 
destroyed.  Thank you for your generous support. 

 

 

 

 

MEMBER CARE TEAM 

Would you enjoy befriending a church member who can't make it to church because of 
age or disability?  Do you have a heart for ensuring elderly members are cared for?  Or 
are you willing to provide some specific assistance -- maybe an occasional ride to the 
doctors or some small handyman jobs -- to our homebound?  If you answered "yes", your 
help is wanted! 

The number of Abiding Love members who are either homebound or in an assisted living 
center is growing.  To meet this need, Abiding Love's Board of Elders is building a team 
of lay volunteers who can provide an extra layer of care beyond the monthly visits made 
by our ministry staff. 

If serving in this way appeals to you, please share your name with the office or with our 
pastor or staff minister. 

After gathering volunteers, a training and coordinating session will be held after 
Easter.  The date for this training has not yet been set. 

mailto:info@abiding-love.com
mailto:bstumpner@gmail.com
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EASTER LILIES 

If you are interested in purchasing an Easter Lily to help beautify the church altar 

on Easter Sunday, there is a sign-up sheet located on the bulletin board in the 

entryway. Lilies are $8/plant (cash). Place your payment in one of the flower 

donation envelopes and put it in the offering plate or in the church office. 

LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR – April 16th thru 19th  

We are pleased to welcome the Sound Foundation Choir from Luther High 

School from Onalaska, WI on Easter weekend.   

What they will do:  The choir will be enhancing our worship at our 3:30pm Good 

Friday Service and both services on Easter Sunday; taking part in a service project 

for our church; and doing some sightseeing.   

What church needs to do:  Host 8 groups of students (each group is 2-3 students) 

How long: Saturday, April 16 – Tuesday, April 19 (3-night stay) 

What host families need to provide: Private bedroom, bathroom, breakfast Sun, 

Mon, and Tue, and transportation to and from Abiding Love each morning and 

evening. 

Please see Staff Minister Ben Mahnke if you are willing to assist with housing and 

transportation. 
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DONATE TOWARD YOUTH CAMPS 

Several of our youth (4th grade-12th grade) will be heading to WELS camps this 
summer.  If you would like to make a donation toward their camp costs you may 
designate your gift as “Youth Camps” in the description line.  Donations are 
accepted both online and by check made payable to Abiding Love Lutheran Church. 

 

2022 WELS International Youth Rally  

June 28-July 1 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

 

Are you a high schooler? 

You can go to the WELS International Youth Rally! 

The Rally will be held June 28-July 1 at the University of Tennessee in Knoxville. Our teens will 

have opportunities for fund raising to help defray the cost of the rally and transportation. If you are 

curious, talk to Staff Minister Ben Mahnke. He has more information to share with you! 

Registration runs March 8 - May 31 

$375 early-bird rate for full payment until April 30 

$395 May 1-31 
 

 
CAMP SOUTH 

Will you be a 4th -9th grader in Fall of 2022? 

Then Camp South is for you! 

You are invited to a fantastic week of fun and growth in God’s Word! 
 

Hosted at the Georgia FFA camp in Covington, GA, we’re inviting youth to take part in engaging 

worship and Bible studies, great activities, and opportunities to meet new friends. Our youth will 

have opportunities for fund raising to help defray the cost of the camp and transportation. 

Where – Georgia FFA/FCCLA Camp in Covington, GA 

When – July 25-29 

How much - $295/youth 

Who – those entering 4th-9th grades (in Fall 2022) 

Registration has begun and ends on May 15th. 
 

If you are curious, talk to Staff Minister Ben Mahnke; he has more information for you! 
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WEEKLY ATTENDANCE CARDS 

The Elders request that EVERYONE please complete an attendance card 

during worship each service they attend.  As part of our annual statistical 

report to the WELS Synod each year, average weekly attendance numbers 

are collected so this information is important for us to have.  If you are a 

member or repeating winter visitor, simply put your name and date on the 

card — there is no need to fill the card out entirely.  If any of your contact 

information changes, please give us that information, as well.   If you do not 

have time to complete the card during the offering collection, please be sure 

to hand your card to one of the ushers on the way out.  Thank you! 

 

EASTER BREAKFAST 

Please join us on Easter Sunday at 9:15am for breakfast between services. 

There are 2 sign-up sheets on the church bulletin board—1 for signing up to 

attend the breakfast (so we know how much food to prepare). The other for 

donating needed food items for the meal. Please direct your questions to the 

church office.  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Children’s Easter Experience 
9:30-10:00am Easter Sunday 

All children are invited to join in some fun Easter activities on Easter Sunday 

from 9:30-10:00am.  
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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

 

• Maundy Thursday – Thursday, April 14             7:00pm 
Join us for a worship service with Holy Communion as we  
remember the Last Supper of our Lord. 

 

• Good Friday – Friday, April 15              3:30pm  
Enjoy choir music and a sermon that will focus on Jesus’ passion. 
The Sound Foundation Choir from Luther High School, Onalaska, WI 
will be performing.   
 

• Good Friday – Friday, April 15               7:00pm 
Join us for our traditional Good Friday worship service. 
 

• Easter Sunday – April 17                

• 8:00am  Easter Worship 

• 9:15am  Breakfast  

• 9:30-10:30am  Easter activities for children 

• 10:30am  Easter Worship 
 

                
ABOUT ABIDING LOVE: Abiding Love Lutheran Church is a congregation in the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), with almost 400,000 members in 49 states 
and missionaries in 23 nations. The WELS is committed to the Scriptures as the inspired, 
inerrant Word of God, and therefore the only guide for faith and life. If you would like to know 
more  about  us, or  if  you  are  seeking  Biblical  counseling, give  Pastor Gensmer  a  call 
at  850-445-1970 or email him at: pastor@abiding-love.com.  


