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March 27, 2022 FOURTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“We, as a Christian congregation, are committed to reaching out with the true 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, while living and growing ourselves in God’s Word.” 

WELCOME! 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. In our service we gather before Jesus 

our Savior to offer him worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 

ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word. 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 

• The Elders request that we observe five minutes of quiet time in the sanctuary 

prior to the start of each service.  Please be seated and use this time to 

prepare for worship and read through the bulletin announcements. 

• We love families! Your children are welcome in our service. Thanks for bringing 

them to hear about Jesus. If you would like, there are children’s worship bags 

with lessons, crayons, and books in the back of the church.  An usher can 

assist you.  We ask that you return these to the basket after the service. 

• If you desire, there is a nursery space set up in the Fellowship Hall where 

parents may supervise young children when necessary.  The service may be 

heard from this room. 

• Please silence your cell phones. 
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Series Theme:  Crushed 

When someone is devastated or defeated or despondent we speak of him being 
"crushed." It could be due to some agonizing loss or unrealized dreams. It could 
be due to carrying a crushingly heavy load of guilt over some past mistake. In a 
broken world, it is simply a matter of time before we feel crushed. This is why we 
need Lent. The word Lent comes from an Old English word for Spring: "lengten," 
when the days grow longer. For 1400 years the Church has set aside the 40 days 
between Ash Wednesday and Easter as a time of repentance and renewal. 
Believers humbly acknowledge that sin is the ultimate source of all the crushing 
moments in life. Our sin even crushed Christ. Yet, on Easter Sunday, Jesus took 
up his life again. Our Savior crushed both death and the serpent's head. Yes, 
Lent is a solemn season. But it is also a season of great hope. With the psalmist 
we say, "The Lord saves those who are crushed in spirit." 
 

Theme of the Day:   
Our Condemnation is Crushed by God’s Grace 

We assume people get what they deserve. We assume what goes around comes 
around. We assume God helps those who helps themselves. And all those 
assumptions must be crushed. Got does not operate on the principle of merit but 
of grace. Like gravity, grace is a constant force at work in how God deals with us 
and how he wants us to deal with others. No one is beyond the reach of God's 
grace. God never turns it off. When the weight of our sin makes us fearful of 
God's condemnation, he reveals his grace yet again. 
 

OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

The Service:  Setting Two 

(page 172 in the front of the hymnal) 

Cover art by Ashley Van Tasell 
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916 Today Your Mercy Calls Us CW 916 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Oswald Allen, 1816–1878, alt. 
Tune: Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812–after 1857 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Absolution 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 

Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 

world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy CW 174 
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Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

 



7 

 

810 The First Song of Isaiah CW 810 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children's Lesson 

 1 Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing 

  From the springs of salvation. 

  And on that day you shall say, 

  Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his name.  (Refrain) 

  

 2 Make his deeds known among the peoples; 

  See that they remember that his name is exalted.   

  Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, 

  And this is known in all the world.  (Refrain) 

  

 3 Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, 

  Ring out your joy, 

  For the great one in the midst of you 

  Is the Holy One of Israel. (Refrain sung twice) 

  
Text:  The Draft Proposed Book of Common Prayer, 1976 

Tune:  Jack Noble White, b. 1938 

Text: c 1976 Charles Mortimer Guilbert, custodian of the Standard Book of Common Prayer 

Tune:  c 1976 The H.W. Gray Company. All rights assigned to and controlled by Alfred Publishing Co., Inc. 
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+The Word+ 
 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, your mercies are new every morning; and 

though we deserve only punishment, you receive us as your children and provide 

for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge your 

merciful goodness, give thanks for all your benefits, and serve you in willing 

obedience; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading Isaiah 12 

 1In that day you will say: 

“I will praise you, LORD. 

 Although you were angry with me, 

your anger has turned away 

 and you have comforted me. 
2Surely God is my salvation; 

 I will trust and not be afraid. 

The LORD, the LORD himself, is my strength and my defense; 

 he has become my salvation.” 
3With joy you will draw water 

 from the wells of salvation. 
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 4In that day you will say: 

“Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name; 

 make known among the nations what he has done, 

 and proclaim that his name is exalted. 
5Sing to the LORD, for he has done glorious things; 

 let this be known to all the world. 
6Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion, 

 for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.” 
  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Lesson Romans 8:1–10 

 1Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 
2because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you 

free from the law of sin and death. 3For what the law was powerless to do 

because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by sending his own Son in the 

likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in the flesh, 
4in order that the righteous requirement of the law might be fully met in us, who 

do not live according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. 

 5Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh 

desires; but those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on 

what the Spirit desires. 6The mind governed by the flesh is death, but the mind 

governed by the Spirit is life and peace. 7The mind governed by the flesh is 

hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law, nor can it do so. 8Those who are 

in the realm of the flesh cannot please God. 

 9You, however, are not in the realm of the flesh but are in the realm of the 

Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. And if anyone does not have the 

Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to Christ. 10But if Christ is in you, then even 

though your body is subject to death because of sin, the Spirit gives life because 

of righteousness. 
  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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523 How Deep the Father’s Love for Us CW 523 

1. How deep the Father’s love for us, 
How vast beyond all measure, 
That he should give his only Son 
To make a wretch his treasure. 
How great the pain of searing loss. 
The Father turns his face away 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory. 
  

2. Behold the Man upon a cross, 
My sin upon his shoulders. 
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers. 
It was my sin that held him there 
Until it was accomplished; 
His dying breath has brought me life. 
I know that it is finished. 
 

3. I will not boast in anything;  
No gifts, no power, no wisdom. 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ; 
His death and resurrection. 
Why should I gain from his reward? 
I cannot give an answer.  
But this I know with all my heart: 
His wounds have paid my ransom. 

Text and music: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; arr. Bruce Greer, b. 1961Text and music: c. 1995 Thankyou Music (PRS) (adm. Worldwide at CapitolCMGPublishing.com excluding 
Europe which is adm. By Integrity Music, part of the David C. Cook family.  Songs@integritymusic.com) 
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Sermon Luke 15:1–3,11–32 

Theme:  “Embracing the Prodigal” 

  

1Now the tax collectors and sinners were all gathering around to hear Jesus. 
2But the Pharisees and the teachers of the law muttered, “This man welcomes 

sinners and eats with them.” 

 3Then Jesus told them this parable: 

 11“There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger one said to his father, 

‘Father, give me my share of the estate.’ So he divided his property between 

them. 

 13“Not long after that, the younger son got together all he had, set off for a 

distant country and there squandered his wealth in wild living. 14After he had 

spent everything, there was a severe famine in that whole country, and he began 

to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out to a citizen of that country, who 

sent him to his fields to feed pigs. 16He longed to fill his stomach with the pods 

that the pigs were eating, but no one gave him anything. 

 17“When he came to his senses, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired 

servants have food to spare, and here I am starving to death! 18I will set out and 

go back to my father and say to him: Father, I have sinned against heaven and 

against you. 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; make me like one of 

your hired servants.’ 20So he got up and went to his father. 

  “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with 

compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed 

him. 

 21“The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and against you. 

I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 

 22“But the father said to his servants, ‘Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on 

him. Put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. 23Bring the fattened calf and 

kill it. Let’s have a feast and celebrate. 24For this son of mine was dead and is 

alive again; he was lost and is found.’ So they began to celebrate.  
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 25“Meanwhile, the older son was in the field. When he came near the house, 

he heard music and dancing. 26So he called one of the servants and asked him 

what was going on. 27‘Your brother has come,’ he replied, ‘and your father has 

killed the fattened calf because he has him back safe and sound.’ 

 28“The older brother became angry and refused to go in. So his father went 

out and pleaded with him. 29But he answered his father, ‘Look! All these years 

I’ve been slaving for you and never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never gave 

me even a young goat so I could celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son 

of yours who has squandered your property with prostitutes comes home, you 

kill the fattened calf for him!’ 

 31“ ‘My son,’ the father said, ‘you are always with me, and everything I have is 

yours. 32But we had to celebrate and be glad, because this brother of yours was 

dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ ” 

  

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
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    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Offering and Attendance 

 

  

Our offering to the Lord our Savior God flows from hearts of joy and love. The offering is used 
to support the work of proclaiming the gospel message here and around the world. No one is 
obligated to join in the offering.  

To give an offering electronically, visit our website: www.abiding-love.com/giving and click on 
“donate.”  

We ask our members, friends, and those visiting with us today to complete an attendance 
card located in the seat backs and place it in the offering plate. If your contact information has 
recently changed, please indicate this so we may update our records. 
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+The Sacrament+ 
 

Preface CW 183 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Proper Preface 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on 

the tree of the cross so that the devil, who overcame us by a tree, would in turn 

by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 

heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184 
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Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You 

created the world and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We 

give thanks to you for the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ. 

  

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became 

obedient to death, even death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for 

sin and redeemed us from its curse and penalty. He rescued us from the 

terrors of death and restored eternal life with you. He conquered our enemies 

and gained for us the kingdom of grace and glory. 

  

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember 

his suffering, death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope 

of new life in heaven. Hear our praise and receive our thanks as we worship 

you—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and 

eat; this is my  body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 

me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

 

Distribution 

(Please follow the direction of the ushers.) 
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654 Jesus Sinners Does Receive CW 654 sts. 1–3, 6–7 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.; Erdmann Neumeister, 1671–1756, abr. 
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstädtisches Gesang-Buch, Darmstadt, 1699 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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814 Just as I Am, without One Plea CW 814 

 

 

 
 

5 Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 

wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

because thy promise I believe, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

6 Just as I am; thy love unknown 

has broken ev’ry barrier down; 

now to be thine, yea thine alone, 

    O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
 
Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789–1871 
Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–1868 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Thanksgiving 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Proclamation 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you 

have given us in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, 

nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live 

as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at 

the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

  



21 

 

576 Amazing Grace CW 576 

 

 

 
 
Text (sts. 1–3): John Newton, 1725–1807, alt.; (st. 4): A Collection of Sacred Ballads, Richmond, 1790 
Tune: Columbian Harmony, Cincinnati, 1829, ed. Benjamin Shaw; ed. Charles H. Spilman 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Silent Prayer 

The ushers will dismiss the rows from front to back. 

 

Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 

1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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LAST WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE: 
ATTENDANCE:  Sunday School:   20 Bible Class:  42 

8:00am:  65 10:30am:  125      7:00pm:  15     Total:  205 

Wednesday Evening:        
  

THIS WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE:  

USHERS:  8:00am  Mark & Julie Nygren; Don Schroeder 
  10:30am  Lenny Cannova; Bonnie Landis; Linda Gosey; Larry Iten 
 

ACCOMPANIST:  Jack Lehnhardt 
 

POWER POINT: 8:00am  The Beichlers Next:  Pete Larson  

 10:30am  Finia Wilsch Next:   Finia Wilsch 
  
LIVESTREAM: 10:30am Volker Wilsch Next:    Volker Wilsch 
 
FELLOWSHIP: 8:00am Ranae Hansen 10:30am     
        
NURSERY: 8:00am    10:30am  Chris Karnuth 
 

ALTAR GUILD: 8:00am Lynne LeCount 10:30am  Bonnie Iten 
(3/13 & 3/27) 

 
THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
  

Mon., March 28 7:00pm Evening Worship 

Tues., March 29 8:00am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at House of Omelets 

 6:30pm Women’s Evening Bible Study at the home of   
      Paula Bruns—Book of Acts 

Wed., March 30 8:30am Preschool Chapel 

 10:45am Women’s Bible Study 

 6:15pm Lenten Meal 

 7:00pm Lenten Service    

Thurs., March 31 4:00pm Online Bible Study 

 6:30pm Bible Basics Class 
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ATTENTION WINTER VISITORS 
 

If you have been worshiping with us this winter, please make sure we have your 
contact information before you head home.  If we may include this information in 
our Church Directory, please let the office staff know either by emailing us at 
info@abiding-love.com; or calling us (239-984-1141); or placing a note on your 
attendance card before you leave.  If you would like to receive our monthly 
church newsletter, please let us know, as well.   

God bless you in your travels! 

UKRAINE RELIEF OPPORTUNITY 

The WELS Committee on Aid and Relief has stepped forward to help our congregations 
gather and provide support to the people of Ukraine and especially to the over 700 souls 
that are part of our sister synod -- the Ukrainian Lutheran Church. 

A family from Abiding Love Church has donated $5,000 in matching funds to the WELS 
Ukraine Relief Fund.  This means that for every donation you make, that family will match 
up to $5,000.  You donate $50, they will match your $50; you donate $100, they will 
donate $100, etc. up to $5,000. 

Please use the envelopes at the back of the Church or contact Bob Stumpner, 
bstumpner@gmail.com or 262-224-5900. 

Already two Pastors have lost everything. Their churches and schools have been 
destroyed.  Thank you for your generous support. 

 

 

 

 

MEMBER CARE TEAM 

Would you enjoy befriending a church member who can't make it to church because of 
age or disability?  Do you have a heart for ensuring elderly members are cared for?  Or 
are you willing to provide some specific assistance -- maybe an occasional ride to the 
doctors or some small handyman jobs -- to our homebound?  If you answered "yes", your 
help is wanted! 

The number of Abiding Love members who are either homebound or in an assisted living 
center is growing.  To meet this need, Abiding Love's Board of Elders is building a team 
of lay volunteers who can provide an extra layer of care beyond the monthly visits made 
by our ministry staff. 

If serving in this way appeals to you, please share your name with the office or with our 
pastor or staff minister. 

After gathering volunteers, a training and coordinating session will be held after 
Easter.  The date for this training has not yet been set. 

mailto:info@abiding-love.com
mailto:bstumpner@gmail.com
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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

 

• Maundy Thursday – Thursday, April 14             7:00pm 
Join us for a worship service with Holy Communion as we  
remember the Last Supper of our Lord. 

 

• Good Friday – Friday, April 15              3:30pm  
Enjoy a sacred concert and sermon that will focus on Jesus’ passion. 

The Sound Foundation Choir from Luther High School, Onalaska, WI 
will perform the concert.   
 

• Good Friday – Friday, April 15               7:00pm 
Join us for our traditional Good Friday service. 
 

• Easter Sunday – April 17                

• 8:00am Easter Worship 

• 9:15am Breakfast and Easter activities for children 

• 10:30am Easter Worship 
 

                
ABOUT ABIDING LOVE: Abiding Love Lutheran Church is a congregation in the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), with almost 400,000 members in 49 states 
and missionaries in 23 nations. The WELS is committed to the Scriptures as the inspired, 
inerrant Word of God, and therefore the only guide for faith and life. If you would like to know 
more about us, or if you are seeking Biblical counseling, give  Pastor Gensmer  a call at  
850-445-1970 or email him at: pastor@abiding-love.com.  


