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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“We, as a Christian congregation, are committed to reaching out with the true 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, while living and growing ourselves in God’s Word.” 

WELCOME! 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. In our service we gather before Jesus 

our Savior to offer him worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 

ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word. 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 

• The Elders request that we observe five minutes of quiet time in the sanctuary 

prior to the start of each service.  Please be seated and use this time to 

prepare for worship and read through the bulletin announcements. 

• We love families! Your children are welcome in our service. Thanks for bringing 

them to hear about Jesus. If you would like, there are children’s worship bags 

with lessons, crayons, and books in the back of the church.  An usher can 

assist you.  We ask that you return these to the basket after the service. 

• If you desire, there is a nursery space set up in the Fellowship Hall where 

parents may supervise young children when necessary.  The service may be 

heard from this room. 

• Please silence your cell phones. 
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OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

The Service:  Setting Two 

(page 172 in the front of the hymnal) 

SERIES THEME:  CRUSHED 

When someone is devastated or defeated or despondent we speak of him being 
"crushed." It could be due to some agonizing loss or unrealized dreams. It could 
be due to carrying a crushingly heavy load of guilt over some past mistake. In a 
broken world, it is simply a matter of time before we feel crushed. This is why we 
need Lent. The word Lent comes from an Old English word for Spring: "lengten," 
when the days grow longer. For 1400 years the Church has set aside the 40 days 
between Ash Wednesday and Easter as a time of repentance and renewal. 
Believers humbly acknowledge that sin is the ultimate source of all the crushing 
moments in life. Our sin even crushed Christ. Yet, on Easter Sunday, Jesus took 
up his life again. Our Savior crushed both death and the serpent's head. Yes, 
Lent is a solemn season. But it is also a season of great hope. With the psalmist 
we say, "The Lord saves those who are crushed in spirit." 

THEME OF THE DAY: 
  SHORTCUTS ARE CRUSHED BY DETERMINATION 

Last week we talked about temptation. This week we see what is at the center of 
every temptation: a promise of a shortcut to glory. Even in a world as sharply 
divided as ours, there is near universal agreement that the preferred path to glory 
is the shortest and easiest. To walk the path our Savior puts us on, one on which 
the cross comes before the crown, puts us out of step with the world. Thankfully, 
the determination required to walk this path starts with our Savior and not with 
us. Because of his determination, we are offered a glory far superior to anything 
the world can offer. 
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833 I Run to Christ CW 833 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Chris Anderson, b. 1971 
Tune: Greg Habegger, b. 1973 
Text and tune: © 2010 Church Works Media. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

Invocation 
In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Absolution 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 

Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 

world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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513 In You Is Gladness CW 513 
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Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; Johann Lindemann, 1549–1631 
Tune: Giovanni Giacomo Gastoldi, c. 1556–c. 1622 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 

Children’s Message 

 

+ The Word + 
 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and 

keep us both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the 

body and all evil thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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First Reading Jeremiah 26:8–15 

 8But as soon as Jeremiah finished telling all the people everything the LORD 

had commanded him to say, the priests, the prophets and all the people seized 

him and said, “You must die! 9Why do you prophesy in the LORD’s name that this 

house will be like Shiloh and this city will be desolate and deserted?” And all the 

people crowded around Jeremiah in the house of the LORD. 

 10When the officials of Judah heard about these things, they went up from the 

royal palace to the house of the LORD and took their places at the entrance of 

the New Gate of the LORD’s house. 11Then the priests and the prophets said to 

the officials and all the people, “This man should be sentenced to death because 

he has prophesied against this city. You have heard it with your own ears!” 

 12Then Jeremiah said to all the officials and all the people: “The LORD sent me 

to prophesy against this house and this city all the things you have heard. 13Now 

reform your ways and your actions and obey the LORD your God. Then the LORD 

will relent and not bring the disaster he has pronounced against you. 14As for 

me, I am in your hands; do with me whatever you think is good and right. 15Be 

assured, however, that if you put me to death, you will bring the guilt of innocent 

blood on yourselves and on this city and on those who live in it, for in truth the 

LORD has sent me to you to speak all these words in your hearing.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Stand 

Gospel Acclamation Philippians 2:8 

 

 
Text: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

Tune: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

 

Gospel Luke 13:31–35 

 31At that time some Pharisees came to Jesus and said to him, “Leave this 

place and go somewhere else. Herod wants to kill you.” 

 32He replied, “Go tell that fox, ‘I will keep on driving out demons and healing 

people today and tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal.’ 33In any 

case, I must press on today and tomorrow and the next day—for surely no 

prophet can die outside Jerusalem! 

 34“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to 

you, how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers 

her chicks under her wings, and you were not willing. 35Look, your house is left 

to you desolate. I tell you, you will not see me again until you say, ‘Blessed is he 

who comes in the name of the Lord.’” 
  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated 
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817 Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart CW 817 
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Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–1878, alt.; Martin M. Schalling, 1532–1608 
Tune: Zwey Bücher . . . Tablatur, Strassburg, 1577 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Sermon Philippians 3:17—4:1 

Theme:  “Is There a Shortcut to Heaven?” 

I. The Temptation 

II. Christ’s Determination 

 

 17Join together in following my example, brothers and sisters, and just as you 

have us as a model, keep your eyes on those who live as we do. 18For, as I have 

often told you before and now tell you again even with tears, many live as 

enemies of the cross of Christ. 19Their destiny is destruction, their god is their 

stomach, and their glory is in their shame. Their mind is set on earthly things. 
20But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the 

Lord Jesus Christ, 21who, by the power that enables him to bring everything 

under his control, will transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his 

glorious body. 

 1Therefore, my brothers and sisters, you whom I love and long for, my joy and 

crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, dear friends! 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

 

Prayers for our Homebound Members 

• Roger Miller (on Pine Island) 

• Mary Carnduff (in N. Fort Myers 

• Bob Cornell (in NW Cape Coral) 

• Cathy Reynolds (in N. Fort Myers) 

• Tom Ouimet (in N. Fort Myers) 

• Joyce Suchie (in NW Cape Coral) 

• Charlotte Grice (in SW Cape Coral) 

• Ed Benesch (in Tennessee) 

 

Prayers for our Members in Assisted Living 

• Greg Shelton (Arden Courts, Fort Myers) 

• Pat Reyes (Heartland Health Care, Fort Myers) 

• Marie Russo (Hampton Manor, Cape Coral on Skyline) 

 

 

Offering and Attendance 

 

Our offering to the Lord our Savior God flows from hearts of joy and love. The offering is used 
to support the work of proclaiming the gospel message here and around the world. No one is 
obligated to join in the offering.  

To give an offering electronically, visit our website: www.abiding-love.com/giving and click on 
“donate.”  

We ask our members, friends, and those visiting with us today to complete an attendance 
card located in the seat backs and place it in the offering plate. If your contact information has 
recently changed, please indicate this so we may update our records. 
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+ The Sacrament + 
 

Preface CW 183 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

Proper Preface 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who brought the gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree 

of the cross so that the devil, who overcame us by a tree, would in turn by a tree 

be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 

praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184 

 

 



15 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You 

created the world and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give 

thanks to you for the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ. 

  

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient 

to death, even death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and 

redeemed us from its curse and penalty. He rescued us from the terrors of death 

and restored eternal life with you. He conquered our enemies and gained for us 

the kingdom of grace and glory. 

  

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his 

suffering, death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of 

new life in heaven. Hear our praise and receive our thanks as we worship you—

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 

this is my  body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 

me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

 

 

Distribution 

Please follow the direction of the Ushers. 
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853 I’m But a Stranger Here CW 853 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Thomas R. Taylor, 1807–1835, abr. 
Tune: Arthur S. Sullivan, 1842–1900 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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821 On Eagle’s Wings CW 821 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn continues on next page. 
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Text: Michael Joncas, b. 1951, abr., alt. 
Tune: Michael Joncas, b. 1951 
Text and tune: © 1979 OCP Publications. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

 
 

Thanksgiving 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 
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Proclamation 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

Post-Communion Prayer 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have 

given us in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished 

our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy 

people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding 

supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

  



22 

 

928 May the Grace of Christ Our Savior CW 928 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: John Newton, 1725–1807 

Tune: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Silent Prayer 

 

The Ushers will dismiss the rows from front to back. 
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Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. 

Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved 

worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 
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LAST WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE: 
ATTENDANCE:  Sunday School:   12 Bible Class:  30 

8:00am:  62 10:30am:   165     7:00pm:  17 Total:  244 

Wednesday Evening:  60       
  

THIS WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE:  

USHERS:  8:00am  Mark & Julie Nygren; Don Schroeder 
  10:30am  Lenny Cannova; Bonnie Landis; Linda Gosey; Larry Iten 
 

ACCOMPANIST:  Jack Lehnhardt 

POWER POINT: 8:00am  Jay & Stacey Devlin Next:  Pete Larson  

 10:30am  Ashley Van Tasell Next:   Gia Filipiak 
  
LIVESTREAM: 10:30am Volker Wilsch Next:    Aaron Rys 
 
FELLOWSHIP: 8:00am Scott & Sheryl Ala 10:30am    
        
NURSERY: 8:00am    10:30am   Chris Karnuth 
 

ALTAR GUILD: 8:00am Lynne LeCount 10:30am  Bonnie Iten 
(3/13 & 3/27) 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
  

Mon., March 14 7:00pm Evening Worship 

Tues., March 15 8:00am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at House of Omelets 

 5:30pm Church Council Meeting  

 6:30pm Women’s Evening Bible Study at the home of   
    Paula Bruns—Book of Acts 

Wed., March 16 8:30am Preschool & VPK Chapel 

 10:45am Women’s Bible Study 

 6:15pm Lenten Meal 

 7:00pm Lenten Service    

Thurs., March 17 4:00pm Online Bible Study 

 6:30pm Bible Basics Class 

 7:00pm Wisconsin Choir Concert at Crown of Life Lutheran 

Fri., March 18 NO VPK Spring Break (3/18-3/25) 
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  MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES 

                   Wednesdays at 7:00pm 

The overall theme for our midweek Lenten series is “The Crucial Hours.” The 
series ponders key words and moments from the account of Jesus’ passion that 
demonstrate the thorough completeness of his saving work for us, the breadth and 
depth of his love for us, and the strength of his union with us.  Join us for this walk-
through Christ's passion on Wednesdays, through April 6th. A light dinner will be 
served at 6:15pm followed by our worship service each week.  

 

WISCONSIN LUTHERAN CHOIR CONCERT–Thurs., March 17th 

The Wisconsin Lutheran Choir, together with the Chamber Choir will be 
performing at Crown of Life Lutheran Church in Fort Myers on Thursday, March 
17th at 7:00pm.  This concert is free, and all are invited to attend.  To learn more 
about the choir, visit wlc.edu/choir. 

LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR – April 16th thru 19th  

We are pleased to welcome the Sound Foundation Choir from Luther High 
School from Onalaska, WI on Easter weekend.   

What they will do:  The choir will be enhancing our worship on Easter weekend; 
taking part in a service project for our church; and doing some sightseeing.   

What church needs to do:  Host 8 groups of students (each group is 2-3 
students) 

How long: Saturday, April 16 – Tuesday, April 19 (3-night stay) 

What host families need to provide: Private bedroom, bathroom, breakfast 
Sun, Mon, and Tue, and transportation to and from Abiding Love each morning 
and evening. 

Please see Staff Minister Ben Mahnke if you are willing to assist with housing 
and transportation. 
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CHURCH CLEAN-UP DAY – Saturday, March 26th 9:00am 
 

On Saturday, March 26th, beginning at 9:00am we will hold a church clean-up day.  
There will be projects for all skill levels – special cleaning, straightening up, and 
projects for our building and grounds inside and out. 
 

You are invited to take part in this event.  Not only is it a great way to help your 
church, but it is also a great way to build relationships with other members and 
friends who are part of our church family.  Breakfast treats and coffee will be 
provided! 

                 SERMON ON THE MOUNT  
                     Matthew 5-7 

                      Sunday Mornings at 9:15am 
                     Begins TODAY 

 

TODAY  Who are You?  
March 20  Live in God’s Image 
March 27 Live Not For Yourselves 
April 3   Live in God’s Grace 
April 10  Live as My Disciple.  Follow Me. 

 

YOUTH FUNDRAISER TO SUPPORT CAMP FEES 

Several of our youth (4th grade-12th grade) will be heading to WELS camps this 
summer.  The Youth families will be preparing the Midweek Lent meal next 
Wednesday and will be collecting a free will offering during the meal to help defray 
the cost of attending camp.  This is one way to support their efforts to raise funds.  
Another way is to make a donation toward their camp costs by designating your gift 
as “Youth Camps” in the description line.  Donations are accepted both online and 
by check, payable to Abiding Love Lutheran Church. 
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2022 WELS International Youth Rally  

June 28-July 1 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

 

Are you a high schooler? 

You can go to the WELS International Youth Rally! 

The Rally will be held June 28-July 1 at the University of Tennessee in Knoxville. Our teens will 

have opportunities for fund raising to help defray the cost of the rally and transportation. If you are 

curious, talk to Staff Minister Ben Mahnke. He has more information to share with you! 

Registration runs March 8 - May 31 

$375 early-bird rate for full payment until April 30 

$395 May 1-31 
 

 
CAMP SOUTH 

Will you be a 4th -9th grader in Fall of 2022? 

Then Camp South is for you! 

You are invited to a fantastic week of fun and growth in God’s Word! 
 

Hosted at the Georgia FFA camp in Covington, GA, we’re inviting youth to take part in engaging 

worship and Bible studies, great activities, and opportunities to meet new friends. Our youth will 

have opportunities for fund raising to help defray the cost of the camp and transportation. 

Where – Georgia FFA/FCCLA Camp in Covington, GA 

When – July 25-29 

How much - $295/youth 

Who – those entering 4th-9th grades (in Fall 2022) 
 

If you are curious, talk to Staff Minister Ben Mahnke; he has more information for you! 
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UKRAINE RELIEF OPPORTUNITY 

The WELS Committee on Aid and Relief has stepped forward to help our congregations 

gather and provide support to the people of Ukraine and especially to the over 700 souls 

that are part of our sister synod -- the Ukrainian Lutheran Church. 

 

A special gift has already made it possible for us to have up to $5,000 of special gifts 

matched for the purpose of relief.  From now through Easter, you are invited to give a 

special gift for Ukraine relief.  Please mark your special gift accordingly. 

 

More information will be coming soon. 
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ABOUT ABIDING LOVE: Abiding Love Lutheran Church is a congregation in the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), with almost 400,000 members in 49 states 
and missionaries in 23 nations. The WELS is committed to the Scriptures as the inspired, 
inerrant Word of God, and therefore the only guide for faith and life. If you would like to know 
more about us, or if you are seeking Biblical counseling, give  Pastor Gensmer  a call at  
850-445-1970 or email him at: pastor@abiding-love.com.  

 

 
HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

 

• Maundy Thursday – Thursday, April 14             7:00pm 
Join us for a worship service with Holy Communion as we  
remember the Last Supper of our Lord. 

 

• Good Friday – Friday, April 15              3:30pm  
Enjoy a sacred concert and sermon that will focus on Jesus’ passion. 

The Sound Foundation Choir from Luther High School, Onalaska, WI 
will perform the concert.   
 

• Good Friday – Friday, April 15               7:00pm 
Join us for our traditional Good Friday service. 
 

• Easter Sunday – April 17                

• 8:00am Easter Worship 

• 9:15am Breakfast and Easter activities for children 

• 10:30am Easter Worship 
 


