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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“We, as a Christian congregation, are committed to reaching out with the true 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, while living and growing ourselves in God’s Word.” 

WELCOME! 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. In our service we gather before Jesus 

our Savior to offer him worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 

ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word. 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 

• The Elders request that we observe five minutes of quiet time in the sanctuary 

prior to the start of each service.  Please be seated and use this time to 

prepare for worship and read through the bulletin announcements. 

• We love families! Your children are welcome in our service. Thanks for bringing 

them to hear about Jesus. If you would like, there are children’s worship bags 

with lessons, crayons, and books in the back of the church.  An usher can 

assist you.   

• If you desire, there is a nursery space set up in the Fellowship Hall where 

parents may supervise young children when necessary.  The service may be 

heard from this room. 

• Please silence your cell phones. 
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OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

The Service:  Setting Two 

(page 172 in the front of the hymnal) 

THEME OF THE DAY: 
OUR TEMPTATION IS CRUSHED BY CHRIST'S 

OBEDIENCE 

It was a custom known as "battle by champion." Two opposing armies would 
each send out their best warrior to fight each other. That is what we see this 
week. The demons send their champion: Satan. Humanity's best warrior, Jesus 
Christ, steps forward to meet him. In this fight he does not use his divine power. 
He uses the same weapon we have, God's Word. Because Christ fought the 
battle against Satan as one of us, he won that battle for all of us. Jesus is our 
perfect substitute. Even as the devil still seethes in rage against us, we can face 
him and his temptations unafraid, confident that our champion has already won 
the victory. 
 

  

SERIES THEME:  CRUSHED 

When someone is devastated or defeated or despondent, we speak of him being 
"crushed." It could be due to some agonizing loss or unrealized dreams. It could 
be due to carrying a crushingly heavy load of guilt over some past mistake. In a 
broken world, it is simply a matter of time before we feel crushed. This is why 
we need Lent. The word Lent comes from an Old English word for Spring: 
"lengten," when the days grow longer. For 1400 years the Church has set aside 
the 40 days between Ash Wednesday and Easter as a time of repentance and 
renewal. Believers humbly acknowledge that sin is the ultimate source of all the 
crushing moments in life. Our sin even crushed Christ.  Yet, on Easter Sunday, 
Jesus took up his life again. Our Savior crushed both death and the serpent's 
head. Yes, Lent is a solemn season. But it is also a season of great hope. With 
the psalmist we say, "The Lord saves those who are crushed in spirit." 
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HYMN 523 How Deep the Father’s Love for Us CW 523 

1. How deep the Father’s love for us, 
How vast beyond all measure, 
That he should give his only Son 
To make a wretch his treasure. 
How great the pain of searing loss. 
The Father turns his face away 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory. 
  

2. Behold the Man upon a cross, 
My sin upon his shoulders. 
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers. 
It was my sin that held him there 
Until it was accomplished; 
His dying breath has brought me life. 
I know that it is finished. 
 

3. I will not boast in anything;  
No gifts, no power, no wisdom. 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ; 
His death and resurrection. 
Why should I gain from his reward? 
I cannot give an answer.  
But this I know with all my heart: 
His wounds have paid my ransom. 

 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Absolution 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 

Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 

world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Lord, Have Mercy (8:00 Service only) CW 174 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

 
For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and 

for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.  

 
For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us 

pray to the Lord.  

 
Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.  

 
Tune: Marty Haugen 

Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
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VPK Sings “Praise Him, Praise Him”  
(10:30 Service only) “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb” 

 

Children's Sermon 

 

+The Word+ 
 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Mighty God and Father, our Lord Jesus walked into the wilderness to face the 

devil’s temptations, but he did not succumb to Satan’s lies or falter in his resolve 

to save the world from the prison of hell. Bolster our faith by his mighty victory 

that we may battle against the forces of evil with courage and confidence; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading 1 Samuel 17:4–11, 32–40, 45–49 

 4A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath, came out of the Philistine 

camp. His height was six cubits and a span. 5He had a bronze helmet on his 

head and wore a coat of scale armor of bronze weighing five thousand shekels; 
6on his legs he wore bronze greaves, and a bronze javelin was slung on his 
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back. 7His spear shaft was like a weaver’s rod, and its iron point weighed six 

hundred shekels. His shield bearer went ahead of him. 

 8Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why do you come out and 

line up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not the servants of Saul? 

Choose a man and have him come down to me. 9If he is able to fight and kill me, 

we will become your subjects; but if I overcome him and kill him, you will become 

our subjects and serve us.” 10Then the Philistine said, “This day I defy the armies 

of Israel! Give me a man and let us fight each other.” 11On hearing the Philistine’s 

words, Saul and all the Israelites were dismayed and terrified. 

 32David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your 

servant will go and fight him.” 

 33Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; 

you are only a young man, and he has been a warrior from his youth.” 

 34But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. 

When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 35I went after 

it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized 

it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 36Your servant has killed both the lion and the 

bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has 

defied the armies of the living God. 37The LORD who rescued me from the paw 

of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the hand of this Philistine.” 

 Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you.” 

 38Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armor on him 

and a bronze helmet on his head. 39David fastened on his sword over the tunic 

and tried walking around, because he was not used to them. 

 “I cannot go in these,” he said to Saul, “because I am not used to them.” So 

he took them off. 40Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones 

from the stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd’s bag and, with his sling 

in his hand, approached the Philistine. 

 45David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and spear and 

javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the 

armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46This day the LORD will deliver you into 

my hands, and I’ll strike you down and cut off your head. This very day I will give 
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the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds and the wild animals, and the 

whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 47All those gathered here will 

know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the 

LORD’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.” 

 48As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the 

battle line to meet him. 49Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung 

it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, 

and he fell facedown on the ground. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation 1 John 3:8 

 

 
Text: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

Tune: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
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Gospel Luke 4:1–13 

 1Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the 

wilderness, 2where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing 

during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry. 

 3The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become 

bread.” 

 4Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.’” 

 5The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the 

kingdoms of the world. 6And he said to him, “I will give you all their authority and 

splendor; it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to. 7If you 

worship me, it will all be yours.” 

 8Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve him 

only.’” 

 9The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the 

temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down from here. 
10For it is written: 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you 

 to guard you carefully; 
11they will lift you up in their hands, 

 so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’” 

 12Jesus answered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 

 13When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune 

time. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 
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HYMN 863 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God CW 863 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. composite; Martin Luther, 1483–1546 

Tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon Hebrews 4:14–16 

Theme: “Jesus Christ is Our Confidence Before Temptation” 

I. Confidence that there is Mercy for the Temptations that have Tripped Us 

II. Confidence that there is Help for the Temptations Still Before Us 

 

 14Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into 

heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 15For 

we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, 

but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are—yet he 

did not sin. 16Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so 

that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 

  

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 
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On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

 

Offering and Attendance 

 

Our offering to the Lord our Savior God flows from hearts of joy and love. The offering 
is used to support the work of proclaiming the gospel message here and around the 
world. No one is obligated to join in the offering. To give an offering electronically, visit 
our website: www.abiding-love.com/giving and click on “donate.” We ask our members, 
friends, and those visiting with us today to complete an attendance card located in the 
seat backs and place it in the offering plate. If your contact information has recently 
changed, please indicate this so we may update our records. 
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Prayer 

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe 

and do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we 

may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in 

death, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

Hymn 802 All Is Well CW 802 

1 The sun beams on behind the clouds 
and in the dark still grace abounds; 
all is well because of God’s great love. 
The road of disappointment runs 
where unseen mercies wait for us, 
and all is well because of God’s great love. (Refrain) 

Hymn continues on next page. 
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Refrain: How brightly shines the love of the Father 

in our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
With faithful hands he fulfills ev’ry promise; 
he will never leave our side. 

 
2 He feels our weakness, knows our need, 

and for our good he intercedes; 
all is well because of God’s great love. 
Through ev’ry failure, ev’ry fear, 
the Lord of comfort draws us near, 
and all is well because of God’s great love. (Refrain) 

 
3 His coming soon will fill the sky 

and all that’s wrong will be made right; 
with newborn eyes we will behold 
the glory of the risen Lord. 
All will be well because of God’s great love; 
yes, all is well because of God’s great love. (Refrain) 

Text: Vikki Cook, b. 1960; Steve Cook, b. 1958 

Text: © 2012 Sovereign Grace Worship, admin. Integrity Music. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

510 In Christ Alone CW 510 

1 In Christ alone my hope is found.  
He is my light, my strength, my song;  

  This cornerstone, this solid ground,  
  Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.  
  What heights of love, what depths of peace,  
  When fears are stilled, when strivings cease!  
  My Comforter, my all in all, Here in the love of Christ I stand. 

Hymn continues on next page. 
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2 In Christ alone—who took on flesh,  

Fullness of God in helpless babe.  
  This gift of love and righteousness,  
  Scorned by the ones he came to save.  
  Till on that cross, as Jesus died,  
  The wrath of God was satisfied;  
  For ev’ry sin on him was laid. 
   Here in the death of Christ I live. 
  

3 There in the ground his body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain;  

  Then bursting forth in glorious day  
  Up from the grave he rose again!  
  And as he stands in victory,  
  Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me.  
  For I am his and he is mine— 
  Bought with the precious blood of Christ. 
  

4 No guilt in life, no fear in death,  
This is the pow’r of Christ in me;  

  From life’s first cry to final breath, 
  Jesus commands my destiny.  
  No pow’r of hell, no scheme of man  
  Can ever pluck me from his hand;  
  Till he returns or calls me home,  
  Here in the pow’r of Christ I’ll stand. 
  

 

Silent Prayer 

 

The Ushers will dismiss the rows from front to back. 

 

Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 

1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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LAST WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE: 
ATTENDANCE:  Sunday School:   12 Bible Class:  31 

8:00am:  60 10:30am:   104     7:00pm:  15 Total:  179 

Ash Wednesday:  96       
  

THIS WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE:  

USHERS:  8:00am  Mark & Julie Nygren; Don Schroeder 
  10:30am  Lenny Cannova; Bonnie Landis; Linda Gosey; Larry Iten 
 

ACCOMPANIST:  Robert Lozen 

POWER POINT: 8:00am  Pete Larson Next:  Jay & Stacey Devlin  

 10:30am  Gia Filipiak Next:   Ashley Van Tasell 
  
LIVESTREAM: 10:30am Aaron Rys  Next:    Volker Wilsch  
 
FELLOWSHIP: 8:00am    10:30am    
        
NURSERY: 8:00am    10:30am   Chris Karnuth 
 

ALTAR GUILD: 8:00am Lynne LeCount 10:30am  Bonnie Iten 
(3/13 & 3/27) 
THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
  

Monday, March 7 7:00pm Evening Worship 

Tuesday, March 8 8:00am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at Perkins on Del Prado 

 6:30pm Women’s Evening Bible Study at the home of   
    Paula Bruns—Book of Acts 

Wednesday March 9 8:30am Preschool & VPK Chapel 

 10:45am Women’s Bible Study 

 6:15pm Lenten Meal 

 7:00pm Lenten Service    

Thursday, March 10 4:00pm Online Bible Study 

 6:30pm Bible Basics Class 

Saturday, March 12 9:00am Sunday School Meeting 

 9:00am LWMS Sun Coast Circuit Spring Rally 
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LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR – April 16th thru 19th  

We are pleased to welcome the Sound Foundation Choir from Luther High School 
from Onalaska, WI on Easter weekend.   

What they will do:  The choir will be enhancing our worship on Easter weekend; taking 
part in a service project for our church; and doing some sightseeing.   

What church needs to do:  Host 8 groups of students (each group is 2-3 students) 

How long: Saturday, April 16 – Tuesday, April 19 (3-night stay) 

What host families need to provide: Private bedroom, bathroom, breakfast Sun, Mon, 
and Tue, and transportation to and from Abiding Love each morning and evening. 

Please see Staff Minister Ben Mahnke if you are willing to assist with housing and 
transportation. 

MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES 

                   Wednesdays at 7:00pm 

The overall theme for our midweek Lenten series is “The Crucial Hours.” The 
series ponders key words and moments from the account of Jesus’ passion that 
demonstrate the thorough completeness of his saving work for us, the breadth and 
depth of his love for us, and the strength of his union with us.  Join us for this walk-
through Christ's passion on Wednesdays, through April 6th. A light dinner will be 
served at 6:15pm followed by our worship service each week.  

 

WISCONSIN LUTHERAN CHOIR CONCERT–Thurs., March 17th 

The Wisconsin Lutheran Choir, together with the Chamber Choir will be 
performing at Crown of Life Lutheran Church in Fort Myers on Thursday, March 
17th at 7:00pm.  This concert is free, and all are invited to attend.  To learn 
more about the choir, visit wlc.edu/choir. 

ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

ECCLESIASTES:  THE MEANING OF LIFE 

Please join Pastor Gensmer for Bible Study TODAY at 9:15am. 

 TODAY  The End of the Matter 
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CHURCH CLEAN-UP DAY – Saturday, March 26th 9:00am 
 

On Saturday, March 26th, beginning at 9:00am we will hold a church clean-up day.  
There will be projects for all skill levels – special cleaning, straightening up, and 
projects for our building and grounds inside and out. 
 

You are invited to take part in this event.  Not only is it a great way to help your 
church, but it is also a great way to build relationships with other members and 
friends who are part of our church family.  Breakfast treats and coffee will be 
provided! 

LWMS SUN COAST CIRCUIT SPRING RALLY – Sat., March 12th 

“Equipping the World to Learn & Share God’s Word” 

The Sun Coast Circuit of the LWMS will hold its Spring Rally on Saturday, March 

12th at 9:00am (registration begins at 8:30am).  Crown of Life in Fort Myers is the 

site of this year’s rally.  This year’s presenter is Pastor Daniel Laitinen.  For more 

information, contact Ellen Krueger (ellenrkrueger@gmail.com). 

2022 WELS International Youth Rally  

June 28-July 1 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

 

Are you a high schooler? 

You can go to the WELS International Youth Rally! 

The Rally will be held June 28-July 1 at the University of Tennessee in Knoxville. Our 

teens will have opportunities for fund raising to help defray the cost of the rally and 

transportation. If you are curious, talk to Staff Minister Ben Mahnke. He has more 

information to share with you! 

Registration runs March 8 - May 31 

$375 early-bird rate for full payment until April 30 

$395 May 1-31 
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CAMP SOUTH 
Will you be a 4th -9th grader in Fall of 2022? 

Then Camp South is for you! 

You are invited to a fantastic week of fun and growth in God’s Word! 
 

Hosted at the Georgia FFA camp in Covington, GA, we’re inviting youth to take part in 

engaging worship and Bible studies, great activities, and opportunities to meet new friends. 

Our youth will have opportunities for fund raising to help defray the cost of the camp and 

transportation. 

Where – Georgia FFA/FCCLA Camp in Covington, GA 

When – July 25-29 

How much - $295/youth 

Who – those entering 4th-9th grades (in Fall 2022) 
 

If you are curious, talk to Staff Minister Ben Mahnke; he has more information for you! 

                
ABOUT ABIDING LOVE: Abiding Love Lutheran Church is a congregation in the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), with almost 400,000 members in 49 states 
and missionaries in 23 nations. The WELS is committed to the Scriptures as the inspired, 
inerrant Word of God, and therefore the only guide for faith and life. If you would like to know 
more about us, or if you are seeking Biblical counseling, give Pastor Gensmer a call at 850-
445-1970 or email him at: pastor@abiding-love.com.  

                 SERMON ON THE MOUNT  
                     Matthew 5-7 

                      Sunday Mornings at 9:15am 
                     Begins March 13th 

 

March 13  Who are You?  

March 20  Live in God’s Image 

March 27 Live Not For Yourselves 

April 3  Live in God’s Grace 

April 10  Live as My Disciple.  Follow Me. 

 


