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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“We, as a Christian congregation, are committed to reaching out with the true 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, while living and growing ourselves in God’s Word.” 

WELCOME! 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. In our service we gather before Jesus 

our Savior to offer him worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 

ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word. 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 

• The Elders request that we observe five minutes of quiet time in the sanctuary 

prior to the start of each service.  Please be seated and use this time to 

prepare for worship and read through the bulletin announcements. 

• We love families! Your children are welcome in our service. Thanks for bringing 

them to hear about Jesus. If you would like, there are children’s worship bags 

with lessons, crayons, and books in the back of the church.  An usher can 

assist you.  We ask that you return these to the basket after the service. 

• If you desire, there is a nursery space set up in the Fellowship Hall where 

parents may supervise young children when necessary.  The service may be 

heard from this room. 

• Please silence your cell phones. 

March 20, 2022 THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 

mailto:preschool@abiding-love.com
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OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

The Service:  Setting Two 

(page 172 in the front of the hymnal) 

Series Theme:  Crushed 

When someone is devastated or defeated or despondent we speak of him being 
"crushed." It could be due to some agonizing loss or unrealized dreams. It could be due 
to carrying a crushingly heavy load of guilt over some past mistake. In a broken world, it 
is simply a matter of time before we feel crushed. This is why we need Lent. The word 
Lent comes from an Old English word for Spring: "lengten," when the days grow longer. 
For 1400 years the Church has set aside the 40 days between Ash Wednesday and 
Easter as a time of repentance and renewal. Believers humbly acknowledge that sin is 
the ultimate source of all the crushing moments in life. Our sin even crushed Christ. Yet, 
on Easter Sunday, Jesus took up his life again. Our Savior crushed both death and the 
serpent's head. Yes, Lent is a solemn season. But it is also a season of great hope. With 
the psalmist we say, "The Lord saves those who are crushed in spirit." 
 

Theme of the Day:   
False Security is Crushed by Faithful Presence 

Where is God? This is one of human beings' most frequently-asked and incorrectly-
answered questions. We are tempted to believe that evidence of God's presence is found 
in outward circumstances. We equate good fortune with God's favor and bad fortune with 
his judgment. So, as long as nothing terrible is happening, God must not be too angry 
with us, right? We are free to go on sinning. Such foolish assumptions must be crushed. 
Therefore, God must constantly remind us where he intends to be found—in the gospel. 
He makes himself present in Word and sacraments. Because he is always present, we 
realize the urgent need to turn away from the sin he despises. Because his presence is 
graciously hidden, we are drawn to him for forgiveness rather than driven away from him 
in fear. 
 

Cover art by Ashley Van Tasell 
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833 I Run to Christ CW 833 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Chris Anderson, b. 1971 
Tune: Greg Habegger, b. 1973 
Text and tune: © 2010 Church Works Media. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
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Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Absolution 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 

Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 

world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Children's Sermon 
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 174 
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Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

 

Glory to God in the Highest CW 176 
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Tune: Marty Haugen 
Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

 

+ The Word + 
 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

O God, whose glory it is always to have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone 

astray from your ways, and bring them again with penitent hearts and steadfast 

faith to embrace and hold fast the unchangeable truth of your Word; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 



10 

 

First Reading Exodus 3:1–15 

 1Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of 

Midian, and he led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, 

the mountain of God. 2There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of 

fire from within a bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not 

burn up. 3So Moses thought, “I will go over and see this strange sight—why the 

bush does not burn up.” 

 4When the LORD saw that he had gone over to look, God called to him from 

within the bush, “Moses! Moses!” 

 And Moses said, “Here I am.” 

 5“Do not come any closer,” God said. “Take off your sandals, for the place 

where you are standing is holy ground.” 6Then he said, “I am the God of your 

father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.” At this, 

Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God. 

 7The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have 

heard them crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about 

their suffering. 8So I have come down to rescue them from the hand of the 

Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land into a good and spacious land, 

a land flowing with milk and honey—the home of the Canaanites, Hittites, 

Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites. 9And now the cry of the Israelites 

has reached me, and I have seen the way the Egyptians are oppressing them. 
10So now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out 

of Egypt.” 

 11But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to Pharaoh and bring the 

Israelites out of Egypt?” 

 12And God said, “I will be with you. And this will be the sign to you that it is I 

who have sent you: When you have brought the people out of Egypt, you will 

worship God on this mountain.” 
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 13Moses said to God, “Suppose I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The 

God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ 

Then what shall I tell them?” 

 14God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the 

Israelites: ‘I AM has sent me to you.’ ” 

 15God also said to Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD, the God of your 

fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent 

me to you.’ 

“This is my name forever, 

 the name you shall call me 

 from generation to generation. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation 2 Peter 3:9 

 

 
 
Text: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. (refrain). Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
Tune: © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
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Gospel Luke 13:1–9 

 1Now there were some present at that time who told Jesus about the Galileans 

whose blood Pilate had mixed with their sacrifices. 2Jesus answered, “Do you 

think that these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans 

because they suffered this way? 3I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too 

will all perish. 4Or those eighteen who died when the tower in Siloam fell on 

them—do you think they were more guilty than all the others living in Jerusalem? 
5I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.” 

 6Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree growing in his vineyard, and 

he went to look for fruit on it but did not find any. 7So he said to the man who 

took care of the vineyard, ‘For three years now I’ve been coming to look for fruit 

on this fig tree and haven’t found any. Cut it down! Why should it use up the 

soil?’ 

 8“ ‘Sir,’ the man replied, ‘leave it alone for one more year, and I’ll dig around it 

and fertilize it. 9If it bears fruit next year, fine! If not, then cut it down.’ ” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 

 

867 Afflicted Saint, to Christ Draw Near CW 867 

1 Afflicted saint, to Christ draw near, 

Your Savior's gracious promise hear; 

His faithful Word you can believe: 

That as your days your strength shall be. 

 

2 Your faith is weak, your foes are strong, 

And if the conflict should be long, 

The Lord will make the tempter flee 

That as your days your strength shall be. (Refrain) 
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Refrain: 

So, sing with joy, afflicted one; 

The battle's fierce, but the victory's won! 

God shall supply all that you need; 

Yes, as your days your strength shall be. 

 

3 Should persecution rage and flame, 

Still trust in your Redeemer's name. 

In fiery trials you shall see 

That as your days your strength shall be.  (Refrain) 

 

4 When called to bear your weighty cross 

Or sore affliction, pain, or loss, 

Or deep distress or poverty, 

Still as your days your strength shall be.  (Refrain) 

 
Text (verses): John Fawcett, 1740-1817, alt.; (refrain): Constance Dever, b. 1960 

Music:  Constance Dever, b. 1960 

Text and music: c 2018 Sovereign Grace Worship (ASCAP) (adm.at CapitolCMGPublishing.com) 

 

 

Sermon 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

Theme:  “Beware the Sinking Sand of False Security” 

I. God Crushes the Heart Secure in Evil  

II. God Crushes our Insecurity over Sin by His Faithful Presence 

1For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers and sisters, that our 

ancestors were all under the cloud and that they all passed through the sea. 
2They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 3They all ate the 

same spiritual food 4and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the 

spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was Christ. 5Nevertheless, 

God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were scattered in the 

wilderness. 

 6Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts 

on evil things as they did. 7Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is 

written: “The people sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in revelry.” 



14 

 
8We should not commit sexual immorality, as some of them did—and in one day 

twenty-three thousand of them died. 9We should not test Christ, as some of them 

did—and were killed by snakes. 10And do not grumble, as some of them did—

and were killed by the destroying angel. 

 11These things happened to them as examples and were written down as 

warnings for us, on whom the culmination of the ages has come. 12So, if you 

think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall! 13No temptation has 

overtaken you except what is common to mankind. And God is faithful; he will 

not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, 

he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it. 

  

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Offering and Attendance 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

  

Our offering to the Lord our Savior God flows from hearts of joy and love. The offering is used 
to support the work of proclaiming the gospel message here and around the world. No one is 
obligated to join in the offering.  

To give an offering electronically, visit our website: www.abiding-love.com/giving and click on 
“donate.”  

We ask our members, friends, and those visiting with us today to complete an attendance 
card located in the seat backs and place it in the offering plate. If your contact information has 
recently changed, please indicate this so we may update our records. 
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721 What a Friend We Have in Jesus CW 721 

 

 

 

 
 

Text: Joseph M. Scriven, 1819–1886, alt. 
Tune: Charles C. Converse, 1832–1918 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 
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564 My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less CW 564 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Text: Edward Mote, 1797–1874, alt. 
Tune: William B. Bradbury, 1816–1868 
Text and tune: Public domain 

Silent Prayer 

The Ushers will dismiss the rows from front to back. 

Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by 

Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House; Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing 

House. 
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LAST WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE: 
ATTENDANCE:  Sunday School:   12 Bible Class:  35 

8:00am:  58 10:30am:   150     7:00pm:  20 Total:  228 

Wednesday Evening:  66      
  

THIS WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE:  

USHERS:  8:00am  Mark & Julie Nygren; Don Schroeder 
  10:30am  Lenny Cannova; Bonnie Landis; Linda Gosey; Larry Iten 
 

ACCOMPANIST:  Robert Lozen 

FLAUTIST: Finia Wilsch 

POWER POINT: 8:00am  Pete Larson Next:  Wendy & Kevin Beichler  

 10:30am  Gia Filipiak Next:   Finia Wilsch 
  
LIVESTREAM: 10:30am Aaron Rys  Next:    Volker Wilsch 
 
FELLOWSHIP: 8:00am    10:30am Chris Karnuth   
        
NURSERY: 8:00am    10:30am   Chris Karnuth 
 

ALTAR GUILD: 8:00am Lynne LeCount 10:30am  Bonnie Iten 
(3/13 & 3/27) 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
  

Mar. 21-Mar. 25 NO VPK Spring Break (3/18-3/25) 

Mon., March 21 7:00pm Evening Worship 

Tues., March 22 8:00am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at House of Omelets 

 6:30pm Women’s Evening Bible Study at the home of   
    Paula Bruns—Book of Acts 

Wed., March 23 10:45am Women’s Bible Study 

 6:15pm Lenten Meal 

 7:00pm Lenten Service    

Thurs., March 24 4:00pm Online Bible Study 

 6:30pm Bible Basics Class 

Sat., March 25 9:00am Church Clean Up Day  
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UKRAINE RELIEF OPPORTUNITY 

The WELS Committee on Aid and Relief has stepped forward to help our congregations 

gather and provide support to the people of Ukraine and especially to the over 700 souls 

that are part of our sister synod -- the Ukrainian Lutheran Church. 

A family from Abiding Love Church has donated $5,000 in matching funds to the WELS 

Ukraine Relief Fund.  This means that for every donation you make, that family will match 

up to $5,000.  You donate $50, they will match your $50; you donate $100, they will 

donate $100, etc. up to $5,000. 

Please use the envelopes at the back of the Church or contact Bob Stumpner, 

bstumpner@gmail.com or 262-224-5900. 

Already two Pastors have lost everything. Their churches and schools have been 

destroyed. 

Thank you for your generous support. 

 

 

 

 
LUTHER HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR – April 16th thru 19th  

We are pleased to welcome the Sound Foundation Choir from Luther High 

School from Onalaska, WI on Easter weekend.   

What they will do:  The choir will be enhancing our worship on Easter weekend; 

taking part in a service project for our church; and doing some sightseeing.   

What church needs to do:  Host 8 groups of students (each group is 2-3 

students) 

How long: Saturday, April 16 – Tuesday, April 19 (3-night stay) 

What host families need to provide: Private bedroom, bathroom, breakfast Sun, 

Mon, and Tue, and transportation to and from Abiding Love each morning and 

evening. 

Please see Staff Minister Ben Mahnke if you are willing to assist with housing and 

transportation. 

mailto:bstumpner@gmail.com
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MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES 

                   Wednesdays at 7:00pm 

The overall theme for our midweek Lenten series is “The Crucial Hours.” The series 
ponders key words and moments from the account of Jesus’ passion that 
demonstrate the thorough completeness of his saving work for us, the breadth and 
depth of his love for us, and the strength of his union with us.  Join us for this walk-
through Christ's passion on Wednesdays, through April 6th. A light dinner will be 
served at 6:15pm followed by our worship service each week.  

DONATE TOWARD YOUTH CAMPS 

Several of our youth (4th grade-12th grade) will be heading to WELS camps this 
summer.  If you would like to make a donation toward their camp costs you may 
designate your gift as “Youth Camps” in the description line.  Donations are 
accepted both online and by check made payable to Abiding Love Lutheran Church. 

 
CHURCH CLEAN-UP DAY – Saturday, March 26th 9:00am 
 

On Saturday, March 26th, beginning at 9:00am we will hold a church clean-up day.  
There will be projects for all skill levels – special cleaning, straightening up, and 
projects for our building and grounds inside and out. 
 

You are invited to take part in this event.  Not only is it a great way to help your 
church, but it is also a great way to build relationships with other members and 
friends who are part of our church family.  Breakfast treats and coffee will be 
provided! 
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2022 WELS International Youth Rally  

June 28-July 1 
University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

 

Are you a high schooler? 

You can go to the WELS International Youth Rally! 

The Rally will be held June 28-July 1 at the University of Tennessee in Knoxville. Our teens will 

have opportunities for fund raising to help defray the cost of the rally and transportation. If you are 

curious, talk to Staff Minister Ben Mahnke. He has more information to share with you! 

Registration runs March 8 - May 31 

$375 early-bird rate for full payment until April 30 

$395 May 1-31 
 

 
CAMP SOUTH 

Will you be a 4th -9th grader in Fall of 2022? 

Then Camp South is for you! 

You are invited to a fantastic week of fun and growth in God’s Word! 
 

Hosted at the Georgia FFA camp in Covington, GA, we’re inviting youth to take part in engaging 

worship and Bible studies, great activities, and opportunities to meet new friends. Our youth will 

have opportunities for fund raising to help defray the cost of the camp and transportation. 

Where – Georgia FFA/FCCLA Camp in Covington, GA 

When – July 25-29 

How much - $295/youth 

Who – those entering 4th-9th grades (in Fall 2022) 
 

If you are curious, talk to Staff Minister Ben Mahnke; he has more information for you! 
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ATTENTION WINTER VISITORS 
 

If you have been worshiping with us this winter, please make sure we have your 

contact information before you head home.  If we may include this information in 

our Church Directory, please let the office staff know either by emailing us at 

info@abiding-love.com; or calling us (239-984-1141); or placing a note on your 

attendance card before you leave.  If you would like to receive our monthly 

church newsletter, please let us know, as well.   

God bless you in your travels! 

 
 

EASTER LILIES 

If you are interested in purchasing an Easter Lily to help beautify the church altar 

on Easter Sunday, there is a sign-up sheet located on the bulletin board in the 

entryway. Lilies are $8/plant (cash). Place your payment in one of the flower 

donation envelopes and put it in the offering plate or in the church office. 

mailto:info@abiding-love.com
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MEMBER CARE TEAM 

Would you enjoy befriending a church member who can't make it to church 
because of age or disability?  Do you have a heart for ensuring elderly members 
are cared for?  Or are you willing to provide some specific assistance -- maybe an 
occasional ride to the doctors or some small handyman jobs -- to our 
homebound?  If you answered "yes", your help is wanted! 

The number of Abiding Love members who are either homebound or in an 
assisted living center is growing.  To meet this need, Abiding Love's Board of 
Elders is building a team of lay volunteers who can provide an extra layer of care 
beyond the monthly visits made by our ministry staff. 

If serving in this way appeals to you, please share your name with the office or 
with our pastor or staff minister. 

After gathering volunteers, a training and coordinating session will be held after 
Easter.  The date for this training has not yet been set. 
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HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

 

• Maundy Thursday – Thursday, April 14             7:00pm 
Join us for a worship service with Holy Communion as we  
remember the Last Supper of our Lord. 

 

• Good Friday – Friday, April 15              3:30pm  
Enjoy a sacred concert and sermon that will focus on Jesus’ passion. 

The Sound Foundation Choir from Luther High School, Onalaska, WI 
will perform the concert.   
 

• Good Friday – Friday, April 15               7:00pm 
Join us for our traditional Good Friday service. 
 

• Easter Sunday – April 17                

• 8:00am Easter Worship 

• 9:15am Breakfast and Easter activities for children 

• 10:30am Easter Worship 
 

                
ABOUT ABIDING LOVE: Abiding Love Lutheran Church is a congregation in the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), with almost 400,000 members in 49 states 
and missionaries in 23 nations. The WELS is committed to the Scriptures as the inspired, 
inerrant Word of God, and therefore the only guide for faith and life. If you would like to know 
more about us, or if you are seeking Biblical counseling, give  Pastor Gensmer  a call at  
850-445-1970 or email him at: pastor@abiding-love.com.  


