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Genesis 35:1-22 
Jacob fulfills his promise at Bethel 

(The People’s Bible, Genesis, pages 286-292) 

Look 

Verse 1 “Go up to Bethel.” Perhaps ten years had passed since Jacob and his family returned to Canaan. 
When he fled from his brother, Esau, he had promised to set up an altar to God at Bethel. When 
he came from Haran, he stopped short of Bethel by settling in Shechem.  

Verse 8 “Deborah”—This was Rebekah’s nurse. Perhaps Rebekah had died by this time and Deborah had 
returned to her people in Haran. There she may have joined Jacob’s household. This is 
speculation, but it would fit the facts. 

Verse 20 “And to this day”—That is, at the time when Moses wrote this account. 

Discuss 

1. It’s hard to think that Jacob was justified in waiting so long to go to Bethel. It is also hard to imagine that 
Jacob forgot his promise. From verses 2-4, what might have been the reason why Jacob did not immediately 
go to Bethel?  

 

 

 

2. Jacob fulfilled his promise. At this point (verse 9), the Lord reaffirmed his promise to Jacob. He also 
reaffirmed his name change. Why do you think the Lord chose this time and place to give Jacob these 
blessings? 

 

 

 

3. What sin did Reuben commit? The sin may have involved more than sexual lust. What might Reuben have 
been attempting to do by sleeping with his father’s concubine? (Hint: Another son, a son of David, did a 
similar thing when he usurped his father’s throne.) 

 

 

 

Apply 

4. Has there ever been a time in your life when your spiritual life was at a low ebb and the Lord did things to 
point you in the right direction again? If you wish, share this with the class. 

 

 

 

God continued to be faithful to his servant Jacob even when Jacob neglected to be faithful to his God. Jacob 
continued to move south. 
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Genesis 35:23–36:43 
Isaac dies; Esau’s family 

(The People’s Bible, Genesis, pages 292-299) 

Look 

In chapter 35, Moses lists the descendants of Jacob. The Israelites were no doubt familiar with many of the clans 
that came from Jacob. While this information may not be that important to us, it certainly was to God’s people. 

35:22 “Twelve sons”—It would be helpful to memorize these sons and their mothers. At the very least, 
remember that Leah had six sons. The first three forfeited the blessing. The fourth, Judah, would 
receive the promise. Rachel had two children, the two youngest. They would play a prominent 
role in Israel’s history. Although the promised Savior would come through Judah, Joseph would 
inherit the double portion. The tribe of Benjamin would ally with Judah and be allowed to 
continue living in the Promised Land after the ten northern tribes were carried into captivity. 

35:28 “Isaac lived a hundred and eighty years.” Of the three patriarchs, Isaac lived the longest. 

36:1 “The account of Esau”—This is the ninth history in the book of Genesis. 

36:8 “Esau . . . Edom”—The name Esau may mean “hairy.” The name Edom means “red.” The place 
where Esau lived came to be called Edom. The land of Edom is also called Seir. This land is 
southeast of the Dead Sea. Deuteronomy 2:12 says, “Horites used to live in Seir, but the 
descendants of Esau drove them out. They destroyed the Horites . . . and settled in their place.”  

36:12 “Amalek”—The Amalekites were a desert people. They were the first to oppose the Israelites 
after they left Egypt (Exodus 17:8-16). 

36:15 “Chiefs”—It is interesting that almost everyone born from Abraham’s line became a great person 
or the head of a large group of people. We see this in Ishmael’s case, and now we see it in Esau’s 
case. 

 

 

Discuss 

1. What influence do you think the Canaanite wives had on Esau and his family? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Esau’s descendants grew into a great nation, living in the region of Seir, southeast of the Dead Sea. 


