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  February 13, 2022 SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“We, as a Christian congregation, are committed to reaching out with the true 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, while living and growing ourselves in God’s Word.” 

WELCOME! 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. In our service we gather before Jesus 
our Savior to offer him worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 
ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word. 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 

• The Elders request that we observe five minutes of quiet time in the sanctuary 
prior to the start of each service.  Please be seated and use this time to 
prepare for worship and read through the bulletin announcements. 

• We love families! Your children are welcome in our service. Thanks for bringing 
them to hear about Jesus. If you would like, there are children’s worship bags 
with lessons, crayons and books in the back of the church.  An usher can 
assist you.   

• If you desire, there is a nursery space set up in the Fellowship Hall where 
parents may supervise young children when necessary.  The service may be 
heard from this room. 

• Please silence your cell phones. 

ABIDING LOVE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 

3205 S. Chiquita Blvd., Cape Coral, Florida 33914 

Pastor John Gensmer + 239-984-1441 church office 

Staff Minister Mr. Ben Mahnke + 239-984-1441  

Early Childhood Ministry Director Jessica Roberts + 239-984-1443 

www.abiding-love.com 

Email:  info@abiding-love.com; preschool@abiding-love.com 
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SERIES THEME:  UNCOVERED 
 

We are in the season of the Church called Epiphany, a Greek word that means 
"to appear." Salvation has appeared in the person of Jesus Christ. In Epiphany, 
the Church explores everything that Christ makes apparent about God. You 
see, we need God to appear to us and make himself known to us. For not only 
is God beyond our understanding, his works and his ways are contrary to 
mankind's natural assumptions about him. In other words, the truth about God 
cannot possibly be discovered by us. Rather, it needs to be uncovered for us. 
That's what the Spirit is doing for us during this season of Epiphany. Week after 
week, surprising truths about Jesus our King and life in his kingdom will be 
uncovered. 
 

THEME OF THE DAY:  DEFINITIONS UNCOVERED:  BLESSINGS ARE 
CURSED: CURSES ARE BLESSED 
 
When someone is new to something, there is a period of orientation.  For 
examples, when someone takes up a new game or sport, they need to first 
learn the rules.  Likewise, when someone is a new disciple of Jesus, a period 
of orientation follows.  It's necessary, because by nature we assume that Jesus' 
kingdom works the same way the world works.  The truth that is uncovered this 
week is that the principles on which Jesus' kingdom runs are the exact opposite 
of the principles of the world.  That which the world considered to be a blessing 
can often be a curse.  And that which the world calls bad, God always uses for 
the good of those he loves. 

OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

The Service:  Setting Two 

(page 172 in the front of the hymnal) 
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803 Day by Day CW 803 v. 1–2 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1992 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

Tune: Public domain 
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Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Absolution 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 

Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 

world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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690 Blest Are They (Congregation will sing refrain) CW 690 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

Congregation: 
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Children's Message 

+The Word+ 
 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

O God of power and might, you know that we live in the midst of many great 

dangers, and in our frailty we cannot stand upright. Give us strength and 

protection to support us in all peril, and carry us through all temptations; through 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

First Lesson Jeremiah 17:5-8 

 5This is what the LORD says: 

“Cursed is the one who trusts in man, 

 who draws strength from mere flesh 

 and whose heart turns away from the LORD. 
6That person will be like a bush in the wastelands; 

 they will not see prosperity when it comes. 

They will dwell in the parched places of the desert, 

 in a salt land where no one lives. 

7“But blessed is the one who trusts in the LORD, 

 whose confidence is in him. 
8They will be like a tree planted by the water 

 that sends out its roots by the stream. 
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It does not fear when heat comes; 

 its leaves are always green. 

It has no worries in a year of drought 

 and never fails to bear fruit.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Second Lesson 2 Corinthians 12:7b–10 

 Therefore, in order to keep me from becoming conceited, I was given a thorn 

in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me. 8Three times I pleaded with 

the Lord to take it away from me. 9But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for 

you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the 

more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest on me. 10That 

is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in 

persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
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867 Afflicted Saint, to Christ Draw Near CW 867 
(Soloist + Congregation) 
 

1. Afflicted saint, to Christ draw near, 

 Your Savior’s gracious promise hear; 

 His faithful Word you can believe, 

 That as your days your strength shall be. 

 

2. Your faith is weak, your foes are strong, 

 And if the conflict should be long, 

 The Lord will make the tempter flee, 

 That as your days your strength shall be. 

Refrain 

 So, sing with joy, afflicted one; 

 The battle’s fierce, but the vict’ry’s won! 

 God shall supply all that you need; 

 Yes, as your days your strength shall be. 

 

3. Should persecution rage and flame,  

 Still trust in your Redeemer’s name. 

 In fiery trials you shall see 

 That as your days your strength shall be.  (Refrain) 

 

4. When called to bear your weighty cross, 

  Of sore affliction, pain, or loss,  

  Or deep distress, or poverty,  

  Still as your days your strength shall be.  (Refrain) 
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Sermon Luke 6:17-26 

Theme:  “The Lord Blesses You” 

I. Not in the Way You Expect 

II. In the Way that is Best 

 

17He went down with them and stood on a level place. A large crowd of his 

disciples was there and a great number of people from all over Judea, from 

Jerusalem, and from the coastal region around Tyre and Sidon, 18who had come 

to hear him and to be healed of their diseases. Those troubled by impure spirits 

were cured, 19and the people all tried to touch him, because power was coming 

from him and healing them all. 

 

 20Looking at his disciples, he said: 

“Blessed are you who are poor, 
  for yours is the kingdom of God. 
21Blessed are you who hunger now, 
  for you will be satisfied. 
Blessed are you who weep now, 
  for you will laugh. 
22Blessed are you when people hate you, 
  when they exclude you and insult you 
  and reject your name as evil, 
   because of the Son of Man. 

 23“Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. 

For that is how their ancestors treated the prophets. 

24“But woe to you who are rich, 
  for you have already received your comfort. 
25Woe to you who are well fed now, 
  for you will go hungry. 
Woe to you who laugh now, 
  for you will mourn and weep. 
26Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you, 
  for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets. 
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Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 
  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 
  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our 

sins in Christ. Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us. 

Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today. 
  

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill 

them with a love like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people. 

Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve. 
  

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to 

love each other with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp 

the eternal value of keeping their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy 

to those who are single, and make them a blessing to others. 

Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and 

minds. 
  

Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us 

respect for those who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our 

fellow citizens and to defend those who cannot defend themselves. 

Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be 

proclaimed to all. 
  

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. 

Overcome unbelief, and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the 

good news that Jesus has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven. 

Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you. 
 

Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind.  
 

Special prayers 
 

Give patience and compassion to all who care for the sick and dying. 

Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ. 
  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 
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Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear 

our prayers, spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

Offering and Attendance 

 

+The Sacrament+ 
 

Preface CW 183 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
  
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them up to the Lord. 
  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lived among us as a human being and revealed his glory as your 

only Son, full of grace and truth. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts 

of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

Our offering to the Lord our Savior God flows from hearts of joy and love. The offering is used to support 

the work of proclaiming the gospel message here and around the world. No one is obligated to join in the 

offering. To give an offering electronically, visit our website: www.abiding-love.com/giving and click on 

“donate.” We ask our members, friends, and those visiting with us today to complete an attendance card 

located in the seat backs and place it in the offering plate. If your contact information has recently changed, 

please indicate this so we may update our records. 
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You 

created the world and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give 

thanks to you for the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ. 

  

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient 

to death, even death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and 

redeemed us from its curse and penalty. He rescued us from the terrors of death 
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and restored eternal life with you. He conquered our enemies and gained for us 

the kingdom of grace and glory. 

  

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his 

suffering, death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of 

new life in heaven. Hear our praise and receive our thanks as we worship you—

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; 

this is my  body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, 

all of you; this is my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you 

for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of 

me.” 
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The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

 

Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
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Distribution 
Please follow the direction of the ushers. 

 

800 How Firm a Foundation CW 800 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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661 Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord CW 661 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Thanksgiving 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
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Prayer 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have 

given us in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished 

our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy 

people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding 

supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

803 Day by Day CW 803 v. 3 
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Text: © 1992 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

Tune: Public domain 

 

Silent Prayer 

 

The ushers will dismiss the rows from front to back. 
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LAST WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE: 
ATTENDANCE:  Sunday School:   12 Bible Class:  38 

8:00am:  50 10:30am:   132       7:00pm:  20 Total:  202 
  

THIS WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE:  

USHERS:  8:00am  Scott & Sheryl Ala; Bob & Sue Stumpner  
  10:30am  Dave Quasny; Shannon & Will Kolakowski; Geri Quinn 
 

ACCOMPANIST:  Robert Lozen 

POWER POINT: 8:00am  Jay & Stacey Devlin Next:  Pete Larson     

 10:30am  Finia Wilsch Next:   Gia Filipiak 
  
LIVESTREAM: 10:30am Volker Wilsch Next:    Aaron Rys 
 
FELLOWSHIP: 8:00am Val Widup  10:30am Jenny Stebbins  
        
NURSERY: 8:00am    10:30am   Bonnie Landis 
 

ALTAR GUILD: 8:00am Michele Leatherbury 10:30am  Nicky Shelton 
(2/13 & 2/27)  Becky Simon-Brooks 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
  

Monday, Feb. 14   7:00pm Evening Worship 

Tuesday, Feb. 15   8:00am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at Perkins on Del Prado 

     6:30pm Women’s Evening Bible Study at the home of  
     Paula Bruns—Book of Acts 

     5:30pm Church Council Meeting 

Wednesday Feb. 16   8:30am Preschool & VPK Chapel 

     10:45am Women’s Bible Study 

Thursday, Feb. 17   4:00pm Online Bible Study 

     6:30pm Bible Basics Class 
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NEW ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

ECCLESIASTES:  THE MEANING OF LIFE 

Please join Pastor Gensmer for Bible Study TODAY at 9:15am.  Topics in this 

series are below. 

 TODAY  Pursuing Pleasure and Self-indulgence 

 February 20  Pursuing Achievements 

 February 27  Pursuing Money 

 March 6  The End of the Matter 

EVENING WORSHIP MONDAYS at 7:00pm  

Another option for worship is Monday evenings at 7:00pm. This service provides 

a worship option for those who are unable to join us for worship on Sunday 

mornings.  This will also enable us to spread our worshipers among the three 

services as a way to avoid overcrowding.  Monday’s service will be a repeat of 

the worship service on Sunday each week.  Communion will be offered during 

the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month.   

LENTEN SERVICES BEGIN WEDNESDAY, MARCH 2nd 

We are looking forward to the beginning of Lent and will hold Lenten services 

beginning on Ash Wednesday, March 2nd, at 7:00pm.  A light dinner will be served 

at 6:15pm followed by our worship service.   

USHERS are needed for these services.  If you are able to assist with one or 

more Wednesday evening services, please let Bob Kalsto or the church office 

know.  Thank you!   
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2022 WELS International Youth Rally 

June 28-July 1 

University of Tennessee, Knoxville 
 

Are you a high schooler? 

You can go to the WELS International Youth Rally! 

The Youth Rally is 4 days of faith-building worship, workshops, fellowship, and fun 

for teens entering high school next year (this year’s 8th graders) through teens who 

are graduating from high school this May (Class of 2022).  It  will be held June 28-

July 1 at the University of Tennessee in Knoxville. Our teens will have opportunities 

for fund raising to help defray the cost of the rally and transportation. If you are 

curious, talk to Staff Minister Ben Mahnke. He has more information to share with 

you! 

Registration runs March 8 - May 31 

$375 early-bird rate for full payment until April 30 

$395 May 1-31 
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Will you be a 4th -9th grader in Fall of 2022? 

Then Camp South is for you! 

You are invited to a fantastic week of fun and growth in God’s Word! 

 

Hosted at the Georgia FFA camp in Covington, GA, we’re inviting youth to take 

part in engaging worship and Bible studies, great activities, and opportunities to 

meet new friends. Our youth will have opportunities for fund raising to help defray 

the cost of the camp and transportation. 
 

Where – Georgia FFA/FCCLA Camp in Covington, GA 

When – July 25-29 

How much - $295/youth 

Who – those entering 4th-9th grades (in Fall 2022) 

 

If you are curious, talk to Staff Minister Ben Mahnke; he has more information for 

you! 
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WOMEN’S EVENING BIBLE STUDY – Tuesdays at 6:30pm 

Paula Bruns hosts an evening Bible Study at her home every Tuesday evening at 

6:30pm.  The group has just begun studying the Book of Acts.  Please join us at 5695 

Bolla Court in Fort Myers if you are interested.  If you would like to know more about 

the group, please contact Paula at 239-634-1008. 

 
 

WOMEN’S MORNING BIBLE STUDY GROUP – Weds. at 10:45am 

This is an open invitation for all the women at Abiding Love to visit us during the 

Women’s Bible Study group which meets every Wednesday at 10:45 am.  

Currently we are studying the book  “Wherever Love May Lead” by Catherine 

Duerr.     
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Crown of Life Building Expansion Dedication 

February 27th at 4:00pm 

Crown of Life Lutheran Church in Fort Myers, Florida welcomes you to join them 

in praising God for his goodness in allowing them to build an addition to their 

facility. The addition allows for four new classrooms, along with a Bible 

Study/conference room, which became necessary due to the growth of their 

Academy.  

The Dedication will be held at 4:00pm on February 27th, with a meal to follow. 

District President Charles Westra will preach. Please RSVP at 239 482-7315 or 

admin@crownlifelutheran.com if you are able to join in this dedication. 

 

mailto:admin@crownlifelutheran.com
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2022 CHURCH MUTUAL CARES Religious Scholars Program 

Church Mutual CARES will award up to $62,500 in scholarships to deserving 

graduate-level religious scholars. Twenty-five scholarship winners will each 

receive a $2,500 award that may be used to pay for tuition, fees, books or other 

costs of attending school during the 2022-23 academic year. Students of all 

faiths are welcome to apply. 

 

Scholarship applications will be accepted via the link below from Feb. 8, 2022 

through April 5, 2022, at 3 p.m. CST.  Please go to the Church Mutual Website 

for further details and application criteria. 

 

All questions regarding the Religious Scholars program must be sent to 

Scholarship America via email to cmcares-scholars@scholarshipamerica.org. 

Emailed questions will be answered within 12-24 hours. 
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Thursdays at 6:30pm 

A Class on the Basic Teachings of the Lutheran Faith 

10 sessions 

Why this class? 

A systematic course…  Provides you a basic, orderly framework for all that the Bible 

teaches. 

A comfortable learning environment... All your questions are encouraged, but you are 

never expected to participate beyond your comfort level. 

A connection to our church… Build relationships within this small group setting, 

understand the faith and mission that joins together Abiding 

Love, and consider membership. 

A Life-giving and life-shaping study…  Come to know in new or deeper ways the God 

who made and redeemed you. 

 
Call 239-984-1441 to register. 

Or speak with Pastor Gensmer or Staff Minister Mahnke. 

                
ABOUT ABIDING LOVE: Abiding Love Lutheran Church is a congregation in the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), with almost 400,000 members in 49 
states and missionaries in 23 nations. The WELS is committed to the Scriptures as the 
inspired, inerrant Word of God, and therefore the only guide for faith and life. If you would 
like to know more about us, or if you’re seeking Biblical counseling, give Pastor Gensmer 
a call at 850-445-1970 or email him at: pastor@abiding-love.com.  


