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  February 6, 2022 FIFTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“We, as a Christian congregation, are committed to reaching out with the true 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, while living and growing ourselves in God’s Word.” 

WELCOME! 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. In our service we gather before Jesus 
our Savior to offer him worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 
ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word. 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 

• The Elders request that we observe five minutes of quiet time in the sanctuary 
prior to the start of each service.  Please be seated and use this time to 
prepare for worship and read through the bulletin announcements. 

• We love families! Your children are welcome in our service. Thanks for bringing 
them to hear about Jesus. If you would like, there are children’s worship bags 
with lessons, crayons and books in the back of the church.  An usher can 
assist you.   

• If you desire, there is a nursery space set up in the Fellowship Hall where 
parents may supervise young children when necessary.  The service may be 
heard from this room. 

• Please silence your cell phones. 

ABIDING LOVE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 

3205 S. Chiquita Blvd., Cape Coral, Florida 33914 

Pastor John Gensmer + 239-984-1441 church office 

Staff Minister Mr. Ben Mahnke + 239-984-1441  

Early Childhood Ministry Director Jessica Roberts + 239-984-1443 

www.abiding-love.com 

Email:  info@abiding-love.com; preschool@abiding-love.com 
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SERIES THEME:  UNCOVERED 
 

We are in the season of the Church called Epiphany, a Greek word that means 
"to appear." Salvation has appeared in the person of Jesus Christ. In Epiphany, 
the Church explores everything that Christ makes apparent about God. You 
see, we need God to appear to us and make himself known to us. For not only 
is God beyond our understanding, his works and his ways are contrary to 
mankind's natural assumptions about him. In other words, the truth about God 
cannot possibly be discovered by us. Rather, it needs to be uncovered for us. 
That's what the Spirit is doing for us during this season of Epiphany. Week after 
week, surprising truths about Jesus our King and life in his kingdom will be 
uncovered. 
 

THEME OF THE DAY:  THE LEAST QUALIFIED ARE THE FIRST SENT  
 

It does not surprise us that from the beginning of his ministry Jesus 
demonstrated his commitment to proclaiming good news of the kingdom of 
God, regardless of whether people rejected his message or embraced it. That 
was Christ's agenda, and he was committed to it. What is surprising is that, also 
from the beginning, Jesus demonstrated his plan to carry out this proclamation 
by sending others to speak on his behalf. More surprising is whom he sends, 
not angels, but mere human beings. In many cases, it was individuals who 
seemed to lack the qualifications to speak on Christ's behalf. Yet, Christ 
equipped and prepared them. Do you feel unqualified to tell others the good 
news?  Then be assured, Jesus plans to use you exactly for that purpose. 

OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

The Service:  Setting Two 

(page 172 in the front of the hymnal) 
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870 O Church, Arise CW 870 
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Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Absolution 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, 

Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole 

world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

Amen. 
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VPK Children Sing  (10:30am) “I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb” 

 

804 I Am Jesus’ Little Lamb (8:00am) CW 804 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

Children’s Message 
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+The Word+ 

Salutation 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Gracious Lord, you call and appoint us to proclaim the good news of your Son 

despite our sins and weaknesses. Purify us by your grace, remove our 

uncertainties, and work through us to fill the nets of your kingdom with those 

lost in the darkness of death; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading Isaiah 6:1–8 

 1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord, high and exalted, seated 

on a throne; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2Above him were 

seraphim, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with 

two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. 3And they were 

calling to one another: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; 

 the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

 4At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the 

temple was filled with smoke. 

 5“Woe to me!” I cried. “I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live 

among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the LORD 

Almighty.” 

 6Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live coal in his hand, which he 

had taken with tongs from the altar. 7With it he touched my mouth and said, 
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“See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away and your sin atoned 

for.” 

 8Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will 

go for us?” 

 And I said, “Here am I. Send me!” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

67E O God, Show Us Your Mercy Psalm 67E 
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Text and tune: Public domain 

 
 
Stand 

Gospel Luke 5:1–11 

 1One day as Jesus was standing by the Lake of Gennesaret, the people 

were crowding around him and listening to the word of God. 2He saw at the 

water’s edge two boats, left there by the fishermen, who were washing their 

nets. 3He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him 

to put out a little from shore. Then he sat down and taught the people from the 

boat. 

 4When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into deep water, 

and let down the nets for a catch.” 

 5Simon answered, “Master, we’ve worked hard all night and haven’t caught 

anything. But because you say so, I will let down the nets.” 

 6When they had done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their 

nets began to break. 7So they signaled their partners in the other boat to come 

and help them, and they came and filled both boats so full that they began to 

sink. 

 8When Simon Peter saw this, he fell at Jesus’ knees and said, “Go away 

from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!” 9For he and all his companions were 

astonished at the catch of fish they had taken, 10and so were James and John, 

the sons of Zebedee, Simon’s partners. 
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 Then Jesus said to Simon, “Don’t be afraid; from now on you will fish for 

people.” 11So they pulled their boats up on shore, left everything and followed 

him. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 

 

745 Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying CW 745 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon Romans 10:12–17 

Theme:  The Least Qualified Are the First Sent  

 12For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord 

of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13for, “Everyone who calls on the 

name of the Lord will be saved.” 

 14How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how 

can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And how can they 

hear without someone preaching to them? 15And how can anyone preach 

unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who 

bring good news!” 

 16But not all the Israelites accepted the good news. For Isaiah says, “Lord, 

who has believed our message?” 17Consequently, faith comes from hearing the 

message, and the message is heard through the word about Christ. 

  

 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 

    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

 

Prayer of the Church 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 
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Offering and Attendance 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

  

Our offering to the Lord our Savior God flows from hearts of joy and love. The offering 
is used to support the work of proclaiming the gospel message here and around the 
world. No one is obligated to join in the offering. 

To give an offering electronically, visit our website: www.abiding-love.com/giving and 
click on “donate.” 

We ask our members, friends, and those visiting with us today to complete an 
attendance card located in the seat backs and place it in the offering plate. If your 
contact information has recently changed, please indicate this so we may update 
our records. 

WELCOMING OF NEW MEMBERS 

(10:30am) 
Steve and Jackie Adang 

http://www.abiding-love.com/giving
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Hymn:  “A Closing Prayer” 

1. The time has come, O Lord, for us to leave this place. 

Guide us and protect us and lead us in thy grace. 

Wherever life may take us as we go our sep’rate way, 

Help us share with others the things we’ve shared today. 

May the peace of God the Father, and the love of Christ, His Son, 

Guide us in the days ahead and strengthen us, each one. 

May the blessings of the spirit fill us from within. 

God bless us and return us to this fellowship once again. 

  

 

 

Silent Prayer 

 

After the announcements, the Ushers will dismiss the rows from front 
to back. 
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LAST WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE: 
ATTENDANCE:  Sunday School:   12 Bible Class:  45 

8:00am:  52 10:30am:   84        7:00pm:  10 Total:  146 
  

THIS WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE:  

USHERS:  8:00am  Scott & Sheryl Ala; Bob & Sue Stumpner  
  10:30am  Dave Quasny; Shannon & Will Kolakowski; Geri Quinn 
 

ACCOMPANIST:   Jack Lehnhardt  

POWER POINT:  8:00am  Pete Larson Next:  Jay & Stacey Devlin     

 10:30am  Finia Wilsch Next:   Finia Wilsch 
  
LIVESTREAM: 10:30am Volker Wilsch Next:    Volker Wilsch 
 
FELLOWSHIP: 8:00am Ranae Hansen 10:30am   
        
NURSERY: 8:00am    10:30am   Bonnie Landis 
 

ALTAR GUILD: 8:00am Michele Leatherbury 10:30am  Nicky Shelton 
(2/13 & 2/27)  Becky Simon-Brooks 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
  

Monday, Feb. 7 7:00pm Evening Worship 

Tuesday, Feb. 8 8:00am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at Perkins on Del Prado 

   6:30pm Women’s Evening Bible Study at the home of  
     Paula Bruns—Book of Acts 

Wednesday, Feb. 9 8:30am Preschool & VPK Chapel 

   10:45am Women’s Bible Study 

Thursday, Feb. 10 4:00pm Online Bible Study 

   6:30pm Bible Basics Class Begins 

Saturday, Feb. 12 9:00am Worship Committee Meeting 
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NEW ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

ECCLESIASTES:  THE MEANING OF LIFE 

Please join Pastor Gensmer for Bible Study TODAY at 9:15am.  Topics in this 

series are below. 

 TODAY  Pursuing Wisdom and Education 

 February 13  Pursuing Pleasure and Self-indulgence 

 February 20  Pursuing Achievements 

 February 27  Pursuing Money 

 March 6  The End of the Matter 

INVITING ALL SINGERS 

We will start up a time again after late service for all interested singers to stick around 
and help learn some new congregational music for our upcoming worship.  New songs 
have been chosen to introduce February and March.  If we have enough interest, we 
could also prepare more of a choral selection for Holy Week. 

Practice will be held in the sanctuary at 11:50am. 

EVENING WORSHIP MONDAYS at 7:00pm 

Another option for worship is Monday evenings at 7:00pm. This service provides 

a worship option for those who are unable to join us for worship on Sunday 

mornings.  This will also enable us to spread our worshipers among the three 

services as a way to avoid overcrowding.  Monday’s service will be a repeat of 

the worship service on Sunday each week.  Communion will be offered during 

the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month.   
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2022 WELS International Youth Rally 

June 28-July 1 

University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

 

Are you a high schooler? 

You can go to the WELS International Youth Rally! 
 

The Youth Rally is 4 days of faith-building worship, workshops, fellowship, and fun 

for teens entering high school next year (this year’s 8th graders) through teens who 

are graduating  from  high  school  this  May  (Class  of  2022).   It will  be  held  

June 28-July 1 at the University of Tennessee in Knoxville. Our teens will have 

opportunities for fund raising to help defray the cost of the rally and transportation. 

If you are curious, talk to Staff Minister Ben Mahnke. He has more information to 

share with you! 

Registration runs March 8 - May 31 

$375 early-bird rate for full payment until April 30 

$395 May 1-31 
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Will you be a 4th -9th grader in Fall of 2022? 

Then Camp South is for you! 

You are invited to a fantastic week of fun and growth in God’s Word! 
 

Hosted at the Georgia FFA camp in Covington, GA, we’re inviting youth to 

take part in engaging worship and Bible studies, great activities, and 

opportunities to meet new friends. Our youth will have opportunities for 

fund raising to help defray the cost of the camp and transportation. 

 

Where – Georgia FFA/FCCLA Camp in Covington, GA 

When – July 25-29 

How much - $295/youth 

Who – those entering 4th-9th grades (in Fall 2022) 
 

If you are curious, talk to Staff Minister Ben Mahnke; he has more 

information for you! 
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WOMEN’S EVENING BIBLE STUDY – Tuesdays at 6:30pm 

Paula Bruns hosts an evening Bible Study at her home every Tuesday evening at 

6:30pm.  The group has just begun studying the Book of Acts.  Please join us at 5695 

Bolla Court in Fort Myers if you are interested.  If you would like to know more about 

the group, please contact Paula at 239-634-1008. 

 

WOMEN’S MORNING BIBLE STUDY GROUP – Weds. at 10:45am 

This is an open invitation for all the women at Abiding Love to visit us during the 

Women’s Bible Study group which meets every Wednesday at 10:45 am.  

Currently we are studying the book  “Wherever Love May Lead” by Catherine 

Duerr.     



20 

 
 
 

Thursdays at 6:30pm 

Beginning February 10th  

A Class on the Basic Teachings of the Lutheran Faith 

10 sessions 

Why this class? 

A systematic course…  Provides you a basic, orderly framework for all that the Bible 

teaches. 

A comfortable learning environment... All your questions are encouraged, but you are 

never expected to participate beyond your comfort level. 

A connection to our church… Build relationships within this small group setting, 

understand the faith and mission that joins together Abiding 

Love, and consider membership. 

A Life-giving and life-shaping study…  Come to know in new or deeper ways the God 

who made and redeemed you. 

 
Call 239-984-1441 to register. 

Or speak with Pastor Gensmer or Staff Minister Mahnke. 

                
ABOUT ABIDING LOVE: Abiding Love Lutheran Church is a congregation in the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), with almost 400,000 members in 49 
states and missionaries in 23 nations. The WELS is committed to the Scriptures as the 
inspired, inerrant Word of God, and therefore the only guide for faith and life. If you would 
like to know more about us, or if you’re seeking Biblical counseling, give Pastor Gensmer 
a call at 850-445-1970 or email him at: pastor@abiding-love.com.  


