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February 20, 2022 SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“We, as a Christian congregation, are committed to reaching out with the true 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, while living and growing ourselves in God’s Word.” 

WELCOME! 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. In our service we gather before Jesus 

our Savior to offer him worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 

ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word. 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 

• The Elders request that we observe five minutes of quiet time in the sanctuary 

prior to the start of each service.  Please be seated and use this time to 

prepare for worship and read through the bulletin announcements. 

• We love families! Your children are welcome in our service. Thanks for bringing 

them to hear about Jesus. If you would like, there are children’s worship bags 

with lessons, crayons and books in the back of the church.  An usher can 

assist you.   

• If you desire, there is a nursery space set up in the Fellowship Hall where 

parents may supervise young children when necessary.  The service may be 

heard from this room. 

• Please silence your cell phones. 
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SERIES THEME:  UNCOVERED 
 

We are in the season of the Church called Epiphany, a Greek word that means 
"to appear." Salvation has appeared in the person of Jesus Christ. In Epiphany, 
the Church explores everything that Christ makes apparent about God. You 
see, we need God to appear to us and make himself known to us. For not only 
is God beyond our understanding, his works and his ways are contrary to 
mankind's natural assumptions about him. In other words, the truth about God 
cannot possibly be discovered by us. Rather, it needs to be uncovered for us. 
That's what the Spirit is doing for us during this season of Epiphany. Week after 
week, surprising truths about Jesus our King and life in his kingdom will be 
uncovered. 
 

THEME OF THE DAY:   
LOVE YOUR ENEMIES, OVERCOME EVIL WITH GOOD  

 

Last week we saw that the governing principles of Christ's kingdom initially 
seem upside down. This week we see that truth in how Christ would have us 
react to those who wrong us or oppose us. Jesus asks us to befriend our 
enemies, to love those who hate us, and to repay evil with good. Logic would 
say that is a recipe for being walked all over. Yet, have we not seen this tactic 
work? When we were Christ's enemies, he loved us to the point of death. He 
repays our daily evil with the daily goodness of his mercy. In doing so, he has 
won us for himself. Following the strategy Jesus lays out today is not a 
capitulation to evil. It is a means of conquering it. 

OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

The Service:  Setting Two 

(page 172 in the front of the hymnal) 
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599 Come, Christians Join to Sing CW 599 

 

 

 

 
Text: Christian Henry Bateman, 1813–1889 

Tune: arr. Benjamin Carr, 1768–1831; Spanish 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Invocation 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Confession 

Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded Baptism when he said, “All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore, go and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And 

surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 

All of us are born into this world with a deep need for Baptism.  From our parents 

we inherit a sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith in God 

and are condemned to eternal death.  But while we were still sinners, Christ died 

for us.  He took away our sin by giving his life on the cross.  In Baptism, he 

clothes us with the robe of his righteousness and gives us a new life.  We recall 

what Baptism means for our daily lives: 

Baptism means that the sinful nature in us 

 Should be drowned by daily sorrow and repentance, 

 And that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death.  

It also means that a new person should daily arise  

 to live before God in righteousness and purity forever. 

  

As baptized children of God, we confess our sins: 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

 I have not loved you with my whole heart; 

 I have not loved others as I should. 

  I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 

 But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 

  with his innocent suffering and death. 

 Trusting in him, I pray:  God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

God saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit and 

united us to the death and resurrection of Jesus.  Every day God forgives your 

sins, removes your guilt, and strengthens you to defeat Satan’s power.  His 
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promise is for you and your children, and he will never forsake you.  Your sins 

are forgiven.  You are clothed with Christ.  You are at peace with God now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Sunday School Sings (10:30am) 731 Oh, How Good It Is 
(Sunday School sings v. 1; congregation joins for v. 2-3) 

 

731 Oh, How Good It Is  
(Congregation sings v. 2-3 both services) 

 

*Levi Clayton Spinella* 

*Noah Paul Roberts* 

*Rosemary Mae Roberts* 

*Luke Michael Roberts * 

 

Sacrament of Holy Baptism  (10:30am) 
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Text: Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Ross Holmes, b. 1984; Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Keith Getty, b. 1974 
Tune: Kristyn Getty, b. 1980; Stuart Townend, b. 1963; Ross Holmes, b. 1984; Keith Getty, b. 1974 
Text and tune: © 2012 Getty Music, Parakeet Boots Music, admin. MusicServices.org, Inc. Townend Music. Used by permission: OneLicense 
no. 709601 
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Children’s Sermon 

 

+The Word+ 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Heavenly Father, keep your family continually in true faith, so that those who rely 

only on the hope of your heavenly grace may be protected by your mighty power; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Reading Genesis 45:3-15 

3Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph! Is my father still living?” But his 

brothers were not able to answer him, because they were terrified at his 

presence. 

 4Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come close to me.” When they had done 

so, he said, “I am your brother Joseph, the one you sold into Egypt! 5And now, 

do not be distressed and do not be angry with yourselves for selling me here, 

because it was to save lives that God sent me ahead of you. 6For two years now 

there has been famine in the land, and for the next five years there will be no 

plowing and reaping. 7But God sent me ahead of you to preserve for you a 

remnant on earth and to save your lives by a great deliverance. 

 8“So then, it was not you who sent me here, but God. He made me father to 

Pharaoh, lord of his entire household and ruler of all Egypt. 9Now hurry back to 

my father and say to him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says: God has made 
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me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; don’t delay. 10You shall live in the region 

of Goshen and be near me—you, your children and grandchildren, your flocks 

and herds, and all you have. 11I will provide for you there, because five years of 

famine are still to come. Otherwise you and your household and all who belong 

to you will become destitute.’ 

 12“You can see for yourselves, and so can my brother Benjamin, that it is really 

I who am speaking to you. 13Tell my father about all the honor accorded me in 

Egypt and about everything you have seen. And bring my father down here 

quickly.” 

 14Then he threw his arms around his brother Benjamin and wept, and 

Benjamin embraced him, weeping. 15And he kissed all his brothers and wept 

over them. Afterward his brothers talked with him. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 

Gospel Acclamation  (Congregation sings refrain)  

 

 
Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

Pastor 
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Gospel Luke 6:27–38 

 27“But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those 

who hate you, 28bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29If 

someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone takes 

your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. 30Give to everyone who asks 

you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31Do to 

others as you would have them do to you. 

 

 32“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners 

love those who love them. 33And if you do good to those who are good to you, 

what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. 34And if you lend to those from 

whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to 

sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. 35But love your enemies, do good to 

them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your 

reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is 

kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 

 37“Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not 

be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38Give, and it will be given to 

you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be 

poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.” 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
Be seated 
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729 Son of God, Eternal Savior CW 729 sts. 1–3 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Somerset T. C. Lowry, 1855–1932, abr., alt. 

Tune: The Revivalist, Troy, 1868, ed. Joseph Hillman 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sermon Romans 12:14-21 

Theme:  “Offer the Radical Love of Christ” 

I. What is it? 

II. Why give it? 

 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15Rejoice with those 

who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16Live in harmony with one another. 

Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not 

be conceited. 

 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of 

everyone. 18If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with 

everyone. 19Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s 

wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 20On the 

contrary: 

“If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 

 if he is thirsty, give him something to drink. 

In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.” 

21Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 
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    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

Prayer of the Church 

Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our 

sins in Christ. Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us. 

Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today. 

  

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill 

them with a love like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people. 

Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve. 

  

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to 

love each other with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp 

the eternal value of keeping their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant 

joy to those who are single, and make them a blessing to others. 

Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts 

and minds. 

  

Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us 

respect for those who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our 

fellow citizens and to defend those who cannot defend themselves. 

Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be 

proclaimed to all. 
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Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. 

Overcome unbelief, and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the 

good news that Jesus has forgiven their sins and opened the gates of heaven. 

Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you. 

  

Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind.  

Special prayers 

Give patience and compassion to all who care for the sick and dying. 

Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

Silent prayer 

  

Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear 

our prayers, spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 

 

Offering and Attendance 

 

  

Our offering to the Lord our Savior God flows from hearts of joy and love. The offering 
is used to support the work of proclaiming the gospel message here and around the 
world. No one is obligated to join in the offering. 

To give an offering electronically, visit our website: www.abiding-love.com/giving and 
click on “donate.” 

We ask our members, friends, and those visiting with us today to complete an 
attendance card located in the seat backs and place it in the offering plate. If your 
contact information has recently changed, please indicate this so we may update our 
records. 

http://www.abiding-love.com/giving
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523 How Deep the Father’s Love for Us CW 523 

 

1. How deep the Father’s love for us, 
How vast beyond all measure, 
That he should give his only Son 
To make a wretch his treasure. 
How great the pain of searing loss. 
The Father turns his face away 
As wounds which mar the Chosen One 
Bring many sons to glory. 
  

2. Behold the Man upon a cross, 
My sin upon his shoulders. 
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice 
Call out among the scoffers. 
It was my sin that held him there 
Until it was accomplished; 
His dying breath has brought me life. 
I know that it is finished. 
 

3. I will not boast in anything;  
No gifts, no power, no wisdom. 
But I will boast in Jesus Christ; 
His death and resurrection. 
Why should I gain from his reward? 
I cannot give an answer.  
But this I know with all my heart: 
His wounds have paid my ransom. 
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Prayer 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 
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748 Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly CW 748 sts. 1, 3 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Henry Bateman, 1802–1872 

Tune: adapt. William Bradbury, 1816–1868; Repository of Sacred Music, Part Second, Harrisburg, 1813, ed. John Wyeth 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Silent Prayer 

The Ushers will dismiss the rows from front to back. 

Acknowledgments 

Setting Two from Christian Worship 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 

1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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LAST WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE: 
ATTENDANCE:  Sunday School:   12 Bible Class:  43 

8:00am:  63 10:30am:   121       7:00pm:  29 Total:  213 
  

THIS WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE:  

USHERS:  8:00am  Scott & Sheryl Ala; Bob & Sue Stumpner  
  10:30am  Dave Quasny; Shannon & Will Kolakowski; Geri Quinn 
 

ACCOMPANIST:  Jack Lehnhardt 

POWER POINT: 8:00am  Pete Larson Next:  Wendy & Kevin Beichler 

 10:30am  Gia Filipiak Next:   Finia Wilsch 
  
LIVESTREAM: 10:30am Aaron Rys  Next:    Volker Wilsch 
 
FELLOWSHIP: 8:00am Kathy Kalsto 10:30am  Evelyn Marchant 
        
NURSERY: 8:00am    10:30am   Bonnie Landis 
 

ALTAR GUILD: 8:00am Michele Leatherbury 10:30am  Nicky Shelton 
(2/13 & 2/27)  Becky Simon-Brooks 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
  

Monday, Feb. 21   NO VPK 

  7:00pm Evening Worship 

Tuesday, Feb. 22   8:00am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at Perkins on Del Prado 

     6:30pm Women’s Evening Bible Study at the home of  
     Paula Bruns—Book of Acts 

Wednesday Feb. 23   8:30am Preschool & VPK Chapel 

     10:45am Women’s Bible Study 

Thursday, Feb. 24   4:00pm Online Bible Study 

     6:30pm Bible Basics Class 

Sunday, Feb. 27   4:00pm Crown of Life Building Dedication Service + meal 
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             MIDWEEK LENTEN SERVICES BEGIN 

                Wednesday, March 2nd at 7:00pm 

The overall theme for our midweek Lenten series is “The Crucial Hours.” The series 
ponders key words and moments from the account of Jesus’ passion that demonstrate 
the thorough completeness of his saving work for us, the breadth and depth of his love 
for us, and the strength of his union with us.  Join us for this walk through Christ's 
passion on Wednesdays, starting March 2nd and continuing through April 6th. A light 
dinner will be served at 6:15pm followed by our worship service each week.  

 

 

 

 
  

SUNDAY LENTEN SERMON SERIES 

Beginning March 6th 
 

When someone is devastated or defeated or despondent we speak of him being 

"crushed." It could be due to some agonizing loss or unrealized dreams. It could be 

due to carrying a crushingly heavy load of guilt over some past mistake. In a broken 

world, it is simply a matter of time before we feel crushed. This is why we need Lent. 

The word Lent comes from an Old English word for Spring: "lengten," when the days 

grow longer. For 1400 years the Church has set aside the 40 days between Ash 

Wednesday and Easter as a time of repentance and renewal. Believers humbly 

acknowledge that sin is the ultimate source of all the crushing moments in life. Our 

sin even crushed Christ. Yet, on Easter Sunday, Jesus took up his life again. Our 

Savior crushed both death and the serpent's head. Yes, Lent is a solemn season. 

But it is also a season of great hope. With the psalmist we say, "The Lord saves 

those who are crushed in spirit."
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EVENING WORSHIP Continues on MONDAYS at 7:00pm  

Another option for worship is Monday evenings at 7:00pm. This service provides 

a worship option for those who are unable to join us for worship on Sunday 

mornings.  This will also enable us to spread our worshipers among the three 

services as a way to avoid overcrowding.  Monday’s service will be a repeat of the 

worship service on Sunday each week.  Communion will be offered during the 2nd 

and 4th Mondays of each month.   

CHURCH CLEAN-UP DAY – Saturday, March 26th 9:00am 
 
On Saturday, March 26th, beginning at 9:00am we will hold a church clean-up 
day.  There will be projects for all skill levels – special cleaning, straightening 
up, and projects for our building and grounds inside and out. 
 
You are invited to take part in this event.  Not only is it a great way to help your 
church, but it is also a great way to build relationships with other members and 
friends who are part of our church family. 
 

Breakfast treats and coffee will be provided! 

MIDWEEK LENT USHERS NEEDED 
Beginning March 2nd  

We need ushers for our six Wednesday evening Lenten services beginning on 

March 2nd.  Ushers are also needed for our Maundy Thursday and Good Friday 

services.  If you are available to usher, please let Bob Kalsto or the church 

office know.  Ushers should arrive 30 minutes prior to the service. 
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NEW ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

ECCLESIASTES:  THE MEANING OF LIFE 

Please join Pastor Gensmer for Bible Study TODAY at 9:15am.  Topics in this 

series are below. 

 TODAY  Pursuing Achievements 

 February 27  Pursuing Money 

 March 6  The End of the Matter 

Crown of Life Building Expansion Dedication 

February 27th at 4:00pm 

Crown of Life Lutheran Church in Fort Myers, Florida welcomes you to join them 

in praising God for his goodness in allowing them to build an addition to their 

facility. The addition allows for four new classrooms, along with a Bible 

Study/conference room, which became necessary due to the growth of their 

Academy.  

The Dedication will be held at 4:00pm on February 27th, with a meal to follow. 

District President Charles Westra will preach. Please RSVP at 239 482-7315 or 

admin@crownlifelutheran.com if you are able to join in this dedication. 

mailto:admin@crownlifelutheran.com
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Will you be a 4th -9th grader in Fall of 2022? 

Then Camp South is for you! 

You are invited to a fantastic week of fun and growth in God’s Word! 

 

Hosted at the Georgia FFA camp in Covington, GA, we’re inviting youth to take 

part in engaging worship and Bible studies, great activities, and opportunities to 

meet new friends. Our youth will have opportunities for fund raising to help defray 

the cost of the camp and transportation. 
 

Where – Georgia FFA/FCCLA Camp in Covington, GA 

When – July 25-29 

How much - $295/youth 

Who – those entering 4th-9th grades (in Fall 2022) 

 

If you are curious, talk to Staff Minister Ben Mahnke; he has more information for 

you! 
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2022 WELS International Youth Rally 

June 28-July 1 

University of Tennessee, Knoxville 
 

Are you a high schooler? 

You can go to the WELS International Youth Rally! 

The Youth Rally is 4 days of faith-building worship, workshops, fellowship, and fun 

for teens entering high school next year (this year’s 8th graders) through teens who 

are graduating from high school this May (Class of 2022).  It  will be held June 28-

July 1 at the University of Tennessee in Knoxville. Our teens will have opportunities 

for fund raising to help defray the cost of the rally and transportation. If you are 

curious, talk to Staff Minister Ben Mahnke. He has more information to share with 

you! 

Registration runs March 8 - May 31 

$375 early-bird rate for full payment until April 30 

$395 May 1-31 
 

 
  



24 

 

 

Thursdays at 6:30pm 

A Class on the Basic Teachings of the Lutheran Faith 

10 sessions 

Why this class? 

A systematic course…  Provides you a basic, orderly framework for all that the Bible 

teaches. 

A comfortable learning environment... All your questions are encouraged, but you are 

never expected to participate beyond your comfort level. 

A connection to our church… Build relationships within this small group setting, 

understand the faith and mission that joins together Abiding 

Love, and consider membership. 

A Life-giving and life-shaping study…  Come to know in new or deeper ways the God 

who made and redeemed you. 

 
Call 239-984-1441 to register. 

Or speak with Pastor Gensmer or Staff Minister Mahnke. 

                
ABOUT ABIDING LOVE: Abiding Love Lutheran Church is a congregation in the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), with almost 400,000 members in 49 
states and missionaries in 23 nations. The WELS is committed to the Scriptures as the 
inspired, inerrant Word of God, and therefore the only guide for faith and life. If you would 
like to know more about us, or if you’re seeking Biblical counseling, give Pastor Gensmer 
a call at 850-445-1970 or email him at: pastor@abiding-love.com.  


