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January 30, 2022  FOURTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“We, as a Christian congregation, are committed to reaching out with the true 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, while living and growing ourselves in God’s Word.” 

WELCOME! 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. In our service we gather before Jesus 
our Savior to offer him worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen 
ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful word. 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the sanctuary. 

• The Elders request that we observe five minutes of quiet time in the sanctuary 
prior to the start of each service.  Please be seated and use this time to 
prepare for worship and read through the bulletin announcements. 

• We love families! Your children are welcome in our service. Thanks for bringing 
them to hear about Jesus. If you would like, there are children’s worship bags 
with lessons, crayons and books in the back of the church.  An usher can 
assist you.   

• If you desire, there is a nursery space set up in the Fellowship Hall where 
parents may supervise young children when necessary.  The service may be 
heard from this room. 

• Please silence your cell phones. 

ABIDING LOVE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 

3205 S. Chiquita Blvd., Cape Coral, Florida  33914 

Pastor John Gensmer + 239-984-1441 church office 

Staff Minister Mr. Ben Mahnke + 239-984-1441  

Early Childhood Ministry Director Jessica Roberts + 239-984-1443 

www.abiding-love.com 

Email:  info@abiding-love.com; preschool@abiding-love.com 
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OUR WORSHIP SERVICE 

The Service:  Setting Two 

(page 172 in the front of the hymnal)  

SERIES THEME:  UNCOVERED 
 

We are in the season of the Church called Epiphany, a Greek word that means 
"to appear." Salvation has appeared in the person of Jesus Christ. In Epiphany, 
the Church explores everything that Christ makes apparent about God. You 
see, we need God to appear to us and make himself known to us. For not only 
is God beyond our understanding, his works and his ways are contrary to 
mankind's natural assumptions about him. In other words, the truth about God 
cannot possibly be discovered by us. Rather, it needs to be uncovered for us. 
That's what the Spirit is doing for us during this season of Epiphany. Week after 
week, surprising truths about Jesus our King and life in his kingdom will be 
uncovered. 
 

THEME OF THE DAY:  AGENDA UNCOVERED: WHAT MUST BE SAID, 
NOT WHAT OTHERS WANT TO HEAR 

 

Last week we saw that there can be a temptation to alter the message we 
proclaim to avoid apparent failure and rejection. This week we see that there is 
also a temptation to alter the message we proclaim because of apparent 
success. If a church makes its central focus things like personal improvement, 
healing for the sick, or social justice, that church may draw a crowd. It just fails 
to carry out the agenda Christ has given his Church. The gospel of 
forgiveness is to be the center of all our preaching and teaching. The agenda 
for Christ's Church is set. It's the same agenda that was followed by the 
Church's Christ. 
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633 Speak, O Lord v. 1-2
   

1 Speak, O Lord, as we come to you  
 To receive the food of your Holy Word.  
 Take your truth, plant it deep in us;  
 Shape and fashion us in your likeness  
 That the light of Christ might be seen today  
 In our acts of love and our deeds of faith.  
 Speak, O Lord, and fulfill in us  
 All your purposes for your glory. 
 
2 Teach us, Lord, full obedience,  
 Holy reverence, true humility.  
 Test our thoughts and our attitudes  
 In the radiance of your purity.  
 Cause our faith to rise, cause our eyes to see  
 Your majestic love and authority.  
 Words of pow’r that can never fail,  
 Let their truth prevail over unbelief. 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

 

Confession 

Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded Baptism when he said, “All authority in 

heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples 

of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  

And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
 

All of us are born into this world with a deep need for Baptism.  From our 

parents we inherit a sinful nature; we are without true fear of God and true faith 

in God and are condemned to eternal death.  But while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us.  He took away our sin by giving his life on the cross.  In 
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Baptism, he clothes us with the robe of his righteousness and gives us a new 

life.  We recall what Baptism means for our daily lives: 

Baptism means that the sinful nature in us 

 Should be drowned by daily sorrow and repentance, 

 And that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death.  

It also means that a new person should daily arise  

 to live before God in righteousness and purity forever. 

  

As baptized children of God, we confess our sins: 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

 I have not loved you with my whole heart; 

 I have not loved others as I should. 

  I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 

 But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 

  with his innocent suffering and death. 

 Trusting in him, I pray:  God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

God saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit 

and united us to the death and resurrection of Jesus.  Every day God forgives 

your sins, removes your guilt, and strengthens you to defeat Satan’s power.  

His promise is for you and your children, and he will never forsake you.  Your 

sins are forgiven.  You are clothed with Christ.  You are at peace with God now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

 

  

                    *Kaitlyn Kolakowski * 

Sacrament of Holy Baptism  (8.00am) 
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633 Speak, O Lord  v. 3 
 
3 Speak, O Lord, and renew our minds;  
 Help us grasp the heights of your plans for us.  
 Truths unchanged from the dawn of time,  
 That will echo down through eternity.  
 And by grace we’ll stand on your promises,  
 And by faith we’ll walk as you walk with us.  
 Speak, O Lord, as your Church is built  
 And you the earth is filled with your glory. 

 

+The Word+ 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

  

Almighty and everlasting God, look with mercy on our weaknesses, and in all 

our dangers and needs stretch out the right hand of your majesty to help and 

defend us; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

First Reading Jeremiah 1:4–10 

 4The word of the LORD came to me, saying, 
5“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 

 before you were born I set you apart; 

 I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” 

 6“Alas, Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; I am too 

young.” 
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 7But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ You must go to 

everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. 8Do not be afraid of 

them, for I am with you and will rescue you,” declares the LORD. 

 9Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and said to 

me, “I have put my words in your mouth. 10See, today I appoint you over 

nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and overthrow, to 

build and to plant.” 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

71B LORD, in Your Mercy, Hear My Prayer p. 360 in Psalter 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

Tune: © 2008 Birnamwood/MorningStar Music Publishers. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
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Stand 

Gospel Luke 4:38–44 

 38Jesus left the synagogue and went to the home of Simon. Now Simon’s 

mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they asked Jesus to help 

her. 39So he bent over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. She got up at 

once and began to wait on them. 

 40At sunset, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of 

sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he healed them. 41Moreover, 

demons came out of many people, shouting, “You are the Son of God!” But he 

rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew he was 

the Messiah. 

 42At daybreak, Jesus went out to a solitary place. The people were looking 

for him and when they came to where he was, they tried to keep him from 

leaving them. 43But he said, “I must proclaim the good news of the kingdom of 

God to the other towns also, because that is why I was sent.” 44And he kept on 

preaching in the synagogues of Judea. 

  

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 
 

Be seated 
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759 When Training Up a Child  

 

 

 

 
Text: © 2021 Michael D. Schultz, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601.  Tune: Public domain 
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Sermon 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5 

Theme:  “Is Continuing Education Important?” 

 14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become 

convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, 15and how 

from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you 

wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 16All Scripture is God-breathed 

and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, 
17so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

 1In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the 

dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge: 
2Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke 

and encourage—with great patience and careful instruction. 3For the time will 

come when people will not put up with sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their 

own desires, they will gather around them a great number of teachers to say 

what their itching ears want to hear. 4They will turn their ears away from the 

truth and turn aside to myths. 5But you, keep your head in all situations, 

endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your 

ministry. 

  

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

        maker of heaven and earth. 

  

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

        who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

        born of the Virgin Mary, 

        suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

        was crucified, died, and was buried. 

    He descended into hell. 
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    The third day he rose again from the dead.  

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  

    From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the holy Christian Church, 

            the communion of saints,  

        the forgiveness of sins, 

        the resurrection of the body,  

        and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

Prayer of the Church 

Offering and Attendance 

 

Our offering to the Lord our Savior God flows from hearts of joy and love. The offering is used to 

support the work of proclaiming the gospel message here and around the world. No one is obligated 

to join in the offering. To give an offering electronically, visit our website: www.abiding-

love.com/giving and click on “donate.” We ask our members, friends, and those visiting with us today 

to complete an attendance card located in the seat backs and place it in the offering plate. If your 

contact information has recently changed, please indicate this so we may update our records. 

 

Altar Flowers 

Today’s altar flowers were donated by Shannon Kolakowski in honor of Kaitlyn’s 

baptism.  
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Children's Message 

 

Blessing of the Children 

 

930 Go, My Children, with My Blessing v. 1–3 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

Tune: Public domain 
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Prayer 

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning. May we 
so hear them, read, learn, and take them to heart that, being strengthened and 
comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the blessed hope of everlasting 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

  and the glory are yours 

  now and forever. Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 
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757 Gracious Savior, Gentle Shepherd  

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Silent Prayer 

After the announcements, the Ushers will dismiss the rows from front 
to back. 
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LAST WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE: 
ATTENDANCE:  Sunday School:   12 Bible Class:  15 

8:00am:  48 10:30am:   96         7:00pm:  10 Total:  154 
  

THIS WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE:  

USHERS:  8:00am  Dan Rys; Ed Hayes; Erv Stiemke  
  10:30am  Sheryl Pierson; Lois Crusan; Geri Quinn 
 

ACCOMPANIST:   Robert Lozen  

POWER POINT:  8:00am  Jay & Stacey Devlin Next:  Pete Larson     

 10:30am  Aiden Stebbins Next:   Finia Wilsch 
  
LIVESTREAM: 10:30am Aaron Rys  Next:    Volker Wilsch 
 
FELLOWSHIP: 8:00am Val Widup  10:30am Evelyn Marchant 
      Ellen Krueger 
 
NURSERY: 8:00am    10:30am    
 

 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
  

Monday, Jan. 31 7:00pm Evening Worship 

Tuesday, Feb. 1 8:00am Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at Perkins on Del Prado 

   6:30pm Women’s Evening Bible Study at the home of  
     Paula Bruns 

Wed., Feb. 2  8:30am Preschool & VPK Chapel 

   10:00am The Circle Meeting 

   10:45am Women’s Bible Study 
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NEW ADULT BIBLE STUDY 

ECCLESIASTES:  THE MEANING OF LIFE 

Pastor Gensmer will begin our new Sunday morning Bible Study TODAY at 

9:15am.  Topics in this series are below. 

 TODAY  Life Under the Sun 

 February 6  Pursuing Wisdom and Education 

 February 13  Pursuing Pleasure and Self-indulgence 

 February 20  Pursuing Achievements 

 February 27  Pursuing Money 

 March 6  The End of the Matter 

INVITING ALL SINGERS 

We will start up a time again after late service for all interested singers to stick around 
and help learn some new congregational music for our upcoming worship.  New songs 
have been chosen to introduce February and March.  If we have enough interest, we 
could also prepare more of a choral selection for Holy Week. 

Practice will be held in the sanctuary at 11:50am. 

EVENING WORSHIP MONDAYS at 7:00pm 

Another option for worship is Monday evenings at 7:00pm. This service provides 

a worship option for those who are unable to join us for worship on Sunday 

mornings.  This will also enable us to spread our worshipers among the three 

services as a way to avoid overcrowding.  Monday’s service will be a repeat of 

the worship service on Sunday each week.  Communion will be offered during 

the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month.   
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All youth entering 4th - 9th grades in Fall of 2022 are invited to a 

fantastic week of so much fun and growing God’s Word! Hosted at 

the Georgia FFA camp in Covington, GA, we're inviting youth to 

take part in engaging worship & Bible studies, great activities, and 

opportunities to meet new friends. Talk to your youth leader for 

registration information.  

• Where - Georgia FFA/FCCLA Camp in Covington, GA 

• When – July 25-29 

• How much - $295/youth  

• Who - those entering 4th - 9th grades (as for Fall 2022)  

• For more information, visit southatlanticyouth.com 

  

FORWARD IN CHRIST MAGAZINES 
& 

MEDITATIONS DEVOTIONALS 
 

Please be sure to pick up a copy of Forward in Christ magazine and the new 
Meditations devotional when you leave this morning.  The ushers may assist 
you. 
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2022 WELS International Youth Rally 

June 28-July 1 

University of Tennessee, Knoxville 

Royal people. Momentous Purpose. We are here and now “for such a time as 

this” (Esther 4:14). 

Esther’s life was riveting. God’s love for her was amazing. God’s work through her was 

powerful. Esther was a royal woman who served a momentous purpose. We serve a 

momentous purpose too! Like Esther, our lives are riveting because of God’s amazing love 

and God’s powerful work. We are his royal people prepared, placed, and serving Here and 

Now for such a time as this. 

Join us as a family of believers at the 2022 WELS International Youth Rally! 

Registration runs March 8–May 31 

$375 early-bird rate for full payment until April 30 

$395 May 1–31  

It’s Alzheimer’s 
It’s time for extraordinary love. 

  

ALZHEIMER’S PRESENTATION—MONDAY, JANUARY 31st 

Pastor Curt Seefeldt, author of “It’s Alzheimer’s—It’s Time for Extraordinary 
Love” and Director of Church Relations at The Lutheran Home Association will 
present a Bible Study followed by a lunch Luncheon on Monday, January 31st 
from 9:45am—1:15pm at the Forest Country Club, 6100 Club Boulevard in Fort 
Myers.   

Register by January 26th by calling Joyce White at 239-565-5810; or through her 
email: joyce433@comcast.net.  Cost is $18 for lunch (cash or check payable to 
Forest Country Club).  Photo ID is required to enter the gate. 
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Thursdays at 6:30pm 

Beginning February 10th  

A Class on the Basic Teachings of the Lutheran Faith 

10 sessions 

Why this class? 

A systematic course…  Provides you a basic, orderly framework for all that the Bible 

teaches. 

A comfortable learning environment... All your questions are encouraged, but you are 

never expected to participate beyond your comfort level. 

A connection to our church… Build relationships within this small group setting, 

understand the faith and mission that joins together Abiding 

Love, and consider membership. 

A Life-giving and life-shaping study…  Come to know in new or deeper ways the God 

who made and redeemed you.  

                
ABOUT ABIDING LOVE: Abiding Love Lutheran Church is a congregation in the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), with almost 400,000 members in 49 
states and missionaries in 23 nations. The WELS is committed to the Scriptures as the 
inspired, inerrant Word of God, and therefore the only guide for faith and life. If you would 
like to know more about us, or if you’re seeking Biblical counseling, give Pastor Gensmer 
a call at 850-445-1970 or email him at: pastor@abiding-love.com.  


