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OUR MISSION STATEMENT 

“We, as a Christian congregation, are committed to reaching out with the true Gospel 
of Jesus Christ, while living and growing ourselves in God’s Word.” 

WELCOME! 

Thank you for joining us in worship today. In our service we gather before Jesus our 
Savior to offer him worship and praise. We also gather to strengthen ourselves 
through the study of God’s holy and powerful word. 

• Restrooms are located to the left as you exit the church. 

• The Elders request that we observe five minutes of quiet time in the sanctuary 
prior to the start of each service.  Please be seated and use this time to 
prepare for worship, read through the bulletin announcements, or watch the 
screens for upcoming events and information. 

• We love families. Your children are welcome in our service. Thanks for bringing 
them to hear about Jesus. If you would like, there are children’s worship bags 
with lessons, crayons, and books in the back of the church.  An usher can assist 
you.   

• If you desire, there is a nursery space set up in the Fellowship Hall where 
parents may supervise young children when necessary.  The service may be 
heard from this room. 

• Please silence your cell phones. 

January 9, 2022 FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
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January 9, 202  FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 

 

SERIES THEME:  UNCOVERED 

We are in the season of the Church called Epiphany, a Greek word that means "to 
appear." Salvation has appeared in the person of Jesus Christ. In Epiphany, the 
Church explores everything that Christ makes apparent about God. You see, we 
need God to appear to us and make himself known to us. For not only is God beyond 
our understanding, his works and his ways are contrary to mankind's natural 
assumptions about him. In other words, the truth about God cannot possibly be 
discovered by us. Rather, it needs to be uncovered for us. That's what the Spirit is 
doing for us during this season of Epiphany. Week after week, surprising truths 
about Jesus our King and life in his kingdom will be uncovered. 
 

THEME OF THE DAY:  Anointing Uncovered:   
What the Eye Sees Differs from What God Decrees 

Our sight tends to be the sense we trust most. We say we will believe something 

when we see it. That presents a problem when it comes to the work of God. So often 

what our eye sees differs from what God decrees. This is true of the life of Jesus. In 

the eyes of the world, he was nothing special. This is also true in the life of the 

Christian. To the world, the believer does not look more blessed than the unbeliever. 

In fact, the believer may appear to have more hardships as the devil and his allies 

attempt to destroy him. So, to assure his children, God connects his grace, power, 

and blessing to something we can see—a visible sign: the anointing of baptism. 
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Opening Hymn - To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord CW 377 

 

 

 
 

5 The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight 

anointed Christ in glorious sight 

as God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall 

to save the world and free us all. 

 

6 Now rise, faint hearts: be resolute! 
This man is Christ, our substitute! 
He was baptized in Jordan’s stream, 
proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme. 

Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
Tune: Public domain 

 

 

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
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Confession 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just  

    and will forgive us our sins  

    and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

  

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

    I am sinful by nature  

        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

    I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

    I have not loved others as I should.  

        I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

        with his innocent suffering and death.  

    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
Silence for meditation and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 

gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant 

of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the  

Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord, Have Mercy  CW 174 
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Tune: © 1984, 1985, 1992 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
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Glory to God in the Highest CW 176 
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Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
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+ The Word + 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 
  

Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan, you proclaimed him your beloved 

Son and anointed him with the Holy Spirit. Keep us who are baptized into Christ faithful in our 

calling as your children, and make us heirs with him of everlasting life; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Children's Lesson 

First Reading 1 Samuel 16:1–13 

 1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him as 

king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of 

Bethlehem. I have chosen one of his sons to be king.” 

 2But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill me.” 

 The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3Invite 

Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate.” 

 4Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the elders of the town 

trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you come in peace?” 

 5Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate yourselves 

and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to 

the sacrifice. 

 6When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed stands here 

before the LORD.” 

 7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have 

rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward 

appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.” 

 8Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, “The LORD 

has not chosen this one either.” 9Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has 
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the LORD chosen this one.” 10Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to 

him, “The LORD has not chosen these.” 11So he asked Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?” 

 “There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the sheep.” 

 Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.” 

 12So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with health and had a fine 

appearance and handsome features. 

 Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.” 

 13So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from 

that day on the Spirit of the LORD came powerfully upon David. Samuel then went to Ramah. 

  

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please Stand 

Gospel Acclamation Mark 1:11

 

 
         Tune: © 2010 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

Gospel Luke 3:15–17,21,22 

 15The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in their hearts if John might 

possibly be the Messiah. 16John answered them all, “I baptize you with water. But one who is 

more powerful than I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His winnowing fork is in his hand to clear his 

threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but he will burn up the chaff with 

unquenchable fire.” 

 21When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too. And as he was praying, 

heaven was opened 

 22and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from 

heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.” 

Cong.
g. 
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 The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

Be seated 

Sermon Hymn - Through Simple Water, Drawn and Poured CW 685 

 

 

 
Text: © 2021 Mark G. Schroeder, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

Tune: Public domain 

Sermon “Uncover Your Anointing” 

Sermon Text Titus 3:4–7 

 4But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, 5he saved us, not because of 

righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. He saved us through the washing of 

rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 6whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus 

Christ our Savior, 7so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the 

hope of eternal life. 
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 Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

        maker of heaven and earth, 

        of all that is, 

        seen and unseen. 

  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

        eternally begotten of the Father, 

        God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

        begotten, not made, 

        of one being with the Father. 

    Through him all things were made. 

    For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

        was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 

        and became truly human. 

    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

    He suffered death and was buried. 

    On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

    He ascended into heaven 

        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

        and his kingdom will have no end. 

  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

        the Lord, the giver of life, 

        who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

        who in unity with the Father and the Son  

            is worshiped and glorified, 

        who has spoken through the prophets. 

    We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

    We look for the resurrection of the dead 

        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church 

Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you forgive our sins in Christ. Lead 

us to see clearly the path you have laid out for us. 

Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard today. 

  

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your Word. Fill them with a love 

like yours as they proclaim your grace to us and all people. 

Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve. 

  

Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and wives to love each other 

with commitment, respect, and patience. Help parents to grasp the eternal value of keeping 

their children close to Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are single and make them a 

blessing to others. 

Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure hearts and minds. 

  

Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies. Give us respect for those 

who protect us from crime. Lead us to value the rights of our fellow citizens and to defend those 

who cannot defend themselves. 

Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may be proclaimed to all. 

  

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and friends. Overcome unbelief, 

and open the hearts of people everywhere to believe the good news that Jesus has forgiven 

their sins and opened the gates of heaven. 

Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust in you. 

  

Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body or mind. 

[Special prayers.] 

Give patience and compassion to all who care for the sick and dying. 

Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 
  
Silent prayer 
  
Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people. Hear our prayers, 

spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom and grace. 

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 
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Offering and Attendance 

Our offering to the Lord our Savior God flows from hearts of joy and love. The offering is used to support the work of 
proclaiming the gospel message here and around the world. No one is obligated to join in the offering. To give an 
offering electronically, visit our website: www.abiding-love.com/giving and click on “donate.” We ask our members, 
friends, and those visiting with us today to complete an attendance card located in the seat backs and place it in the 
offering plate. If your contact information has recently changed, please indicate this so we may update our records. 
 

+ The Sacrament + 
Abiding Love joins in the historic practice of the Christian Church regarding "close" communion.  What this means is 
that our pastor takes his responsibility to spiritually care for each soul in our congregation very compassionately and 
seriously.  We want those coming to the Lord's table to do so to their spiritual benefit and not harm.  We also want the 
oneness expressed in receiving Holy Communion to be genuine and not contrived. 

Since this is what we believe, we respectfully ask, if you are not a member of a sister church in WELS or ELS, that you 
refrain from joining us at communion today.  We truly want you to participate in communion with us, but we ask that 
you give Pastor Gensmer an opportunity to privately speak with you about it first.  Thank you! 

(In preparation for communion, please see p. 295 in Christian Worship for questions Dr. Martin Luther 
prepared for those who intend to go to the Sacrament.) 

 

Preface CW 183 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
  

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lived among us 

as a human being and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace and truth. Therefore, with 

all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 

song: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created the world 

and all who live in it, and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for the grace of 

your Son, Jesus Christ. 

  

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to death, even 

death on a cross. He offered himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its curse and 

penalty. He rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal life with you. He conquered 

our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace and glory. 
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Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his suffering, death, 

and resurrection. Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. Hear our praise 

and receive our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven, 

 hallowed be your name, 

 your kingdom come, 

 your will be done 

  on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins, 

 as we forgive those 

 who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

 and the glory are yours 

 now and forever. Amen. 

 

Words of Institution 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, 

he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my  body, which is given 

for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

  

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is 

my  blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 

this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 

 

Distribution 
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Distribution Hymn -- Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord CW 661 

 

 

 

 
        Text and tune: Public domain 
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Distribution Hymn -- Amazing Grace  CW 576 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his mercy endures forever. 

 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us in 

this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and 

strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to live as your holy people until that day when 

you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

385 Christ Begins CW 385 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: © 2017  Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 709601 
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Silent Prayer 

After announcements, the ushers will dismiss the rows from front to back. 

Acknowledgments 

Setting Two from Christian Worship 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. 

Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved 

worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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  LAST WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE: 

ATTENDANCE:         

8:00am:  54        10:30am:  77         7:00pm:  6 Total:  137 
  

THIS WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE:  

USHERS: 8:00am  Dan Rys; Ed Hayes; Erv Stiemke 
  

  10:30am  Sheryl Pierson; Lois Crusan; Linda Gosey; Geri Quinn 
    

ACCOMPANISTS:  Josh Gensmer  
   

POWER POINT:      8:00am   Jay & Stacy Devlin Next:  Kevin & Wendy Beichler 

 10:30am  Ashley Stebbins  Next:  Finia Wilsch 
   
LIVESTREAM: 10:30am   Aaron Rys   Next:  Volker Wilsch 
  
FELLOWSHIP: 8:00am    10:30am   
   
  

NURSERY: 8:00am       10:30am  Shannon Kolakowski  
  
ALTAR GUILD: 8:00am Brooke Mahnke     10:30am  Nicky Shelton 
(1/9 & 1/23)  

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Mon., Jan. 10 7:00pm  Evening Worship w/Communion 

Tues., Jan. 11 8:00am  Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at House of Omelets  
   (on Pine Island Road) 

 6:30pm  Women’s Bible Study at Paula Bruns’ home 

Wed., Jan. 12 8:30am  Preschool & VPK Chapel 

 10:45am  Women’s Bible Study 

Thurs., Jan. 13 4:00pm  Livestream Bible Study 

Sun., Jan. 16 8:00am &  African Mission Festival with Rev. John Roebke,  
 10:30am      Missionary to Africa 

Sun., Jan. 23 9:45am  Financial Planning Workshop w/Mark Arnold 
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  WELS FINANCIAL PLANNING—JANUARY 23rd at 9:45am 
  

Mark Arnold, from the Synod Office of Estate Planning will be at Abiding Love on 
Sunday, January 23rd to conduct a workshop on estate planning at 9:45am, between 
the two worship services. 

 Mark was called as a Christian giving counselor for the South Atlantic District in 2017 
after working nearly 30 years in the finance and insurance industry.  He serves as a 
giving counselor, specializing in deferred gifts—gifts that will help fund the future of 
our Synod. 

 “I have been privileged to hear the Word and witness how the synod helps WELS 
members share the good news of Jesus. We all have varying gifts as part of this 
ministry, and the beautiful hymn “Hark! The Voice of Jesus Calling” asks, “Who will go 
and work today?” Using my financial experience, I look forward to answering, “Here 
am I—send me, send me.” — Mark Arnold 

Mark and his wife Kathy live in Leesburg, Fla., and attend St. Mark Lutheran Church.  

THANK YOU! 
The Preschool and VPK staff would like to offer a heartfelt “Thank You” to 
everyone who gave gifts and donations for the Giving Tree this Christmas.  We also 
thank the ladies of the Circle for sharing the proceeds of the holiday cookie sale.  
The generosity we have been shown has truly blessed all of us and our students.  
Thank you and may the Lord God bless you! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL & BIBLE CLASS RESUME TODAY AT 9:15am 
Everyone is welcome to join our Sunday School and Adult Bible Study classes today.  
Classes for children ages 3+ are offered as well as an Adult Bible study that is led by 
Pastor Gensmer in the Sanctuary. 
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                   AFRICAN MISSION FESTIVAL 

              JANUARY 16TH 
 

On January 16th Missionary John Roebke will be at Abiding Love to share his 
experiences of serving as the Director of Communications for One Africa Team. 
Missionary Roebke and his wife Nancy have been living in Malawi since June 2017 and 
currently reside in the city of Lilongwe.  

 Missionary Roebke serves as One Africa Team's liaison to the LCMC Kenya, a church 
body that WELS has enjoyed fellowship with since 2017.  Learn more at 
https://wels.net/serving-others/missions/africa/kenya  

 Missionary Roebke works closely with the Publications committee of the Lutheran 
Church of Central Africa – Malawi Synod to produce and distribute books and tracts. 
In addition, he is responsible for coordinating publications efforts across Africa with 
the WELS Multi-Language Publications Committee (MLP). 

 As a member of One Africa Team, Missionary Roebke oversees the social media and 
communications ministry for WELS missions in Africa. He manages a missions blog 
called “WELS Friends of Africa.” Visit www.oneafricateam.com to sign up for weekly 
updates. You can also follow WELS Africa missions on Facebook at “One Africa 
Team.” 

Both John and Nancy Roebke are graduates of Fox Valley Lutheran HS (’86). The 
Roebkes served as WELS missionaries in Eastern Europe from 1994-2003. They have 
also served congregations in Wisconsin and Alabama, and have two daughters who 

live in the United States.  

ABOUT ABIDING LOVE: Abiding Love Lutheran Church is a congregation in the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), with almost 400,000 members in 49 states 
and missionaries in 23 nations. The WELS is committed to the Scriptures as the inspired, 
inerrant Word of God, and therefore the only guide for faith and life. If you would like to 
know more about us, or if you’re seeking Biblical counseling, give Pastor Gensmer a call at 
850-445-1970 or email him at: pastor@abiding-love.com. 

https://wels.net/serving-others/missions/africa/kenya
http://www.oneafricateam.com/

