
  

 

 

Week One 

OPEN HEARTS  
Firstfruits Giving  

January 17, 2021 



2 

 

 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

Today we begin a three-week stewardship emphasis. The word stewardship is often seen as 
a dirty word—a gimmick to get people to dig deeper and “give ’til it hurts.” Nothing 
could be further from the truth! Instead, stewardship is a precious word that sums 
up the Christian life. It encourages us to be who we truly are in Christ: Precious 
people who have been richly blessed by a Father who knows how to give good gifts 
to his children! 

Christians face a daily struggle. We have two paths set before us. The New Man, 
created within us at baptism, wants to live for Christ and the life that is to come. But our 
sinful nature focuses us on this life. That struggle pulls us in two directions when it comes to 
how we set our priorities or use our time. The struggle is especially noticeable when we 
wrestle with how to use the financial resources God has given us. 

The Lord speaks about worldly wealth and possessions in over 2,300+ passages of Scripture. 
In other words, God speaks to us about worldly wealth roughly three times more often than 
he does about faith! Why? So that God can get to the “heart of the matter.” Money and 
possessions are God’s gifts to us. Sadly, human hearts often lust after these gifts and forget 
about the Giver. What heartache comes from a love affair with money and possessions! 
What good can result for us, for the Church, and for the world as we put the Giver first—
offering back to him the FIRSTFRUITS of all that he has entrusted to us. God is many places. 
Second place in our hearts dare never be one of them! 

Christ’s willing sacrifice for us is our motivation and inspiration to give back to God. May he 
open the hearts of his people to offer him our first and our best! 

Our worth will follow this path. 

Week One:      OPEN HEARTS (Firstfruits Giving) 

Week Two:      OPEN MINDS (Proportionate Giving) 

Week Three:         OPEN HANDS (Sacrificial Giving) 

ABIDING LOVE EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  

Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) 

3205 S. Chiquita Blvd. + Cape Coral, Florida  33914 

Pastor John Gensmer + 239-984-1441 church office 

www.abiding-love.com 

www.abidinglovepreschool.com 

Email:  info@abiding-love.com 

VPK Director + Cindy Hubble 239-984-1442  

Early Childhood Ministry Director + Jessica Roberts 239-984-1443 
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OPENING HYMN (8:00am) All Depends on Our Possessing | CW421:1-4 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

SUNDAY SCHOOL OPENING VERSE (10:30am) Luke 2:8-14  

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby keeping watch over 
their flocks at night.  An angel of the Lord appeared to them and the glory of the 
Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  But the angel said to them, 
“Do not be afraid, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all people.  
Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you:  He is Christ the 
Lord.  This will be a sign to you:  You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and 
lying in a manger.  Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared 
with the angel praising God and saying:  “Glory to God in the highest, and on 
earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL OPENING HYMN (10:30am) “How Many Kings”   

 Follow the star to a place unexpected 
Would you believe, after all we've projected 
A child in a manger? 
Lowly and small, the weakest of all 
Unlikeliest hero, wrapped in his mother's shawl  
Just a child  
Is this who we've waited for?  

'Cause how many kings step down from their thrones 
How many lords have abandoned their homes? 
How many greats have become the least for me? 
And how many gods have poured out their hearts 
To romance a world that is torn all apart? 
How many fathers gave up their sons for me? 

Bringing our gifts for the newborn Savior 
All that we have, whether costly or meek 
Because we believe 
Gold for his honor, and frankincense for his pleasure 
And myrrh for the cross He will suffer 
Do you believe? 
Is this who we've waited for? 

How many kings step down from their thrones? 
How many lords have abandoned their homes? 
How many greats have become the least for me? 
And how many gods have poured out their hearts 
To romance a world that is torn all apart? 
How many fathers gave up their sons for me? 
Only one did that for me 

How many kings step down from their thrones? 
How many lords have abandoned their homes? 
How many greats have become the least? 
How many gods have poured out their hearts 
To romance a world that is torn all apart? 
How many fathers gave up their sons for me? 
Only one did that for me 
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INVOCATION (8:00 & 10:30) 

M: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C: Amen.  

M: The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. 

C: Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; his greatness no one can fathom.   

M: The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. 

C: One generation commends your works to another; they tell of your mighty acts.   

M: The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live in it. 

C: Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures through all 

generations. The Lord is trustworthy in all he promises and faithful in all he does. 

Psalm 24:1; 145:1,3,4,13 

  

CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION 

M: Lord God, heavenly Father, we humbly come before you today knowing that we have failed 

to speak lovingly, think purely, or act rightly. We have sinned against you and against 

others… 

 …in wasting the precious time you give us. 

C: ...in our slowness and hesitancy to spread your Gospel. 

M: ...in the faithful care of our relationships. 

C: ...in our restless and relentless preoccupation with worldly wealth. 

M: ...in caring for the bodies and minds you have given us. 

C: ...in our refusal to make you our first priority. 

Silence for personal reflection 

M: Hear our confession, for we have sinned and are in need of your mercy and forgiveness. 

C: Lord, have mercy upon us.  
Christ, have mercy upon us.  
Lord, have mercy upon us.  
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M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own 

dear child. May God give you strength to live according to his will. 

C: Amen. 

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord! 

HYMN Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly |  CW 484:1-2 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY  

M: O Lord, giver of life and source of all love, we know that all we have received 

comes from your gracious hand. Help us to always use your gifts wisely and teach us 

to share them generously. Send your Holy Spirit to work through us, that many more 

might come to know the saving riches of your Son. May our faithful stewardship 

bear witness to the love of your Son in our hearts, through Jesus Christ, your Son, 

our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

FIRST LESSON Haggai 1:1-11 

1 In the second year of King Darius, on the first day of the sixth month, the word of 
the Lord came through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of 
Judah, and to Joshua son of Jozadak, the high priest: 

2 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “These people say, ‘The time has not yet 
come to rebuild the Lord’s house.’” 

3 Then the word of the Lord came through the prophet Haggai: 4 “Is it a time for you 
yourselves to be living in your paneled houses, while this house remains a ruin?” 

5 Now this is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your 
ways. 6 You have planted much, but harvested little. You eat, but never have 
enough. You drink, but never have your fill. You put on clothes, but are not warm. You 
earn wages, only to put them in a purse with holes in it.” 

7 This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways. 8 Go up 
into the mountains and bring down timber and build my house, so that I may take 
pleasure in it and be honored,” says the Lord. 9 “You expected much, but see, it turned 
out to be little. What you brought home, I blew away. Why?” declares 
the Lord Almighty. “Because of my house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is 
busy with your own house. 10 Therefore, because of you the heavens have withheld their 
dew and the earth its crops. 11 I called for a drought on the fields and the mountains, on 
the grain, the new wine, the olive oil and everything else the ground produces, on people 
and livestock, and on all the labor of your hands.” 

The Lord asks his people to give careful thought about the relationship between their finances and their faith. 
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GOSPEL Luke 12:13-21 

Jesus teaches it is the height of folly to live for this temporal life, forgetting of the eternal life that is to come. 

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the 
inheritance with me.” 

14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between 
you?” 15 Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be on your guard against all kinds of 
greed; life does not consist in an abundance of possessions.” 

16 And he told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded an 
abundant harvest. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I do? I have no place to store 
my crops.’ 

18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger 
ones, and there I will store my surplus grain. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have 
plenty of grain laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, drink and be merry.”’ 

20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded 
from you. Then who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ 

21 “This is how it will be with whoever stores up things for themselves but is not 
rich toward God.” 

M: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Apostles’ Creed CONFESSION OF FAITH 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 

The third day he rose again from the dead. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty. 

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy Christian Church,  

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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SERMON HYMN What Is the World to Me  |  CW477 

SERMON Haggai 1:1-11 

Theme:  “Giving to God Doesn’t Make a Bit of Sense!” 
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HYMN Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly |  CW484:3 

Our offering to the Lord our Savior God flows from hearts of joy and love. The offering is used 

to support the work of proclaiming the gospel message here and around the world. No one is 

obligated to join in the offering. 

To give an offering electronically, visit our website: www.abiding-love.com/giving and click on 

“donate.” 

We ask our members, friends, and those visiting with us today to complete a green card 

located in the seat backs. If your contact information has recently changed, please indicate this 

so we may update our records. 

OFFERING  

At this time children will be invited to join our Director of Youth in the Fellowship Hall 
for some special children’s activities. 

http://www.abiding-love.com/giving
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M: Lord God, you created the heavens and the earth. 

C: Every animal of the forest is yours as well as the cattle on a thousand hills. 

M: Lord, from your hand comes boundless riches. 

C: We thank you, Lord, for making us your stewards. We pray that you will grant 

us faith so we can please you in our stewardship. 

M: Lord, help us to see the time, the talents, and the financial resources we have are a 

sacred trust from you. 

C: We ask for your help, Lord, to use all our resources in worthwhile activities 

that will give you honor and praise. 

M: Lord, help us to spend time in your Word and in prayer that you might nourish the 

faith you give us. 

C: Please change us, Lord, from fear and selfishness to trust and generosity. 

 Special prayers and petitions may be offered here. 

M: Help us, Lord, to be wise and fruitful stewards of the opportunities that you give us 

to use our gifts. 

C: Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will 

be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now 

and forever.  Amen. 
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BIBLE STUDY: Firstfruits Giving 

I. INTRODUCTION 

? What comes to mind when you hear the word “stewardship”? When you heard that we 

would be talking about stewardship for three weeks, what was your response? 

 

  

It is easy to think of “stewardship” as being a discussion about money. Consider the 

following quote:  

Stewardship isn't a subcategory of the Christian life. Stewardship is 

the Christian life. After all, what is stewardship except that God has 

entrusted to us life, time, talents, money, possessions, family, and his 

grace? In each case, he evaluates how we regard what he has 

entrusted to us—and what we do with it.  

(Randy Alcon in Money, Possessions, and Eternity, p. 140) 

Stewardship = Management of the __________ of the  

________ + ________ + ________ + _________ 

that God gives me 

? If “stewardship is the Christian life,” why will a modern stewardship study need to focus 

on money, perhaps more than ever before in history? 

 

 

 

 

 

Psalm 20:7 

Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the name of 

the Lord our God.  

? Complete: Stewardship does not just give the Lord honor. It demonstrates that we 

___________ him. 
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Proverbs 3:9 

Honor the Lord with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all your 

crops;  then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will 

brim over with new wine.  

? When God calls for firstfruits giving in that passage, what is the amount he asks for? 

 

 

Deuteronomy 26:8-10 

So the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an 

outstretched arm, with great terror and with miraculous signs and 

wonders. He brought us to this place and gave us this land, a land 

flowing with milk and honey; and now I bring the firstfruits of the soil 

that you, O LORD, have given me. 

? Again, no amount is stipulated for this firstfruits offering. What is stressed is the 

attitude. How would you characterize the attitude of the Israelite when he brought his 

firstfruits offerings? 

 

 

 

Mark 10:21-22 

Jesus looked at him and loved him. "One thing you lack," he said. 

"Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have 

treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.” At this the man's face 

fell. He went away sad, because he had great wealth. 

? This man had claimed to follow all of God’s law. Was God actually first in his life? 

Give the reason for your answer. 

The focus of firstfruits giving is not  

the __________ but the ___________. 

II. FIRSTFUIT BASICS 
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Genesis 1:1 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 

Psalm 24:1 

The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who live 

in it;  for he founded it on the seas and established it on the waters.  

? Do you believe the passages above are literally true? If so, how does that have to affect 

the way you approach stewardship? 

 

 

 

John 1:2 

He [Jesus] was with God [the Father] in the beginning. 

John 3:16 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that 

whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.  

Romans 5:8 

While we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

? What do these passages teach us about how God gives. 

God gave us his __________ and gave us his ___________. 

 

 

The focus of firstfruits giving is not on  

__________ but on ___________. 
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The Challenge 

If you are not in the spiritual habit of giving to the Lord first, it is time to reconsider that 

habit. The First Commandment dictates that we are to fear, love and trust in God above all 

things. Firstfuits giving helps us do exactly that. It tangibly puts God first. 

III.  NEWS AND NOTES 

 Every member will receive a 10 for 10 commitment card. Keep it in a safe place and 

begin to pray about it. Do not fill it out yet! Instead, this first week, invest yourself in 

praying about why you do or do not practice firstfruits giving. If you do, is your attitude 

correct? If you do not, ask yourself: does God ever command something that isn’t meant 

to be a blessing for me? “Honor the LORD with your wealth, with the firstfruits of all 

your crops; then your barns will be filled to overflowing, and your vats will brim over 

with new wine” (Proverbs 3:9-10). That’s God’s promise to you!  

 Over the next couple weeks, we will talk about how to respond to God’s love and grace 

in our stewardship. At the end of this three week emphasis members will be asked to fill 

out those cards, which are a ten-week giving plan. 

 Additional devotional material has been/will be shared. Read. Ponder. Pray. 

Romans 7:18 

For I know that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in 

my sinful nature. For I have the desire to do what is good, but I cannot 

carry it out.  

Galatians 5:24 

Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.  

? These passages teach: 

 Through my sinful nature, ___________ assures that God will always come anywhere but 

first. 

 Through the Spirit we are ___________ to give in a way that glorifies God—Creator, Savior, 
Spirit. As God’s children, he comes first! 
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BLESSING                                                                         

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. 
 Live in harmony  with one another. 
 Serve the Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give  you peace. 

C: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN 
(8:00am verse 5 only) 

All Depends on Our Possessing  |  CW421 
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SERVING THIS WEEK AT ABIDING LOVE:  

USHERS: 8:00am   Dan Rys, Ed Hayes, Erv & Sandy Stiemke   
 
  10:30am Sheryl Pierson, Lois Crusan, Geri Quinn,  

   Linda Gosey 
 
ACCOMPANIST:  8:00am  Sarah Miller  Next: Katie Schlomer 
  10:30am Jack Lehnhardt            Evelyn Marchant 
 

POWER POINT: 8:00am  Dan Ruege  Next: Pete Larson 

 10:30am  Joshua Hellings  Next:  Aiden Stebbins 

 

LIVESTREAM: 10:30am Matt Visaggio    Next: Aaron Rys 

 
 
 

THIS WEEK’S CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

Monday, January 18   NO VPK 

    6:30pm  Evening Worship Service  

Tuesday, January 19 8:00am  Men’s Fellowship Breakfast at 
      House of Omelets on Pine Island Rd. 

    9:00-1:00 BLOOD DRIVE 

    6:30pm Church Council Meeting 

    6:30pm Women’s Bible Study at the Bruns 

Wednesday, January 20 8:30am Preschool/VPK Chapel 

    11:00am  Women’s Bible Study  

    6:30pm Bible Basics Class (in Person & Zoom) 

Thursday, January 21 4:00pm Online Bible Study 

    5:30pm Women’s Evening Bible Study 
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BIBLE STUDY OPPPORTUNITIES 
 
 
 

 

SUNDAY MORNING ADULT BIBLE STUDY Sundays at 9:15am 

Below are the upcoming topics Pastor Gensmer will be covering in our Adult 
Sunday School in January.  We hope you can join us! 
 

   TODAY   — Is Genesis History (Video Part 1)  

   Jan. 24th — Is Genesis History (Video Part 2) 
 

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP BREAKFAST & BIBLE STUDY     Tuesdays at 8:00am 

The Men’s Fellowship Breakfast meets every Tuesday morning at 8:00am at 
the House of Omelets on Pine Island Road.  This breakfast includes a short 
weekly study entitled “19 Minutes with Luther” that is based on Pastor 
Gensmer’s Thursday online Bible study on Luther’s Small Catechism from the 
previous week.  All men are invited to join this group.  Please contact Keith 
Eldred for further information (307-631-6756 or kceldred@gmail.com). 

WOMEN’S EVENING BIBLE STUDY AT THE BRUNS    Tuesdays at 6:30pm 

Paula Bruns offers a women’s bible study at her home (5695 Bolla Ct. in Fort 
Myers) on Tuesday evenings from 6:30-7:30pm.  The group is currently 
studying the Book of Judges. If you are interested in joining this Bible study, 
contact Paula Bruns at 239-634-1008 or paulabruns@ymail.com. 
 
 
WOMEN’S MORNING BIBLE STUDY Wednesdays at 11:00am 

The Wednesday morning Women’s Bible Study is currently reading and 
studying “Enough for Now—Unpacking God’s Sufficiency” written by Sharla 
Fritz. Books are available for those who wish to join this study, please inquire in 
the church office.  The group meets every Wednesday morning at 11:00am.  
Contact Sheryl Pierson for more information (239-464-1740 or 
jspierson1945@gmail.com). 
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BIBLE STUDY OPPPORTUNITIES, cont’d 

LIVESTREAM / ONLINE BIBLE STUDY  Thursdays at 4:00pm 

Join Pastor Gensmer live every Thursday at 4:00pm on our church website or 
Facebook page as he leads us on A Walk through Luther’s Catechism.  Or, 
watch online from our website or Facebook page anytime at your convenience.   
 

  Jan. 21 — The Holy Spirit’s Work Results in the Holy Christian    
         Church 

 Jan. 28 — Public Ministry and the Keys:  Who Holds the Keys to 
           the Kingdom? 

 

WOMEN’S EVENING BIBLE STUDY      Thursdays at 5:30pm 

Women of the church are invited to join Amy Gensmer as she leads a 
discussion on topics related to Pastor Gensmer’s midweek online Bible study on 
Luther’s Small Catechism.  The study materials are entitled “19 Minutes with 
Luther.”  All are welcome.    

  

MONDAY EVENING WORSHIP OPTION HAS BEGUN 

We are now offering an additional worship service every Monday evening at 
6:30pm. 

While we have offered an evening worship during the winter months in past 
years, the intent of this additional worship service is also to address concerns 
about Covid-19. Our hope is that this additional worship option can ease 
overcrowding at our Sunday services.  We also hope this additional service can 
provide a good worship option for those who want to attend worship but need to 
take every health precaution. 

For that reason, Pastor Gensmer would ask that those attending Monday 
evening worship would choose to wear a mask.  He would also ask that at 
Monday worship we would forego all contact (handshakes, etc...) and that we 
would sit every other row in church. 

The service itself will be a repeat of the previous Sunday morning worship. 
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WALK INS WELCOME or SIGN UP FOR A TIME SLOT ON THE 
CHURCH BULLETIN BOARD. 

BLOOD DRIVE 
TUESDAY 

Sign Up Today! 
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GIVING ENVELOPES 

Giving Envelopes for 2021 are available at the Welcome Desk for those who 
have requested them.  If you would like envelopes, please let one of the ushers 
know and we will have them available for you next Sunday. 

CAR WINDOW DECALS 

The Preschool has a few car window decals available if you may be interested 
in helping us advertise our Early Education Program to the community.  Please 
see one of the ushers for assistance. 

OFFICE VOLUNTEER(S) WANTED 

Do you have an extra hour during the week that you may be willing to donate to 
the church to assist us in getting some small things done?  We could use help 
with small tasks like stocking the chair backs with visitor/attendance cards, 
stocking the children’s worship bags, tidying up the sanctuary and narthex, 
folding brochures, etc.  Ideally, a small group of people who could rotate weeks 
would be appreciated.  Please let Wendy in the church office know if you may 
be interested in helping out. 
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Week One:      OPEN HEARTS (Firstfruits Giving) 

Week Two:      OPEN MINDS (Proportionate Giving) 

Week Three:      OPEN HANDS (Sacrificial Giving) 
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ABOUT ABIDING LOVE: Abiding Love 
Lutheran Church is a congregation in the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS), 
with almost 400,000 members in 49 states and 
missionaries in 23 nations. The WELS is 

committed to the Scriptures as the inspired, inerrant Word of God, and therefore the 
only guide for faith and life. If you would like to know more about us, or if you’re seeking 
Biblical counseling, give Pastor Gensmer a call at 850-445-1970 or email him at: 
revgensmer@gmail.com. 

BEGINNING WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20th at 6:30pm 

BIBLE BASICS 
A Class on the Basic Teachings of the Lutheran Faith 

10 Sessions 

Why this class? 

A systematic course…  Provides you a basic, orderly framework for all that the Bible teaches. 

A comfortable learning environment... All your  questions are encouraged, but you are 

never expected to participate beyond your comfort level. 

A connection to our church… Build relationships within this small group setting, understand 

the faith and mission that joins together Abiding Love, and 

consider membership. 

A Life-giving and life-shaping study…  Come to know in new or deeper ways the God who 

made and redeemed you. 

Reserve your spot today—239-984-1441, or speak with Pastor Gensmer. 

mailto:revgensmer@gmail.com

