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Revelation 13:11-18
The beast from the earth

(The People’s Bible, Revelation, pages 135-138)

Look

Verse 11 “Another beast”—The questions that follow interpret this beast as symbolical of
all anti-Christian religious forces, forces that are content to ally themselves with
the world. Some interpret this beast as the antichrist, in the more narrow sense of
the term—that single person or position that will attack God’s church. This is a
possible interpretation. We prefer to apply that interpretation to the symbol in
chapter 17.

Verse 13 “Causing fire to come down from heaven”—See 2 Kings chapter 1. When Elijah
was about to be forcibly taken to wicked King Ahaziah, he called down fire from
heaven to defend himself. The second beast is able to copy this miracle and trick
the unbelievers into thinking that it is God.

Verse 18 “666”—Various interpretations have been given for this symbol. (1) The number
6 is one short of 7. Satan tries to imitate God but can’t quite do it. (2) 666 is the
numerical equivalent of latienos, which means “Latin,” making a direct
connection to the Roman antichrist. (3) The writer of this study likes the
following interpretation: Just as the number 3 1/2 symbolizes the covenant
broken, so 6 symbolizes the church broken, the false church.

Discuss

1. What clues point us to the fact that this beast is a religious agent of Satan rather than a secular
agent?

2. What is the main goal of this beast?

3. Read Daniel chapter 3, and try to discover the source for the symbol of the image (verse 14).

Apply

4. Some people worry about the mark of the beast. Some suggest we will all be wearing bar
codes someday. What is the real mark of the beast, and what tells people that we do not
belong to the beast?

Satan raised up another beast, an anti-Christian religious power, that tried to get everyone to
worship an image of the first beast. The beast put a seal on those who worshiped the image and
claimed them as its own.




