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Revelation 12:1-6
The woman, the child, and the dragon

(The People’s Bible, Revelation, pages 120-126)

Look

Verse 3 “Seven crowns”—The Greek word used here refers to diadems, not crowns of
victory. In other words, the power symbolized by these crowns was not gained in
a battle but was usurped by someone who did not have a right to rule. His rule
was a pretend rule, meant to deceive people.

Verse 4 “Swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth”—See
Daniel 8:8-12. In these verses, Daniel sees a vision of a Greek ruler, Antiochus
Epiphanes, a wicked king who defiled God’s temple. He lived about 150 years
before Christ. From his description in Daniel and from Jesus’ words in Matthew
24:15, it is clear that Antiochus Epiphanes is a type of the antichrist. In Daniel,
he is said to have swept some of the “starry host” from heaven and trampled on
them, attempting to show his power over God’s saints and angels. The same idea
is expressed in the above phrase from verse 4.

Discuss

1. Identify the woman from these clues: (1) She was clothed with the sun. (2) The moon was
under her feet. (3) A crown of twelve stars was on her head. (4) She was pregnant.

2. Identify the dragon from these clues: (1) He swept a third of the stars out of the sky. (2) He
stood in front of the woman to devour her child as soon as it was born.

3. Identify the child from the fact that he will rule all nations with an iron scepter. (See Psalm
2:9.)

4. What is symbolized by the child being taken up to God? by the woman fleeing into the desert,
where she will be taken care of for 1,260 days?

Apply

5. In what sense do we live in the desert?

In symbolical forms, John saw the history of the church starting at Jesus’ birth.




