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Revelation 11:8-14
The witnesses are mocked by men but vindicated by God

(The People’s Bible, Revelation, pages 113-115)

Look

Verse 8 “Figuratively called Sodom and Egypt”—This is one verse that makes it clear
that Revelation is built on symbols. The city where the bodies of the witnesses
were lying is Jerusalem, for that is where their Lord was crucified. But the city is
called Sodom because of the wickedness in it, and it is called Egypt because of
how it oppressed God’s people.

Verse 11 “Three and a half days”—This probably refers to the short period at the end
when Satan deceives the nations and makes his final onslaught against the
church. Three and a half days is a short period of time compared with the longer
period mentioned in verses 2 and 3. The idea, however, is the same. It refers to
the time during which the covenant breakers are having their way.

Discuss

1. Why was the city of Jerusalem chosen as the symbol for the place where God’s martyrs will
be killed?

2. Why will the inhabitants of the city gloat over their victory and send each other gifts in order
to celebrate? Hint: Focus on the word tormented in verse 10.

3. Why did terror strike those who saw the witnesses rise from the dead?

4. What do you think is symbolized by the catastrophes mentioned in verse 13?

Apply

5. The Lord says that the gates of Hades will not prevail against his church (Matthew 16:18).
Yet Christian witnesses have been killed for their faith throughout the New Testament period.
How can these two facts be reconciled?

The witnesses were killed by their enemies, but God called them into heaven as he sent his
judgment on the world.




