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Revelation 11:1-4
John measures the temple; the two witnesses

(The People’s Bible, Revelation, pages 108-112)

Look

Chapters 10 and 11 are closely related. They are both part of the interlude that follows the
sounding of the sixth trumpet. Chapter 10 contains the vision of Jesus and his command that John
preach the contents of the scroll. Chapter 11 widens this message out and shows that God’s
church as a whole will preach until it finishes God’s work. Then it will be martyred and taken up
to God in heaven.

Verse 1 “Reed”—A measuring rod. This vision is based on a similar vision in Ezekiel.
See Ezekiel 40:1-4. Ezekiel saw a symbolic representation of the new temple and
the new land of Israel. The perfect fulfillment of Ezekiel’s vision is the New
Testament church and the final dwelling of God’s people in heaven. Throughout
the last chapters of Ezekiel, an angel measures out this new city. A measuring rod
is used twice in Revelation, once to measure the church during the New
Testament period and again to measure the new Jerusalem, our eternal home.

Verses 2,3 “42 months . . . 1,260 days”—Both of these time periods are the same as three-
and-a-half years. Three and a half is a common number in Revelation. Recall that
the number of the covenant is 7. The covenant broken is 3 1/2. The Gentiles, or
covenant breakers, will have their way with the true believers.

Discuss

1. In this symbol, who are the worshipers in the area immediately around the temple? Who are
in the outer court? What do you think this symbolizes?

2. Who are symbolized by the two witnesses?

3. Why are the two witnesses also symbolized by two olive trees and two lamp stands?

Apply

4. How do the Gentiles trample on God’s temple today?

John saw God’s church and learned that the Gentiles will cause it harm.




