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Revelation 9:12-21
The sixth trumpet, the second woe

(The People’s Bible, Revelation, pages 99-103)

Look

The sixth trumpet concerns the end, just as the sixth seal did. The final onslaught of unbelievers
against the church will take place right before Jesus returns.

Verse 13 “The golden altar”—This is the same altar we saw in the introduction to this
vision (verses 1-5). In this reference, a voice speaks from the altar. The Lord may
be reminding us that even the final onslaught against the church is an answer to
the prayers of the saints. God’s people pray that Jesus will come soon, and the
final onslaught must happen before the end comes.

Verse 14 “The four angels”—These are the angels we met back in 7:1,2. There they were
prevented from wreaking harm. Now they are released. Some interpret these
angels to be evil angels. But it would not be wrong to interpret them as being
God’s good angels sent out to carry out his judgment on the world. Recall how an
angel of the Lord killed 185,000 soldiers in the Babylonian army. However, we
must be very careful to distinguish between God using the forces of evil for his
purposes and the fact that God does not commit evil.

“Bound at the great river Euphrates”—This symbol is based on the geography
of the Middle East. The forces of Assyria and Babylon would not mount
campaigns until they could cross the Euphrates in spring.

Verse 18 “A third of mankind was killed.” The final onslaught of Satan against God’s
people will clearly include general lawlessness and national strife. As Jesus said,
“The love of most will grow cold” (Matthew 24:12).

Discuss

1. The Lord’s judgments have another purpose (verses 20,21). What is that purpose?

2. It is clear that the horses and riders are symbolical. What tells us this?

Apply

3. What should Christians bear in mind when they see this vision coming to pass?

The sixth trumpet called in the final time of wickedness, destruction, and hatred.




