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Revelation 8:6-13
The first four trumpets

(The People’s Bible, Revelation, pages 93-95)

Look

The vision of the trumpets is based on the plagues God sent on Egypt. Just as the plagues on
Egypt were sent to warn the Egyptians of God’s wrath if they didn’t let his people leave the land,
so the warning judgments God sends before the end should warn the world to respect God and
honor his Word.

In Revelation, 4 is the number of the world. The first four trumpets signal God’s judgment on the
four realms of this world: the earth (meaning the land), the sea, the springs of water, and the sky.

If we join these two elements, namely that the judgments use symbols from the plagues and that
they are poured out on all parts of creation, we come away less inclined to want to interpret these
symbols literally. We are content to look around us and see everything that afflicts this world as
an aspect of God’s warning judgments.

Verses 7-12 “A third”—We see a distinct parallel between these warning judgments and the
final judgments in chapter 16. The major difference is that here only part of the
world is destroyed. When God sends his final judgments, however, everything
will be destroyed. The one-third should not be pressed too hard. It is merely a
symbol of a partial (that is, warning) judgment.

Discuss

1. Make a list of the plagues God sent on Egypt. (Exodus 7-11)

2. Which plague forms the foundation for each of the first four warning judgments?

• first trumpet

• second trumpet

• third trumpet

• fourth trumpet

Apply

3. List some of the warning judgments God is sending into this world. Think of the four realms
of this world.

God sends warning judgments on this world to lead people to repent.




