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Revelation 2:12-17
The letter to the church in Pergamum

(The People’s Bible, Revelation, pages 33-38)

Look

Verse 13 “Antipas”—Other than his name, we know nothing about Antipas. He served,
and he continues to serve as a witness to the truth.

Verse 14 “Balaam”—The story of Balaam is found in Numbers 22:1–24:25. Balaam was a
prophet (not from Israel), whom Balak, king of Moab, hired to curse Israel. This
happened right before Israel entered the Promised Land. However, instead of
cursing Israel, Balaam blessed the nation. Nevertheless, Balaam encouraged
Balak to entice Israel into idol worship so that God would punish the nation.

Verse 17 “Hidden manna”—God kept the Israelites alive in the wilderness by providing
manna. Jesus and his Word are the manna that come down from heaven. This
manna alone keeps us alive. (See John 6:49,58.)

“White stone . . . new name”—In John’s day, when a jury gave an accused
person a white stone, it meant the jury was acquitting that person. A name
describes a person. God gives his faithful a new name that means righteousness
and eternal life.

Discuss

1. What word of commendation does Jesus give the church in Pergamum?

2. What word of criticism does Jesus give the church in Pergamum?

Apply

3. What element in the description of Jesus (1:12-16) does Jesus refer to in this letter? How does
this fit into the content of the letter to Pergamum? What impact should it have on our church?

4. Just as each letter looks back to one or two elements of Jesus’ glory, so each letter looks
ahead to blessings Jesus will give his faithful. Which blessings are promised to the faithful in
this letter? What does this mean for us?

Jesus commended the church members in Pergamum for their faithfulness under persecution, but
he also warned them against harboring false teachers.




