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Revelation 7:1-8
The 144,000 sealed

(The People’s Bible, Revelation, pages 83-85)

Look

Verse 1 “Angels”—There are a total of nine angels mentioned in verses 1-3. The first
four angels are holding back the winds of the earth. They are clearly God’s holy
angels who are keeping evil in its place until God signals the time for the final
events leading up to the end of the world. There is another angel (verse 2), who
has the seal of God. This angel speaks to yet another four angels, who are given
power to usher in the final destruction of the world. It is difficult to say whether
the second four angels are God’s holy angels who are given power to harm the
earth or evil angels whom God is using as his agents. Regarding these angels, see
Revelation 9:14-16.

Verse 4 “144,000”—The numbers in Revelation are symbolical. The numbers are built
on three basic numbers: 3, 4, and 10. Three is the number of God. Four is the
number of the earth (as becomes clear in this section, where we hear about the
four corners of the earth). Ten is the number of completeness. By adding 3 and 4,
we get the number of the covenant, 7. By multiplying 3 and 4, we get the number
of the church, 12. The 144,000 represent all believers in the Old Testament
multiplied by all the believers of the New Testament multiplied by 10 to the third
power, symbolizing their absolutely complete number.

“All the tribes of Israel”—The list of the 12 tribes of Israel might tempt us to
interpret the 144,000 as coming from the nation of Israel, perhaps the modern
state of Israel, as some interpret. Yet this list in Revelation does not match any
Old Testament list. Note the abnormalities of the list in verses 5-8.

Discuss

1. What are the first four angels holding back? See Daniel 7:2 for hints on the meaning of the
“winds” (verse 1).

2. What is the seal of the living God? (See Ezekiel 9:1-6. Ezekiel saw a vision of God sealing
the believers in Jerusalem before God destroyed the city.)

Apply

3. How can we be sure we are among the 144,000?

The end will come, but before it does, the Lord will gather the elect into his kingdom.




