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Revelation 6:9-17
Seals 5 and 6 opened

(The People’s Bible, Revelation, pages 79-83)

Look

Verse 9 “The altar”—We interpret this to be the altar of burnt incense that stood before
the curtain (and therefore before the ark of the covenant) in the Old Testament
tabernacle. In Revelation, the altar is usually seen in connection with the prayers
of God’s people. This is what the altar of burnt incense symbolized in the Old
Testament. The other altar was the sacrificial altar. In Revelation, the Lamb
symbolizes the sacrifice God gave for our sins. There is no more need for God’s
people to offer burnt sacrifices to God. But there continues to be a need for God’s
people to offer up their prayers and requests.

Verse 11 “A white robe”—White robes symbolize the purity of God’s people. Giving the
saints under the altar white robes does not mean they were not already pure, but it
reinforces in their minds that God loves them and will avenge their blood.

“The number”—God knows how each of his people will suffer for him. This is
comforting. In persecution, Christians are not at the mercy of their captors but are
still in the hands of a merciful God, who knows each Christian as his own.

Discuss

1. From the clues in Revelation and from Jesus’ list of events that must happen before the end of
the world as signs of his second coming, what does the opening of the fifth seal represent?

2. From the clues in Revelation and from what Jesus tells us in Matthew 24:29-30, what does
the opening of the sixth seal represent?

3. Analyze the confession that terrified unbelievers will make on the Last Day.

Apply

4. How do we feel about the prospect of persecution coming into our lives?

5. How will we feel on the Last Day, when many are mourning?

Jesus opened the fifth and sixth seals, leading to persecution and the final judgment.




