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 1 Peter 1:1-9
Peter praises God for our living hope

(The People’s Bible, James/1,2 Peter/1,2,3 John/Jude, pages 67-75)

Look

Verse 1 “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ”—Peter identifies himself as the author of this
letter. We do not know if he ever personally served the people he is addressing.
He addresses people in Asia Minor, in locations where Paul established churches
on his first journey. Some suggest that Peter wrote from Rome while Paul was on
his mission trip to Spain, caring for Paul’s congregation when he was gone.

Discuss

1. What does Peter mean by “elect” and why does he call his readers “strangers in the world”?

2. What roles have the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit played in our lives? (verse 2)

3. Peter will encourage his readers to hold firm to the faith in the midst of persecution. But
before he does, he overwhelms us with the great blessings God has given us. Meditate on
these blessings in preparation for Peter’s encouragement to go through persecution:

• “great mercy”

• “new birth”

• “living hope”

• “an inheritance that can never . . .  fade”

• “shielded by God’s power”

• “salvation that is ready to be revealed”

4. What does Peter tell us about the length of our troubles?

5. We live by faith. What do our troubles do in relation to our faith?

Apply

6. As one of God’s people, what is the source of your joy?

Peter reminds us of the great blessings God has given us and encourages us in the midst of the
suffering we go through as God’s people.


