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1 Peter 3:1-7
Christian spouses display godly respect to each other

(The People’s Bible, James/1,2 Peter/1,2,3 John/Jude, pages 101-104)

Look

Verse 3 “Outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and
fine clothes”—In Peter’s day, all of these items were signs of extravagance, very
costly. In our culture, it is not wrong for a woman to fix her hair, wear modest
gold jewelry, and dress nicely. But it would be wrong to go to high-priced hair
stylists, wear extravagant jewelry, and covet designer dresses to display her
beauty and inflame physical desire.

Verse 7 “Weaker partner”— In general, men have more physical strength and could seek
to impose their will through force or intimidation. This has led to countless
abuses and sorrows. This is improper for one who sees his wife as a true partner
in the faith, someone without whom he is neither full nor complete and someone
with whom he is going to spend eternity.

Discuss

1. What does Peter mean with the words “in the same way” in verse 1?

2. By God’s grace, what will be the outcome of the wife’s witness to her hope in Christ?

3. Why must a wife’s true beauty come from her inner self? (verse 4)

4. What stands out as the chief concern of the apostle Peter in encouraging godly submission
and respectful leadership? (verses 1,7)

Apply

5. What types of fears might wives be tempted to “give way to”? (verse 6)

6. Why is it difficult for wives and husbands to follow the Lord’s will in their relationships with
each other?

7. Discuss: Submitting is a cross to bear, not a privilege to carry out.

God wants wives to submit to their husbands and husbands to treat their wives with respect.


