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1 Peter 2:18-25
Suffering slaves look to the example of the suffering Christ

(The People’s Bible, James/1,2 Peter/1,2,3 John/Jude, pages 98-101)

Look

Verse 18 “Slaves”—Bible writers did not work to abolish slavery. This does not mean that
they condoned slavery or considered it a normal part of human society, and they
certainly did not condone sinful practices associated with it. We are happy that
slavery as an institution is not practiced any longer, at least not as a legal activity.
Yet how many people in this world are completely free to come and go as they
wish? Many, like slaves, must work in sometimes oppressive work situations in
which they are forced to remain in order to live. Peter’s words apply to people in
such situations. Actually, everyone who works for an employer can put Peter’s
words into practice.

Discuss

1. What situation(s) would make the words of verse 18 particularly difficult to swallow for a
Christian slave/employee?

2. Why is it “commendable” before God to endure suffering for doing good? (verse 19)

3. What does the word this refer to in verse 21?

4. Peter lists several examples of how Jesus endured unjust suffering. What examples did Jesus
set? What was Jesus’ attitude when he endured suffering? (verse 23)

5. In a sense, Jesus suffered unjustly because of us. Explain.

Apply

6. What is the connection between the example of Christ and the saving work of Christ? How
will understanding this connection help us be more faithful as employers or employees?

Jesus did not retaliate when he suffered unjustly for our sins. The comfort of sins forgiven leads
us to follow his example when we are called on to unjustly suffer in our jobs.


