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1 Peter 5:8-14
Suffering Christians live in humility and with strength to the end

(The People’s Bible, James/1,2 Peter/1,2,3 John/Jude, pages 128-133)

Look

Verse 12 “Silas”—Silas probably served as Peter’s scribe in writing this letter. Some have
suggested that this letter was written in Silas’ writing style, since 2 Peter has a
somewhat different style. Silas has been Paul’s traveling companion.

Verse 13 “Babylon”—Peter greets his readers from those who are in “Babylon.” Various
interpretations of this have been offered. Most likely this is a symbolic reference
to Rome, like we find in the book of Revelation. It symbolizes those who are the
enemies of God’s people.

“Mark”—Mark gives personal greetings to the recipients of the letter. It seems
that this is John Mark, the young missionary who accompanied Paul and
Barnabas at the beginning of their first mission journey. He is also the author of
the gospel of Mark. The early church spoke of the close association between
Peter and Mark, even indicating that Mark wrote his gospel with the aid of Peter
while the two of them were at Rome.

Verse 14 “Kiss of love”—As in many cultures today, people greeted one another with a
kiss on the cheek instead of a handshake. Peter is encouraging the Christians to
add to this custom the knowledge that when Christians greet one another, it is a
sign of their love in Christ.

Discuss

1. The Bible teaches that Jesus overcame Satan. Why does Peter say that Satan can devour us?

2. What hope does Peter give us when we are called to go through temptation?

3. In the context of Peter’s letter, what is the “true grace of God”?

Apply

4. When we go through suffering, it often seems that we are all alone. Satan wants to make us
think that way, because then we are easier prey. How does Peter encourage us?

Resist the devil by holding firm to the faith. God will put an end to your suffering and raise you
up.


