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1 Peter 4:12-19
Suffering Christians are not surprised that they suffer

(The People’s Bible, James/1,2 Peter/1,2,3 John/Jude, pages 118-125)

Look

Verse 17 “It is time for judgment to begin with the family of God.” This is meant to
impress upon believers all the more the importance of being part of God’s family.
We must all stand before God’s judgment seat. What will happen to those who
reject the forgiveness they have in Christ and are outside his household?

Verse 18 “If it is hard for the righteous to be saved”—This certainly does not mean that
Christ’s forgiveness is incomplete. Rather it refers to all the Lord must do to keep
us in the faith—sufferings and chastisements are his ongoing work of keeping us
on the path to eternal life. It refers to our ongoing battle against our sinful nature.
If this is so, what will happen to those who go on merrily in their sins?

Discuss

1. Why are Christians sometimes surprised when they are called on to suffer? Why shouldn’t we
consider it a surprise that we suffer?

2. What two reasons are given in verse 13 as to why we can rejoice when we are called to
suffer?

3. What blessings does God give those who suffer for him, blessings that far outweigh anything
we have lost?

4. Peter is opening our eyes to the blessings we have when we are called to suffer for our Lord.
What reason does he add in verse 16?

Apply

5. If we are not suffering, what should we never do? If we are suffering, what should we do?

Peter lists the blessings of suffering. He encourages us to suffer, if it is according to God’s will.
He also warns us about the coming judgment and what will happen to the unbelievers who
persecute us.


