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1 Peter 3:18-22
Christians, suffer as Christ suffered for you

(The People’s Bible, James/1,2 Peter/1,2,3 John/Jude, pages 111-114)

Look

Verse 18 “Made alive by the Spirit”—This could also be translated “made alive in his
spiritual (that is, glorified) existence.” The contrast would then be this: Jesus was
put to death in the humble, physical existence he had when he walked this earth
and bore our sins. He was raised in a new and glorified existence after he paid for
our sins, an existence he still has in heaven.

Verse 19 “Through whom”—We might also translate this “in which,” meaning that after
he died, his spirit went to heaven. Early on Sunday morning, his body and soul
were reunited. In his new, glorified body, he went into hell to proclaim his
victory to the spirits there. This is the only passage in the Bible that speaks of
Jesus’ descent into hell. He preached to these spirits to make them know that
what Noah had said to them (which they rejected) had been fulfilled.

Verse 20 “Who disobeyed”—Peter probably chooses to mention these spirits because he
wants to draw a beautiful parallel between the flood and the water of Baptism.

Discuss

1. How did Christ suffer for doing good? (verse 17)

2. Compare the waters of the flood with the water of Baptism. Use the picture of the water of
the flood to help you remember your baptism.

3. What does it mean that Baptism is a “pledge of a good conscience toward God”? (verse 21)

4. Peter makes a rather unusual connection in verse 21. He connects our baptisms and Jesus’
resurrection. See Romans 6:3,4. What is the connection?

Apply

5. Picture where Jesus is right now (verse 22). How does this inspire you to trust in him despite
the suffering you must go through on earth?

Jesus died and rose. Through our baptisms, we have been joined to his resurrection.


