
Lesson 3 --  

Being Patient With Others 
Close to You 

 

Introduction 

Divorce rates are overwhelming—50 percent of first marriages, 67 percent of second, and 
74 percent of third marriages end in divorce (according to Forest Institute of Professional 
Psychology, Springfield, Missouri, 2010). The reasons cited for such frequent divorce are 
communication problems, basic unhappiness, and incompatibility. Could it be that 
people have lost their sense of patience with one another? Can we, in our gratification-
driven society, simply tolerate less?  

A lack of patience exists not just in marriages, but among family members, church members 
and all of society.  If Christian homes and churches desire to stand together under Christ, 
patience is a virtue that is vital. This lesson focuses on practicing patience not just in our 
marriage but with all close to us, especially during troubled times. 

 

Scripture 
“At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the ground in 
worship and said: ‘Naked I came from my mother’s womb, and naked I will depart. The LORD 
gave and the LORD has taken away; may the name of the LORD be praised.’ In all this, Job did 
not sin by charging God with wrongdoing” (Job 1:20-22). 

Study 
1. Webster defines patience as “the will or ability to wait or endure without complaint.” 

Briefly review what Job endured (Job 1:13-19).  What is it like to be around someone 
who complains about everything?  What is it like to be near someone like Job who 
exhibits patience in suffering? 

2. Scripture commends Job for not finding fault with God for making him endure hard 
times. In what kinds of painful experiences have you been tempted to blame God for 
your hard times?  Why could Job be patient?  Why can you?  



Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to your neighbor, for we are 

all members of one body. 26 “In your anger do not sin”: Do not let the sun go down while you are 

still angry, 27 and do not give the devil a foothold. 28 Anyone who has been stealing must steal no 

longer, but must work, doing something useful with their own hands, that they may have 

something to share with those in need. 

29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for 

building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 30 And do not 

grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Get rid 

of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice. 32 Be 

kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.  

(Ephesians 4:25-32) 

 

1. Patience does not necessarily mean we do not talk through emotional subjects.  Rather 
it’s the way we talk about them that exhibits loving patience.  Can each person in the 
home think of a time where they felt hurt by other’s lack of patience?  Can you think of a 
time when someone showed patience with you when you really needed it?  How were 
you left feeling after each of these? 

2. How are patience and forgiveness related? 

3. How are patience and compassion related? 

4. During stressful times it is especially hard to be patient.  Why?  What would God have us 
do? 

Closing Prayer 
O Holy Spirit, come to us through your inspired Word and develop within us your gracious 
gift of patience. As we grow in patience, grant us also a sincere willingness to overlook each 
other’s faults, a greater joy in Christ’s forgiveness, a strong endurance in the hardships of 
life, and an eager anticipation of the Lamb’s endless marriage feast to come. Amen. 

  


